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PORCELAINE, PAINTINGS, CLOCKS, 
MILITARIA, WATCHES, JEWELLERY, SCRAP 
GOLD BOUGHT & SOLD, 

HOUSE CLEARANCE & PROBATE PRICING 


9ct Gold bought &8 a gram 
Sovereigns &150 each 
Krugerands &700 each 

66 Nolton Street, Bridgend 
Tel: 01656 667774 
www.welsh-antiques.com 
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Luxury hot stone back neck and shoulder massage; 
Essential plus pedicure; Finishing with relaxing 
facial and scalp massage - £50 


I would like to thank my clients for making my 
first year a success, and welcome new clients to 
be pampered at The Beauty Room 

Treatments available Monday - 
^ Saturday, with late night opening. 


■'i' 


^ Please contact Hayley on 

07815699709 

Hendre Alcam, Wick Road 
Llantwit Major, CF61 lYU 


Enhance your natural beauty at 

The Beauty Room 

Hayley Young opened The 
Beauty Room in March 2010, 
located in a private, peaceful 
setting on the outskirts of 
Llantwit Major town. 

Hayley has been fully qualified 
in all aspects of beauty therapy 
for six years and offers a wide 
range of treatments and pamper 
packages to suit everyone, in a 
relaxing enviroment. 

Room ... 

• Manicure/Pedicure (OPI) 

• Waxing • Tinting 

• Spray Tanning • Facials 

• Massage Therapies 

• Hot Stone Massage 

• Holistic Therapies 

• Pamper Packages 

• Brid al Make-up/ packages 


The Beauty 


ADJOINING PROPERTIES ARE 
DAMAGED AS FIRE SPREADS 


Crimewatch show helps arrest 


A 28-year-old man was arrested by 
Bridgend detectives within an hour of an 
appeal being broadcast on Wednesday 
night’s BBC Crimewatch programme - 
the first to be broadcast from Cardiff. 

Police said he was wanted in connection with an 
armed robbery at Ladbrokes Betting Office, New 
Road, Portheawl, on Thursday, July 15, last year. 

A man had entered the betting office carrying a 
black-handled kitchen knife and threatened the two 
staff, requesting that they give him money. He 
entered the staff area behind the counter and 
removed several hundred pounds before leaving the 
store. 


Detective Constable Justin Lott of Bridgend CID 
said that once the appeal for information was broad¬ 
cast, they received over 40 calls, and more than 30 
named a suspect who was speedily arrested, charged 
and then remanded before the courts. 


Police hunt for 
Caerau burglar 


POLICE are investi¬ 
gating an incident at 
Caerau Road, Caerau, 
at about 4am on 
Saturday, January 29, 
when a man forced 
entry into a flat, but 
following a brief strug¬ 
gle, was chased off by 
the occupants. 

The man fled along 
Caerau Road and is 
described as around 35 
years of age, about 5ft 
Jins tall, with short 
dark hair. 

Police said: “He had 
a thin, withdrawn face 
with dark stubble. He 
was of skinny build and 


wore a multi-coloured 
scarf around his face 
and a light coloured zip- 
up top.” 

Detective Sergeant 
Paul Mason of 
Bridgend CID stated: 
“We are appealing for 
any witnesses, or any¬ 
one who may have any 
information regarding 
this incident, or who 
may recognise someone 
from the description, to 
contact us as soon as 
possible.” 

Bridgend CID can be 
contacted on 101 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111. 


REPORT by 

JAYNE ISAAC 


A LOCAL woman 
remains in hospital 
with serious burns, 
and six houses have 
been left damaged 
after fire swept 
through a terrace of 
cottages in 

Blaengarw at the 
weekend. 

The fire, at Railway 
Terrace, broke out at 
about 1.3 0am on 
Saturday morning. 

The alarm was raised 
by residents living 
behind the street who 
saw the flames. 

The fire started in 4 
Railway Terrace, but 
quickly spread to adjoin¬ 
ing properties through 
the attics and roof space. 

In all, six houses were 
damaged and five are 
still uninhabitable 
because of the damage 
caused. 

The fire started in the 


home of a woman named 
locally as Jane Dowtey, 
said to be a mother of 
three in her late 40s. 

She was rescued by 
neighbours before the 
first fire crews arrived. 

One of the neighbours 
is borough councillor 
Marlene Thomas, whose 
house is on the end of the 
row. 

Although there are 
holes in her roof, she and 


her husband Max were 
able to move back in on 
Sunday night. 

She said that they 
were alerted to the fire by 
neighbours living behind 
them: “The house where 
the fire started had gone 
up like a torch. The 
flames were massive. 
The houses from 1 to 7 
are all affected - most by 
fire damage but also by 
smoke. 


“Some look like they 
have been gutted because 
the roof has gone and the 
ceilings have also col¬ 
lapsed. It seems to have 
travelled through the 
attics.” 

Several people who 
were living behind and 
saw the flames raised the 
alarm. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 20) 


VsU HeaUheare 


Pupils get a visit from Bridgend Dogs Trust (See full story on page 5), 


Woman ‘criticaF 
as horror blaze 
sweeps through 
terraced homes 
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Monday - Saturday 

LUNCH SPECIAL: 2 Courses only £4.95 
^ A romantic Valentine’s dinner... 

^ Enjoy a memorable dining 
experience! ^ 

^TVcirdWinn^^^ 
(BcrngtadesHi & Iru&m Ctiisine 

Hygiene Score on the door ★★★★ 
Food Standard Agency Supported Scheme 

Open 7 days a week including bank holidays 
Monday-Saturday: Lunch 12 noon-2.30pm 
Evening: 5.30pm-12.00pm 

Sunday Buffet: 12 noon-10pm £7.95/Children £4.95 

Tel: 01446 771682/774590 

































































2 - THE GEM 


p 


Thursday, Eebruary 3rd, 2011 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


MP takes a closer look 
at life in Afghanistan 



ABOVE: Madeleine Moon with Colonel Simon 
Pearson and Calomel Ian Smailes. 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
writes an exclusive 
report from 
Westminster 
for GEM readers. 



THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


‘PACT MEETING IS NOT 
THE PLACE TO AIR 
TOWN REGENERATION’ 


DEFENCE 
Select 
Committee 
visit to Afghanistan 
involves numerous 
forms of transport, 
long hours, little 
sleep but constant¬ 
ly insightful meet¬ 
ings and briefings 
vital for our under¬ 
standing of what is 
happening there. 

I hope this article will 
give an insight into the 
work of the committee 
when visiting a war the¬ 
atre, the facilities we 
saw for British forces 
and the major issues we 
discussed. 

Up at 6am, I travelled 
from Porthcawl to 
Bridgend by taxi, then 
on to Cardiff by train to 
meet up with Dai 
Havard, MP for Merthyr 
and Rhymey, to drive to 
London. At Heathrow, 
we met up with the rest 
of the committee and 
flew to Dubai, then on 
again to Kabul. After a 
briefing from the senior 
UK General of the 
International Assistance 
Force (ISAF) we flew 
on again to Camp 
Bastion in Helmund. 

The flight to 
Helmund should have 
taken just over an hour 
but a strong headwind 
delayed our arrival by 
an extra hour, allowing 
us to finally catch two 
hours sleep. For an 
hour there had been 
panic in Bastion when a 
plane load of MPs dis¬ 
appeared - for security 
reasons, the plane had 
maintained communica¬ 
tions silence. 

Camp Bastion is a 
small city in the desert 
with a population of 
27,000 within a 370- 
mile perimeter fence; 
Facilities here were 
good. 

The dining rooms are 
large, the food excellent 
and in plenty of supply, 
though I will never get 
used to the military love 
of squash at meal times. 

At Bastion, we exam¬ 
ined the new equipment 
and techniques used to 
find and disarm lEDs 


THE Bridgend 
Alzheimer ^s Appeal 
has been awarded a 
£3,000 cash dona¬ 
tion thanks to an 
enthusiastic voting 
campaign by the 
people of 

Glamorgan. 

Dinas Powys 

Voluntary Concern and 
the Elodie Appeal also 
scooped £1,000 each 
from the NatWest 
Community fund, which 
supports local charities 
and projects in the UK. 

Nicola Carr, senior 
bank manager for 
NatWest said: “When 
voters were asked to pick 


(improvised explosive 
devices). We saw dis¬ 
plays of new high-tech 
equipment worth mil¬ 
lions of pounds, through 
to dog search-and-find 
teams. 

The new blast protec¬ 
tion underwear and per¬ 
sonally-fitted ear plugs 
have also proved effec¬ 
tive in reducing injuries. 

The packs carried on 
foot patrol are extreme¬ 
ly heavy, and when you 
add to the weight the 
soft sandy soil under¬ 
foot, which fills the air 
with grit as you move 
forward, it is tough 
going. 

The committee felt 
just a small part of this 
weight as, when moving 
around by helicopter or 
road, we wore body 
armour and helmets. 

We moved by heli¬ 
copter to Lashkar Gah 
to meet Governor 
Mangal, a man held in 
high regard by British 
forces, to discuss gover¬ 
nance, justice, consulta¬ 
tion and the reintegra¬ 
tion of former Taliban 
fighters. 

We slept at Lashkar 
Gar 23 hours after we 
left home. I slept in a 
pod, a small porttable 


their favourite, it was the 
Bridgend Alzheimer’s 
Appeal that scooped the 
top prize. 

“Across Wales, 
£65,000 has been award¬ 
ed to good causes, and a 
total of 1,100 local 
organisations in the UK 
will receive a cash boost 
from their local fund. 

“We’ve had an over¬ 
whelming response to the 
Community Fund and it’s 
clear that people in 
Glamorgan are passion¬ 
ate about the Appeal. 

“We’re delighted to be 
able to make this dona¬ 
tion and support the 
tremendous work that 
they do. ” 


cabin set in stacks to 
provide accommoda¬ 
tion. Pods also provide 
office accommodation, 
internet rooms and 
phone rooms for com¬ 
municating with friends 
and families. 

Bars, sports and gym 
facilities are also avail¬ 
able on the base. You 
can view photographs of 
these on my website. 

Tuesday had us back 
on the helicopter and 
heading to Shaw Qat 
Forward Operating Base 
(FOB) in Nad e Ali. 

The base surrounds 
an old British fort built 
in the 19th century and 
like all forts, has homes 
crowded close up 
against its walls for pro¬ 
tection. 

Cameras mounted on 
an overhead blimp mon¬ 
itor movement near the 
base, where almost 
1,000 personnel are 
based. This is a tough 
front line posting which 
has experienced hun¬ 
dreds of significant con¬ 
tacts with insurgents. 

A helicopter, then 
plane, took us back to 
Kabul and another heli¬ 
copter journey took us 
to meet the new nar¬ 
cotics police force being 
mentored by British 
forces. We were shown 
how drugs are manufac¬ 
tured in small camps 
hidden in the hillside in 
filthy woks over wood 
fires. 

These brave Afghan 
police officers are risk¬ 
ing their lives to deprive 
the insurgency of drugs 
money to fund their 
operations. 

Flying back over 
Kabul at night, we could 
see headlights of cars 
heading out of the city. 
Kabul now has a popu¬ 
lation of 7 million, 
swollen by an additional 
2 million commuters. 

Wednesday brought a 
meeting with the ISAF 
team working to expand 
the Afghan criminal jus¬ 
tice system, followed by 
General Wardack, 
Minister of Defence, to 
discuss the expansion of 


the Afghan Security 
Forces. 

Visiting the Military 
Training Centre in 
Kabul was eye-opening. 
Last year, the open hill 
side had few facilities 
and training was basic. 

Today’s centre has 
fine classrooms, accom¬ 
modation and training 
facilities with 10,000 
men training each week. 

Our next meetings 
were with President 
Karzai and Dr Sadie, the 
National Security 
Advisor, followed by 
the Deputy Speaker. 

We discussed the 
transition planned for 
2014 when Afghan 
security forces and gov¬ 
ernment will lead the 
country. Some ISAF 
forces will remain, pos¬ 
sibly for many years, 
but in a mentoring and 
training role. 

Thursday brought a 
round of meetings with 
NATO, ISAF and UN 
special advisors. This 
was followed with a 
meeting with three 
women ministers 
responsible for health, 
labour and employment 
and women’s affairs. 

Our final meetings of 
the day were with 
Department for 
International 
Development staff, vol¬ 
untary sector agencies, 
civil servants and 
Ministers. 

Saying farewell to 
Kabul on Friday morn¬ 
ing was difficult. We 
had learned and experi¬ 
enced so much in just a 
few days. It is especially 
hard to say goodbye to 
your close protection 
officers. 

These are employees 
of a private security 
firm responsible for 
security. They kit us 
with our body armour 
and helmets and give 
advice and guidance as 
we move around the 
country. 

Our mission in 
Afghanistan remains 
complex. Success 
depends on a vast num¬ 
ber of people in differ¬ 
ent roles, from diplo¬ 
mats and 

midwives,tojudges and 
our military. 

Our task is not just to 
defeat the insurgents in 
battle, but to build an 
alternative society that 
will nurture and hope¬ 
fully open up a new life 
for Afghans. 


WOULD appre¬ 
ciate the oppor¬ 
tunity to cor¬ 
rect some poten¬ 
tially misleading 
advice regarding 
PACT operations 
in Wales as con¬ 
tained in Coun Ken 
Watts’ letter 
(‘Regeneration 
talks not shrouded 
in secrecy’ - The 
GEM, January 27). 

Coun Watts’ advice: 
^Better still: come 
along to Newton Pact 
meetings which are 
held at the Old 
Schoolroom on Newton 
green and ask (about 
regeneration’, is incor¬ 
rect. 

I have set out the 
goals and objectives of 
PACT below (extract¬ 
ed from Our 
Bobby.com) which 
specifically focus on 
the bringing together: 
Community represen¬ 
tatives, the local polic¬ 
ing team and residents. 

PACT is not a suit¬ 
able venue to use as a 
briefing session or por¬ 
tal for disseminating 
details of Porthcawl 
regeneration. 

PACT is about find¬ 
ing ways of tackling 
some of the lower 
level, often longstand¬ 
ing, issues that can 
nevertheless cause 
great distress to resi¬ 
dents such as: speed¬ 
ing, dog fouling, park¬ 
ing, annoying behav¬ 
iour etc. 

Partnerships and 
Communities Together 
(PACT) meetings are 
intended to give you 
an opportunity to 
highlight the commu¬ 
nity issues that are 
having an impact on 


I HAVE been 
researching my 
Harry family, 
who were from 
Aberkenfig, for 
eight years and am 
stuck for informa¬ 
tion. 

My great grandfather, 
David Harry, was born 
in 1862 in Aberkenfig; 
he married Catherine 
Maria Davies/Davis and 
they had several children 
- Catherine Grace Harry, 
David Harry, Elizabeth 
Harry, Gwendoline 
Harry and Blodwen 
Harry. 

David was killed in 
the Park Slip mining 


your quality of life and 
to assist in deciding 
which issues are dealt 
with as priorities. 

Your neighbourhood 
policing team holds 
PACT surgeries sepa¬ 
rately. The meetings 
also give you the 
opportunity to get to 
know your local offi¬ 
cer. 

You will also be 
reassured by witness¬ 
ing the police and their 
partners dealing with 
the issues that matter 
most to you. 

Every area in South 
Wales Police now has a 
named point of con¬ 
tact. That person may 
be a community sup- 

‘Elitism 

I N answer to a 
GEM letter 
From Judith 
Morgan, Bridgend 
headed ^Why histo¬ 
ry proves that we 
must say Yes\ I am 
very concerned at 
the way the UK is 
fragmenting, and 
the break-up of 
Great Britain. 

I consider one of the 
great sins of the last cen¬ 
tury was nationalism. 
After retiring and with 
time on my hands, I 
have been studying my 
ancestry around Cardiff 
of the last 150 years. 

It shows that people 
came here from all over 
the world and con¬ 
tributed in creating 
wealth and enhanced the 
culture that is benefiting 
us to the present day. 

I am for Welsh cul¬ 
ture, the language and 
identity, but this is not 
the way. By creating fur- 


explosion in 1892 aged 
just 30. 

My father. Bob Giles 
from Barry, used to go to 
Maesteg to visit rela¬ 
tives. If anyone reading 
this is related to any of 
the above would you 
please get in touch? 

I’m sure David, 
Catherine, Gwendoline 
and Blodwen must have 
some descendants. 

I only need a small 
amount of missing infor¬ 
mation to get my 
research on the road 
again. 

Email jennywrenof- 
barry@yahoo. co. uk. 

J Giles (Maiden name), 
6 Woodlands Court, 
Barry 


port officer or police 
officer, who will be 
part of a larger team 
tasked with dealing 
with your community 
priorities after listen¬ 
ing to you. 

The named point of 
contact from South 
Wales Police or a 
member of the local 
authority may chair 
the PACT meetings, 
but the goal is that a 
member of the com¬ 
munity takes this posi¬ 
tion as PACT meetings 
are your meetings. 

Up to three priori¬ 
ties will be decided 
upon during the meet¬ 
ing for the police, part¬ 
ners and community to 

is not the 

ther a Welsh elite -1 
think there is a word for 
it in Welsh (Crachiau). 

What I want to know 
is, given the very low 
vote that enabled the 
Welsh Assembly to 
come into being, how is 
this now financed? 

We now have politi¬ 
cians in Cardiff, 
Westminster, and 
Brussels. How many 
more politicians does 
this state of affairs take 
to operate the system at 
present? Will we need 
more if there is a Yes 
vote? And, of course, 
how does this all stack 
up against the Welsh 
Assembly. 

I believe most of this 
energy should be devot¬ 
ed to education, appren¬ 
tices, real training, 
wealth creation, entre¬ 
preneurship. 

Did anyone see the 
life of Laura Ashley the 
other night on the pro¬ 
gramme entitled, Welsh 
Greats? This is the type 
of thing that we need 


progress. At the fol¬ 
lowing PACT meeting, 
the opportunity will be 
taken to inform you of 
developments made in 
relation to the identi¬ 
fied priorities. 

In my experience, 
our Neighbourhood 
Policing Team are 
committed to achiev¬ 
ing real gains through 
PACT and are very 
well supported by 
their senior officers 
and the local authority 
Community Safety 
Partnership. 

Michael Clarke, 
Porthcawl 
(Chair, Nottage and 
Rest Bay PACT) 


answer’ 

more of here in Wales 
instead of quasi-Welsh 
nationalism. 

The gravy train of the 
Welsh Assembly needs 
to be curtailed a bit - 
and the better off Wales 
would be. 

We now see different 
education systems evolv¬ 
ing in Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Island: 
incidentally, from all the 
polls taken on Welsh 
children’s education, 
their achievements are 
the lowest in the UK and 
funded with less per 
child than in England. 

We will now have 
three different university 
systems. Then there is 
the NHS, which is now 
different here to other 
areas in the UK. Can we 
honestly go on like this? 
I believe it is time to 
stop the rot. Enough is 
enough. We must vote 
No. 

Eddie Eitzpatrick, 
Barry 

(True Wales) 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 10) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in Barry, 
the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 



AM 

M 

PM 

M 

03 

Thur 

06.37 

9.5 

18.56 

9.4 

04 

Fri 

07.14 

9.6 

19.31 

9.4 

05 

Sat 

07.47 

9.8 

20.02 

9.5 

06 

Sun 

08.17 

9.5 

20.32 

9.2 

07 

Mon 

08.47 

9.4 

21.01 

9.2 

08 

Tues 

09.15 

9.1 

21.27 

8.9 

09 

Wed 

09.45 

8.9 

21.59 

8.6 

10 

Thur 

10.18 

8.3 

22.34 

8.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 



Bank’s boost to 
local charities 



Search for relatives 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


COUNCILLORS WANT TO SIT ON FORUM 




Porthcawl regeneration 
is on the agenda again! 


_p_ THE GEM - 3 

PUPILS RECEIVE ^ 
DRAWING PRIZES 


REGENERATION 
was on the agenda 
of last week’s 
Porthcawl Town 
Council meeting, as 
promised. 

Members were given 
the minutes of the last 


regeneration forum 
meeting, which was 
attended on their behalf 
by Conn Barbara Stubbs. 

However, council 
leader David Deere felt 
that the town council 
needed more than one 
token councillor on the 


Burglar gets 
four-year 
jail sentence 

REPORT by AJSICLUNA | 


A SERIAL burglar 
has been jailed for 
four years at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Ian Burnell (32) of 
Nantymoel, was caught 
after a sharp-eyed police 
officer spotted him in 
the centre of Bridgend. 

Burnell admitted one 
charge of burglary, and 
asked for six burglaries 
to be taken into consid¬ 
eration. 

Judge Christopher 
Llewellyn-Jones said 
burglary constituted the 
invasion of a person’s 
privacy, and could have 
a traumatic effect. 

Prosecutor Tony 
Trigg said that on 
October 28, Burnell 
was in the Pencoed area 
seeking to buy drugs, 
and spotted an empty 
house. 

He broke into the 
dwelling in Penprysg 
Road, carried out an 
untidy search of every 
room, and took a pass¬ 
port, a watch, a camera 
and cash. 

Scenes of crime offi¬ 
cers found an impres¬ 


sion of a footprint of a 
trainer on the front door 
of the house and in the 
lounge. 

Two days later. 
Detective Sergeant Paul 
Mason saw the defen¬ 
dant in Bridgend and 
spotted a distinctive 
Adidas motif on his 
trainers. He was arrested 
and the footprint 
matched those found at 
the burgled house. 

He initially denied 
any involvement in the 
burglary but he then 
confessed to everything 
and admitted six other 
burglaries. 

Andrew Taylor, 
defending, said 
Burnell’s mother and 
mother-in-law had been 
diagnosed with a serious 
illness on the same day 
some time ago. His 
wife had depression, 
and he began taking 
heroin. 

The burglaries, said 
Mr Taylor, were to fund 
his drug habit. 

The other burglaries, 
the court heard, took 
place in the Pencoed, 
Nantymoel and Heol-y- 
Cyw areas. 


I by JAYNE I 

I ISAAC I 

forum, which includes 
borough councillors and 
representatives of local 
organisations including 
the Chamber of Trade, 
Shout and Civic Society. 

He moved a motion 
that the town council 
request that all 19 mem¬ 
bers of the council be 
eligible to attend forum 
meetings in the future, 
but Coun Gerald Davies, 
who sits on there as a 
borough member, pro¬ 
posed that instead, they 
request four representa¬ 
tives, and this was car¬ 
ried. 

But Coun Deere is not 
happy with that decision. 
Speaking to The GEM 
after the meeting, he said 
that in his view, all mem¬ 
bers need to be able to 
hear briefings about 
what’s going on with the 
regeneration, especially 
as something is about to 
take place. 

“After years of delay, 
it appears that the new 
supermarket is about to 
actually happen. As 
elected representatives 
of the people of 
Porthcawl, I feel we 
should have the right to 
be present. Important 
decisions are being taken 
which will impact upon 
the town for many years. 

“People expect us as 
town councillors to be in 
the know, but the truth is 
that in the past, the bor¬ 
ough council has taken 
all the decisions and left 
us in the dark. That 
needs to change,” he 
insisted. 

“I am appalled that 
the borough council has 
included unelected rep¬ 
resentatives of organisa- 


BRIDGEND TOWN COUNCIL 
ROUND-UP by JAYNE ISAAC 


Let there be light! 


STREET lights in 
Bridgend town cen¬ 
tre are only scouted 
once a month by 
council staff to 
check that they are 
working. 

Now, Bridgend Town 
Council is to ask for the 
number of inspections to 
be increased and mem¬ 
bers heard that there are 
still 18 lamps not work- 


Coun David Unwin 
said that the present sys¬ 
tem meant that a light 
could be out for 28 days 
before being noticed. 

However, he said that 
at the moment the bor¬ 
ough council is saying 
that it cannot see the way 
forward to increase the 
scouting in the town 
centre. 

Coun Unwin pointed 
out that some of the 


street lights that are not 
working are not owned 
by the borough council, 
but are owned by other 
organisations and 
attempts will be made to 
contact their owners to 
get them put right. 

If no action is taken, 
BCBC will carry out the 
work and recharge the 
cost to the owners. 

Coun Hayden Morgan 
pointed out that in Coity 
Fields, 22 lights had 
been left on 24 hours a 
day for the previous five 
weeks. However, they 
had been switched off a 
few days earlier. 

Coun Diane Burns 
added that they had also 
been left on all day in 
Grove Road. 

Coun Unwin added 
that BCBC had now 
agreed that the 
uplighters installed near 
the War Memorial were 
not a good idea, and they 
will be replaced to avoid 
incurring any further 
costs. 


Allotment shortage 

THE new allotments strategy drawn up 
by BCBC has clear implications for 
Bridgend Town Council - because it owns 
allotment sites - members were told. 

Coun David Unwin said that the strategy was 
calling for more open land to be developed as 
allotments throughout the borough, so that the 
demand for allotments can be met. 

Coun Unwin said that there was a shortage of 
allotments in the Bridgend town area and the 
supply could not keep up with the demand. 

He said that a copy of the allotment strategy will 
be given to every member of the town council’s 
allotments sub committee and discussed at their 
next meeting. 


lions that represent no- 
one but themselves but 
excluded town council¬ 
lors. We are elected and 
should be able to go if 
we wish. It is a scandal 
that we are ignored.” 

The whole issue of 
attendance at forum 
meetings was thrown 
into the public spotlight 
when three members of 
the public - including 
town councillor Sean 
Aspey, turned up at the 
last forum meeting but 
were refused permission 
to stay after the existing 
members voted to 
exclude them. 

Coun Deere is fuming 
at this: “What right do 
people representing 
groups like SHOUT 
have to exclude a town 
councillor like Sean 
Aspey who is an elected 
representative of the 
people? This is all wrong 
and things must 
change.” 

Coun Deere stated 
that Porthcawl was being 
sold down the river with 
the present arrange¬ 
ments, as town council¬ 
lors had been kept totally 
in the dark about what 
was happening to the 
land, how much money 
was being obtained and 
how the profits were 
being split with private 
landowners. 

“It’s only thanks to 
The GEM that we know 
what’s going on,” he 
added. “Our borough 
councillors are sworn to 
secrecy and have 
brought nothing back to 
the town council.” 

A meeting has taken 
place between regenera¬ 
tion officer Andrew 
Parry Jones and two of 
the people who were 
ejected from the forum 


meeting - Graham 
Walter and John Howley. 
They both belong to a 
Facebook group about 
Porthcawl regeneration. 

Speaking afterwards, 
Mr Walter said that the 
forum is to be asked at 
its next meeting to allow 
them to join. 

“We have asked to be 
notified of the meeting 
so that we can turn up. 
They can then take a 
vote and if we are 
allowed to stay, we can 
then be admitted and 
take part. Otherwise, it 
will be three months 
before another meeting 
is called.” 

Mr Walter commented 
that Mr Parry Jones had 
heard that the Facebook 
group, which has more 
than 400 members, rep¬ 
resents some of the silent 
majority in Porthcawl 
who do not belong to 
local groups and organi¬ 
sations. 

“We made the point 
that the council is listen¬ 
ing to the narrow views 
and vested interests of 
those in organisations 
who are in a minority. 
There needs to be a 
change of culture so that 
more people are brought 
on board with a chance 
to express their views. 

“We want an end to 
the Us and Them culture 
which now exists. We 
want to work with 
BCBC to improve 
Porthcawl.” 

Mr Walter said that 
they had a good response 
from Andrew Parry 
Jones and were hopeful 
that he had accepted 
much of what they were 
saying. 

They are now await¬ 
ing the next forum meet¬ 
ing to see what happens. 


Tower light has 
mind of its own! 


ACTION is to be 
taken to correct 
problems with the 
light in the tower at 
Bridgend Bus 
Station. 

Bridgend Town 
Council complained to 
BCBC that the light in 
the tower is coming on 
very late in the night, 
usually around mid¬ 
night. 

In his reply, group 
manager for trans¬ 
portation John 
Duddridge said that an 
investigation had taken 
place into what was 
happening, and it was 


proposed to change 
from a computer-con- 
trolled system to one 
with a simple timer 
which would switch the 
light on and off. 

Coun Hayden 
Morgan said that this 
light comes on inter¬ 
mittently at present 
and is often on all 
through the night. He 
said that he has passed 
the tower at various 
times and sometimes 
the light was on and 
other times it was off. 

The town council will 
await information about 
the times of switching 
on and off. 


New street light 

A REQUEST has been made by Bridgend 
Town Council for a second street light on 
the footpath near 62, Castle View, Brackla. 

Coun Unwin said that original reports that 
branches were preventing the light getting down the 
path from the existing lamp were wrong. 

He said that there was no way that this light could 
illuminate the path, and a second light was needed 
halfway along. 

BCBC will be asked to provide the extra light. 


ing competition 
encouraged 
Porthcawl chil¬ 
dren to enter by 
creating a picture 
of Santa with his 
friends, using any 
material. 

The successful 
entries were all from 
Nottage Primary 
School and the win¬ 
ner was Bethan 
Rowlands. 

In second place 
was Natalie Mocley, 
and in third was 
Jennifer 
Passingham. 

There were highly 
commended entries 
from: Tayla Castle; 
Georgicicol Panilda; 
Luke Botorelli; 
Sarah Davidson; 
Emily Bannston and 
George Rossini 

The organiser of 
the event was Paula 
Williams. 


Bridgend’s Lyndsey 
has eyes on Miss 
Universe beauty title! 


BRIDGEND beauty queen, 
Lyndsey Jai Moulding (25), is 
through to the finals of the 
Miss Universe Wales beauty 
pageant, to be held at City 
Hall, Cardiff on March 11. 

Organisers Habeeb Adeokun and 
Vivienne Sharman-Lewis are “delight¬ 
ed” with the response to the competi¬ 
tion. Regional heats are being held for 
the first time in Wales. 

“Lyndsey is a bright and vibrant per¬ 
son and is an excellent example of the 
high calibre entrant we have had for 
the inaugural Welsh event,” says 
Habeeb. 

Prizes for the winners and their part¬ 
ners include a week aboard a luxury 
yacht in Portugal, courtesy of Algarve 
Charter Sailing, spa treatments cour¬ 
tesy of Castro Marim Golf and 
Country Club, plus photography by top 
London fashion photographer, Lee 
Collie. 


You can now read your 
GEM online - simply 
log onto hridgend- 
today.co.uk or porth- 
cawl-today.co.uk 
GOT A STORY? 

Email: gemeditorial 
@ tindlenews. co. uk 



Lyndsey Jai Moulding. 


Miss Universe Wales has selected 
the eating disorder organisation. Beat 
Cymru, as its chosen charity, in order 
to emphasise that girls do not need to 
be size zero in order to be appealing. 

A Bollywood-themed bah will take 
place on February 25, at the Mercure 
Holland House Hotel, to raise money 
for the charity. 

The Welsh winners from the Cardiff, 
Swansea, and Newport heats will com¬ 
pete in the Miss Universe GB event in 
Birmingham in May. 

The winner will head out to a luxu¬ 
ry location in Brazil later this year, to 
take part in the global Miss Universe 
competition. 




Second prize went to Natalie Mocley. 


THE Wimpy 
Christmas draw- 


LEFT: First 

prize being 

awarded to 

Bethan 

Rowlands by 

the Lord of 

Kenfig, 

Lindsay 

Morgan, 

together 

with 

organiser 

Paula 

Williams 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
KEITH E MORGAN 



Third prize went to Jennifer Passingham. y 
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‘We must remember lessons 
of the Holocaust, always’ 

- SAYS THE BOROUGH COUNCIL LEADER 

A CEREMONY 
marking Holocaust 
Memorial Day was 
held on January 27 
involving communi¬ 
ty leaders, school 
children, religious 
representatives, 
charities, cam¬ 
paigners and spe¬ 
cial guests. 

Organised each year 
by Bridgend County 
Borough Council, it also 
asks the community to 
commit to tackling prej¬ 
udice, discri mi nation 
and racism today. 



It included an excerpt 
from a new Valley and 
Vale film, focusing on 
local people’s memories 



ABOVE: Connie and Simeon Jones 


of World War Two. 

Among those filmed 
were Connie and Simeon 
Jones from Porthcawl, 
who spoke of the 
unknown and unspoken 
sacrifices made by local 
families, as part of 
Britain’s fight against 
Nazi atrocities during 
the Second World War. 

Also featured in the 
ceremony were the tradi¬ 
tional HMD 'Seven 
Statements of 
Commitment’ read by 
prominent members of 
the community, includ¬ 
ing council chief execu¬ 
tive Jo Farrar, 
Superintendent Steve 
Furnham from South 
Wales Police, and 


ABOVE: The community was 
united at the ceremony 


MP’s warning: "Lest we 
forget the Holocaust’ 


BRIDGEND MP Madeleine 
Moon pledged her commitment 
to Holocaust Memorial Day last 
week, hy signing a Book of 
Commitment in the Commons 
to honour those who perished 
in the Holocaust. 

She explained: “With January 27 
marking the 66th anniversary of the 
liberation of the Nazi concentration 
and extermination camp, Auschwitz- 
Birkenau, the Holocaust Educational 
Trust placed a Book of Commitment 
in the House of Commons. 

“It gave MPs the opportunity to 
remember those who were persecuted 
and murdered during the Holocaust - 
and to support the sharing and safe¬ 
guarding of ‘Untold Stories’, learning 
from survivors’ experiences to help 
create a future free from hatred and 
prejudice.” 

She paid tribute to those “remark¬ 


able individuals who survived the 
appalling events of the Holocaust and 
have since dedicated their lives to 
educating younger generations about 
the dangers of allowing persecution 
and intolerance to take hold in socie¬ 
ty.” 

Events held around the country 
aimed to motivate people - individu¬ 
ally and collectively, to ensure that 
the horrendous crimes, racism and 
victimisation committed during the 
Holocaust are neither forgotten nor 
repeated. 

The MP added: “As antisemitism, 
racism and prejudice are still present 
in our society, learning from the 
extraordinary ‘Untold Stories’ of 
those who survived gives us the 
opportunity to reflect on the evil that 
was perpetrated during the Holocaust 
and other genocides and pledge to 
create a brighter future.” 


Suleman Hawas, repre¬ 
senting the borough’s 
Muslim community. 

The Mayor of 
Bridgend County 
Borough, Coun Colin 
Teesdale, also lit a can¬ 
dle of Remembrance for 
the victims of the geno¬ 
cides in Rwanda, Darfur, 
Cambodia and Bosnia. 
Young harpist Angharad 
Roberts performed dur¬ 
ing the ceremony, which 
was narrated by 
Bridgend Youth Theatre 
students Owain Miller 
and Natasja Bryant. 

Council leader Coun 
Mel Nott, called on the 
community to stand up 
to hatred and intolerance 
and remember the les- 


and responsibility to 
both remember the past 
and commit to creating a 
better future by raising 
awareness and under¬ 
standing of what has 
taken place and by chal¬ 
lenging discrimination in 
all its forms. 

Coun Nott added: 
“Race, religion, disabili¬ 
ty or sexuality should 
never make some peo¬ 
ple’s lives worth less 
than others’. By taking 
this message away you 
will make a difference to 
the lives of others in 
your homes, your com¬ 
munities, your places of 
work and your schools. 

“ We have a shared 
responsibility to fight the 


sons of the Holocaust (in continuing evils of intol- 
which six million Jewish erance, division and 


people were murdered). 

“The Holocaust must 
never become something 
which is merely con¬ 
signed to the history 
books. We must remem¬ 
ber its lessons, always. 

“ As a council, we 
firmly believe the 
Holocaust and subse¬ 
quent atrocities in 
Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia and Darfur, must 
have a permanent place 
in our borough’s collec¬ 
tive memory,” HE 
SAID. 

“We are committed to 
ensuring that future gen¬ 
erations understand what 
happened, why it hap¬ 
pened and the steps we 
can take together to stop 
it happening again.” 

He reminded commu¬ 
nity leaders of their role 


exclusion.’ 



Garry Jones (centre) with Rick Lee (left) group chief human resources 
Officer at Willmott Dixon and Phillip Hurley, managing director of F P 
Hurley & Sons Ltd. 


Local apprentice Garry 
scoops national award 


AN apprentice 
training with local¬ 
ly-based mechani¬ 
cal and electrical 
specialist F P 
Hurley & Sons Ltd, 
which has offices in 
Bridgend, Cross 
Hands and Bristol, 
has won a top 
national accolade. 

The work of Garry 
Jones impressed judges 
in the Trade & 
Apprentice Awards 
organised by leading 
construction contrac¬ 
tor Willmott Dixon. 

Garry, who is in his 
fourth and final year, 
training for an NVQ 


Level 3 in heating and 
ventilation (commer¬ 
cial) triumphed over 
other apprentices 
working at Willmott 
Dixon sub-contractors 
across the country to 
clinch the award. 

Said Neal Stephens, 
managing director of 
Willmott Dixon 

Construction in Wales: 
“Our group’s annual 
awards recognise those 
who have made out¬ 
standing contributions 
to our projects. 

“With contenders 
drawn from operating 
units nationwide and 
on many sites, Garry’s 
achievement is all the 
more impressive. F P 


Hurley has worked 
with us on several 
schemes and we have 
been able to follow 
Garry’s progress since 
he commenced his 
course, through train¬ 
ing provider BEST 
Ltd, in 2007. 

“Judges were 

impressed not only by 
his skill and technical 
ability, but also by his 
drive and enthusiasm 
for the industry,” Mr 
Stephens added. 

Garry previously 
received an award 
from BEST Ltd, as 
Intermediate 
Apprentice of the Year, 
2009. 


60 years for 
Inner Wheel! 

PORTHCAWL Inner Wheel Club will be cele¬ 
brating its 60th anniversary this February with a 
special birthday party in the Rest Hotel. 

A club spokeswoman said: “We are a thriving 
club of lively, interesting members supporting many 
local and overseas charities, having talks and 
demonstrations and visits to theatres and country 
homes. 

“Gill Edwards, our past president, was also invit¬ 
ed on a tour of the Houses of Parliament, and had 
tea with our MP Madeleine Moon last year. 

“Now we look forward to a new year full of spe¬ 
cial events and gatherings with president Sheila 
Burge and committee in charge. ” 

For more information on the Inner Wheel Club, 
telephone 01656 785817. 

JANICE JONES 
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Who wants 
to build what 
and where? 


Mr Robbie Edwards- 
Land at Main Avenue, 
Brackla Industrial 
Estate - Eascia and pro¬ 
jecting signs advertising 
nature of business. 

Mr R Derrick - 5 the 
Willows, Heol y Cyw - 
Replace 2 no. velux win¬ 
dows with dormer win¬ 
dows above exisitn 
garage to front and rear. 
Groundwork BNPT - 
Spelter Industrial 
Estate, Tywith, 

Maesteg - Install securi¬ 
ty fence, construct 
access ramp to f/bridge 
and install anti-motor¬ 
bike barriers and rail¬ 
ings. 

BCBC Communities 
Directorate - Land at 
Rathbone Terrace, 
Caerau, Maesteg - The 
erection of 2Bar cast 
iron railings, install A 
frame pedestrian gate 
and A frame vehicle 
gate. 

MrR Williams - 33 
Austin Avenue, 

Laleston, Bridgend - 

Garage. 

Morgan Credit Energy 
(Wales) - Llynfi 
Biomass Power Nr 
Llangwynyd, Maesteg 
- Site to be redeveloped 
into a biomass power 
station of 25mw electric 
output. 

Mr Peter Lang - 3 Heol- 


yr-Enfys, Bridgend - 

Side extension, re-sub¬ 
mission of refusal 
P/10/815/PUL. 

Mr Robbie Edwards - 
Land at Main Avenue, 
Brackla Industrial 
Estate, Bridgend - 
Agricultural and related 
machinery repairs and 
servicing inc sales/dis¬ 
play area and 
customer/staff parking. 
Mr Michael Newth - 
R/O Heol y Cyw REC, 
37 High Street, Heol y 
Cyw - Erect kickabout 
wall on a disused tennis 
court. 

Mr Greg Cull - 16 Long 
Meadow/Dol Hir, 
North Cornelly - Porch 
to front and single storey 
extension to rear. 

Mr David James - 23 
Heol Onnen, North 
Cornelly - Single storey 
front extension. 

Mr Nick Durn - 65 
Birch Walk, Porthcawl 
- Two storey side exten¬ 
sion, enlarge kitchen 
window and 2 no. sun 
tubes (2 to ext roof and 1 
to proposed roof). 
Bridgend CBC Street 
Scene - Porthcawl 
Cemetery, Pyle Road, 
Porthcawl - Change of 
use from farm land to 
burial ground and pro¬ 
vide access road and 
parking. 


Read your GEM online - simply 
log onto bridgend-today.co.uk 
or porthcawl-today.co.uk 
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Twinkle the dog comes 
to visit and is a real star! 



PHOTOS by 
IAN DIXON 


‘TWINKLE’ - a 
terrier from the 
Dogs Trust in 
Bridgend, recently 
visited Peterston- 
super-Ely Church- 
in-Wales Primary 
School on January 
20, together with 
two handlers from 
the centre. 

They spent the day at 
the school, visiting dif¬ 
ferent classes and talk¬ 
ing about all aspects of 
dog ownership, from 
grooming to diet, with 
pupils enjoying 

Twinkle’s well-behaved 
antics. 


Rest Bay path 
a ‘real boon’ 


WORK has started 
this week on creat¬ 
ing a new footway in 
Porthcawl from the 
Rest Bay lifeguard 
station along Lock’s 
Common as far as 
the existing pave¬ 
ment, which ends at 
the Ocean View 
Flats. 

The news has been 
welcomed by Porthcawl 
Town Council leader 
David Deere, who said 
that the £20,000 donated 
by the council to the 
scheme had “levered in” 
more than £400,000 of 
other funding. 

He said: “This is very 
good value for the coun¬ 
cil taxpayers of 
Porthcawl and I want to 
thank Alison Roberts and 
her colleagues at BCBC 
for their hard work on 
this project. 

“The cost is in excess 
of £400,000 but funding 
has been found from 
other sources including 
the Countryside Council 
for Wales and Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
(BCBC) itself. 

“This footpath will be 
a real boon for the resi¬ 
dents of Rest Bay, who 
will now be able to walk 
down into town. 

“It will also be a won¬ 
derful asset for the many 
day trippers and tourists 
who visit the area. 

“It is the last link in 
providing a safe walk¬ 
way from town along the 
Esplanade and then up to 
Rest Bay.” 

A cycleway is also 
included in the plan 
,which provides a safe 
route for cyclists. 

The work is expected 
to last eight weeks, so the 
path should be ready in 
time for this year’s holi¬ 
day season. 

“I am delighted that 
this scheme is going 
ahead,” he added. “This 
is a good example of 
partnership being put 
into practice.” 

A recent question to 
the council from resident 
Graham Walter revealed 
that Porthcawl Town 
Council has £90,000 in 
its balances - even after 
existing commitments 
like this path and the 
skateboard park have 
been paid for. 


Coun Deere said that 
the Conservative group 
on the council, with sup¬ 
port from Labour, had 
increased the town coun¬ 
cil’s precept by £5 a year 
for two years running to 
increase its income. 

The precept is now 
frozen for the new finan¬ 
cial year starting in April 
at £29 for Band D prop¬ 
erties. This compares 
with £50 for Band D 
properties in Maesteg 
and £35 in Bridgend. 

Coun Deere contin¬ 
ued: “We decided that we 
needed some capital to 
get things done otherwise 
we would be a useless 
talking shop. 

“The money we have 
in our balances will fund 
new projects next year, 
and we already have a 
number of regular com¬ 
mitments such as helping 
the Grand Pavilion and 
funding the drop-in cen¬ 
tre at Griffin Park. 

“We will be making a 
decision on what other 
projects to fund in due 
course but at least now, 
we have money to spend 
to benefit the residents. 

“Our council tax is 
still well below the level 
of the other two major 
towns in the borough, so 
I feel that Porthcawl resi¬ 
dents are having good 
value for money.” 

• Mr Walter asked the 
council how much money 
it had spent communicat¬ 
ing with residents to gain 
their views on the regen¬ 
eration plan. 

He asked if the council 
had spent anything on 
things like public meet¬ 
ings, questionnaires, sur¬ 
veys, newsletters and 
consultation, but the 
answer he had was that 
the council had spent no 
money on any of these 
items. 

JAYNE ISAAC 


SHOUT debate 

PORTHCAWL 
SHOUT Forum will 
host a debate on 
Assembly powers by 
the Yes for Wales and 
True Wales cam¬ 
paigns on February 
4, in Trinity Church, 
John Street, 

Porthcawl, at 2pm. 


MAN’S KNIFE 
THREAT TO 
EX-PARTNER 


ARMED with a 
knife, an unem¬ 
ployed electrical 
contractor shouted 
at his terrified ex¬ 
partner: “Yom are 
dead, shall we go 
togetherT^ - it was 
stated at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Suzanne Broad was 
“terrified” and continu¬ 
ously screaming, said 
prosecutor Ian Ibrahim. 

Michael Cavill (46) of 
Bridgend, admitted a 
charge of affray. He 
denied a charge of mak¬ 
ing threats to kill and it 
was ordered to be left on 
the file. 

He was sentenced to a 
community order for a 
year, ordered to carry out 
200 hours unpaid work 
and not to approach or 
contact Miss Broad in 
any way. 

Judge David Wynn 
Morgan said: “Showing a 
knife to a lady who had 
difficulties was a wicked 
thing to do. I’m sure you 
understand that. There 
was no excuse for it..” 

Mr Ibrahim said that 
on September 10, Cavill 
was at Miss Broad’s 
home in Aberkenfig. 
They had a relationship 
for four years, which 
ended at Easter, and they 
remained friends. 

Miss Broad, he said, 
was a manic depressive. 

She telephoned her 
brother that night for 
about 30 minutes, and 
Cavill began shouting 


and screaming at her 
because he believed, 
wrongly, that she was 
having an affair. 

“He called her a 
whore, a slut and a bitch 
and completely lost his 
temper.” 

He then took a carving 
knife from the kitchen, 
said Mr Ibrahim, and 
held it in front of her say¬ 
ing: ''You are dead. Shall 
we go together?"' 

He then calmed down, 
she left the house and 
called the police. 

In a victim impact 
statement, said Mr 
Ibrahim, she said she felt 
alone and suffered 
depression. 

She added: “He has set 
me back a huge amount. 
My whole life is going to 
have to change and I am 
going to change all the 
locks.” 

Cavill’s counsel, 
Byron Broadstock, said: 
“For four years he was 
her carer, and it was 
obviously a difficult rela¬ 
tionship. This was a one- 
off incident, bom of fms- 
tration. 

“She had been told not 
to drink, but alcohol 
became a feature. The 
incident occurred 

because of that and it was 
all of a brief moment. 

“He loved a woman 
who had extreme diffi¬ 
culties. The relationship 
is now firmly at an end, 
and he has made no 
attempt to contact her.” 

AJ SICLUNA 


It’s a small world...as 
Porthcawl discovers a 
Canadian connection 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


A PORTHCAWL woman who has now 
made her home in Canada, has contacted 
her family with details of an extraordi¬ 
nary coincidence - summed up by the 
phrase ‘It’s a small world’! 

Penny Burrow, the wife of Rev David Burrow, 
the vicar at St Olave's Church in Toronto, was doing 
some spring cleaning - and also looking for items 
for the church mmmage sale - when she discovered 
a heavy cardboard box which contained old diaries 
and memorabilia belonging to David’s father, who 
died some years ago. 

When she tried to move the box, it toppled over 
and some items spilled out, and her husband David 
came over to put them back. 

He was picking them up and suddenly noticed 
one with ‘Porthcawl’ written on it. 

Now, Porthcawl doesn’t ring many bells in 
Toronto, but it did for the Rev Burrow, because he 
recalled that one of his parishioners came from 
Porthcawl. 

She was Cathy Hutcheon, who came to Toronto 
seven years ago and had married one of his flock, 
the said David Hutcheon. 

When she left Porthcawl, she was Cathy 
Anderson. 

Her son Tom still lives in Porthcawl, and is the 
chairman of the Welsh Coast Surfers Club. He is 
also the author of three highly-regarded books on 
surfing. 

Tom told The GEM: “When mum was shown 
what the reverend and his wife had found, it turned 
out to be a postcard featuring different scenes from 
Porthcawl! 

“Dating the card was not difficult, because 
David's father was stationed in the UK in 1943 with 
fellow Canadian troops. What was unusual was that 
he collected postcards from wherever he was sta¬ 
tioned, or from any places he visited, and sent these 
home to his wife. 

“He also kept detailed diaries, so that it is easy to 
find out what he was doing in Porthcawl.” 

The relevant diary entry reads: 

On Monday, November 8, I left Newquay on a 
nine-day leave on my way to visit Bill Archibald in 
Porthcawl. 

I want to record the various places I passed 



ABOVE: Rev David Burrows and 
his wife Penny with the wartime 
Porthcawl postcard. 


through on this trip, both small and large: Pan, 
Plymouth, Ivy Bridge...Ely, Peterston, Bridgend, 
Pyle and then on to Porthcawl. 

Getting off at Porthcawl about 6.30pm, I easily 
found my way to 40, John Street, where Bill and 
Gertrude were living. I wanted to go and stay at the 
Marine Hotel, just down the street. 

However, I received a scolding for suggesting 
such a plan and decided I had better comply with 
their wishes and occupy the room offered by Miss 
Cole, the landlady with whom they shared the house. 

As Bill attended Home Guard on Thursday night, 
Gertrude and I went to a show. On Friday, off we 
went to Port Talbot. 

Tom said: “At the moment, we know nothing 
about either Miss Cole or Bill and Gertrude 
Archibald - or their connection with Rev Burrow’s 
father. 

“I think that next time my mother pays a visit 
home, she would love to know more about them, so 
she can take the information back to his son.” 

If anyone has any information on Miss Cole or 
the Archibals, please contact The GEM on gemedi- 
torial@tindlenews.co.uk or on 01446 774484. 


A busy 
month 
for Lions 

“IT looks like it’s 
going to be another 
busy month for the 
Porthcawl Lions,” 
said president Ralph 
Anslow. 

He was referring to 
the month of February 
during which the Lions 
have a social evening at 
the Prince of Wales pub¬ 
lic house at Kenfiig and 
then a major book sale 
at the Seabank Hotel on 
February 19-20. 

Lion Don Tickner 
said: “We have thou¬ 
sands of books for sale, 
all at very reasonable 
prices. ” 

The book sale starts 
at 10am on both days 
and admission is free. 

All proceeds go to local, 
national and internation¬ 
al charities and good 
causes. 

There is still time for 
runners to enter the 
Porthcawl Lions 38-fur¬ 
long Fun Run, which 
starts and finishes at the 
Hi Tide on February 27 
at 10am. Runners can 
register on the day or go 
on the internet at porth- 
cawllions.org. 

All proceeds from this 
event will be donated to 
the NSPCC. 

DAVID RICHARDS 



reach4food 

YOUR LOCAL FOOD MIECTOffY 


Thts dirtctory is for local pfoducors. procassors. 
rouUarvptoduciog. Uoclkif^g or usIiyq 
produced food within 30 miles or less of 
Bridgend Town Centre. mm 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE LOCAL NEWS 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIGHILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 




^^ 



Wellbeing 

launch 

THE deputy director of 
Mental Health Matters 
Wales, Richard Jones, 
was delighted with the 
number of visitors who 
turned up at the open 
day for the launch of 
the new Wellbeing 
Centre at the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Kenfig Hill on January 
26. 

There was a tremen¬ 
dous amount of informa¬ 
tion available from 
Mental Health Matters 
Wales, who were repre¬ 
sented by Richard Jones, 
vice-chairperson, Val 
Green, community serv¬ 
ice line manager, Lisa 
Johns, information and 
communications officer, 
Karen Powell, communi¬ 
ty service worker Didier 
Muller, with volunteers 
Clare James and Melanie 
Hopkins. 

Other organisations 
offering help and infor¬ 
mation on the day were 
ARC (Assisting 

Recovery in the 
Community) who were 
represented by the man¬ 
ager of the ARC day 
services, Martyn 

Llewellyn, assistant man¬ 
ager, Julie Jones and 
occupational therapist, 
Vicki .Jenkins. 

Also there were 
WGCADA (West 

Glamorgan Council on 
Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse) represented by 
lead peer mentor, Linda 
Jardine, The Wallich 
(Putting Homeless 
People First) represented 
by Sarah O’Reilly, Hafal 
(Supporting Patients and 
Families recovering from 
serious Mental Illness) 
represented by project 
co-ordinator, Mark 
Lyddon, Bridgend Carers 
Centre, represented by 
carers support worker, 
Steve Pullen-James and 
the Neighbourhood 
Policing Team, repre¬ 
sented by PCSOs Jon 
Howe and Richard 
Mathews. 

Should you need help, 
advice or information on 
the above, or would like 
to drop in for a chat, you 
can meet one of the team 
at the Wellbeing Centre, 
which is now open every 
Wednesday from 1pm- 
5pm in the Talbot 
Community Centre, 9 
Prince Road, Kenfig Hill. 

For details and further 
information, rins 01656 
651450. 

Pupils 

awards 

THE following pupils of 
Mynydd Cynffig Junior 
School were nominated 
for impressing the staff 
at the school last week; 
Josef Gray, Class 1, 
Mark Underhill, Class 2, 
Scott Roberts, Class 3, 
Charlotte Coleman, 
Class 4, Connor 


Headteacher Mrs Davies and pupils Xavier Manaseitav, Mathew Burnell, Luke Parkes, 
Ross Cooper, Megan Raikes, and Lauren Jenkins welcome Colin Jackson to the school. 



ABOVE: At the Mental Health matters event were: Cheryl Butcher, Richard Jones, 
Lisa Johns, Karen Powell, Val Green, Didier Muller and Richard Sims. 



Morgan, Class 5, Ceiran 
Jones, Class 6 and 
Jordan Baker from 
Class 7. 

Congratulations also 
go to: Nia David, Codi 
Pritchard, Kieran 

Thomas, Daisey Pearcey, 
Holly-Mae Evans, 
Connor Jenkins, Dafydd 
Jones, William 

Underhill, Callum 
Wright and Thomas 
Morgan for their excel¬ 
lent behaviour during 
lunchtime this week - 
and as a reward they will 
be joining Mr 
Goldsworthy for lunch. 

The eco-school com¬ 
mittee have just received 
an award for ‘outstand¬ 
ing work in saving ener¬ 
gy, water and waste’ 
from Groundwork, 
Wales. This involved 
monitoring energy, water 
and waste in the school 
over a period of time and 
recording the results and 
presenting them in the 
school assembly. 

Community 

Watch 

EOLLOWING the last 
PACT meeting when 
the priorities were 
parking and speeding 
in Pyle and Cefn 
Cribwr, there have been 
regular patrols made at 
various times of the 
day. 

So far, no tickets have 
been issued at the 
Brynglas Terrace junc¬ 
tion with Pyle Road, as 
no vehicles have been 
seen causing an obstruc¬ 
tion. 

The same applies to 
the parking of HGV vehi¬ 
cles in the Bedford Road 
area in Cefn Cribwr, as 
none have been seen 
committing an offence. 


Head boy and girl ABOVE: Michael Rawnson who is going to 
Lloyd Dewar and Ellis the European Championships to run in the 
Watkins with ‘CJ\ 1,500 metres, is pictured with Colin Jackson. 



Bridgend Carers Centre were giving 
advice at the Talbot Centre. 


Unfortunately, the 
speed camera has been 
unavailable due to a 
fault. This has now been 
fixed and they will be out 
with the road’s policing 
unit, checking speeds on 
Cefn Road. 

Colin 

Jackson 

inspires 

EOLLOWING an over¬ 
night journey from 
Sheffield, where he was 
performing as part of 
the team on the Strictly 
Come Dancing Tour, 
world record holder, 
world champion hur¬ 
dler and Olympic silver 
medallist Colin 

Jackson, came to 
Cynffig Comprehensive 
School to meet, inspire, 
motivate and encourage 
pupils from year-11. 

Colin Jackson is the 
face behind the motiva¬ 
tional programme ‘Raise 
Your Game’ which is 
made in Wales and aimed 
at inspiring children and 
young people to succeed. 

During his time at the 
school, as an ambassador 
for ‘Raise Your Game’, 
he was able to inspire the 


pupils by talking to them 
about the value of self 
belief. 

Jackson, the son of 
immigrant parents, is a 
fine example of what it is 
to succeed, but also 
knows how hard life can 
be, having watched his 
parents build a whole 
new life in a new coun¬ 
try. 

He said that his par¬ 
ents had acted as role 
models for him and his 
sister, and had shown 
them that success is 
about working hard and 
that nothing comes easy. 

In the two hours he 
was there, he met pupils 
from year-11 and the 
school council. 

The important mes¬ 
sages he gave them for 
life was: ask for advice 
and then listen to it, have 
a belief in yourself, make 
sure that you set yourself 
clear targets and then set 
out to achieve them; also 
prepare, because if you 
have to do something, 
whatever it might be, 
preparation is essential. 

He even told the 
pupils to listen to their 
teachers. 


He said: “Trust me, if 
you want to ‘Raise Your 
Game’, they will help 
you.” 

One of the pupils, 
Michael Rawnson, who 
will shortly be competing 
in the European Athletic 
Championships, said: 
“This has been the best 
day of my life. 

“I never thought that I 
would get to meet Colin 
Jackson. He has given 
me ideas about how I 
should prepare for my 
event.” 

Another pupil said: 
“When teachers tell you 
these things about taking 
advice and all that stuff, 
you don’t always listen; 
when he says it, we do.” 

Mrs Davies, the head¬ 
teacher of Cynffig 
Comprehensive, stated: 
“We have been using 
information from this 
website in our assemblies 
and also using some of 
the techniques with our 
pupils. 

“Used alongside other 
strategies, it has really 
made a difference. We 
are now one of the most 
improved schools in 
Wales.” 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 jyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CE32 9NQ 
TEL; 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl @ yahoo.co.uk 



Generosity 

The generosity of peo¬ 
ple who live in this val¬ 
ley is second to none - 
take the concert recent¬ 
ly held at the 
Tabernacle Chapel in 
aid of the Cancer 
Research Wales charity 
by the Bridgend Male 
Choir, together with 
school choirs from 
Efaldau Primary and 
Ysgol Gymraeg Cwm 
Garw. 

The concert also cele¬ 
brated the golden 
anniversary of the choir, 
and the chapel was the 
venue of their first con¬ 
cert. 

The money donated 
totalled a fantastic 
£2,420. To put it in con¬ 
text, the sum raised from 
the generous residents of 
the Garw Valley is not far 
short of that generated by 
the choir at St David’s 
Hall, Cardiff, concerts 
for the same beneficiary, 
and the hall has a far 
larger audience capacity. 

Both local school 
choirs and local trum¬ 
peter, Meirion Davies 
were marvellous, as was 
the skill, charm and 
enthusiasm of Huw 
Edwards on the night. 

Also, a special men¬ 
tion for the Bridgend 
male choir’s conductor, 
John Jenkins, who played 
the same trumpet piece 
as Meirion Davies in the 
first concert, and accom¬ 
panist Laura Smith, who 
also accompanied the 
Welsh school choir under 
their conductor Jennifer 
Alexander. 

Efaldau Primary 
School was conducted by 
Annette Dobbs and the 
accompanist was Louise 
Jones. 

Choir 

rehearsals 

MEMBERS of Cor 
Meibion Cwm Garw 
(Garw Valley male voice 
choir) welcomed two 
returning choristers Ken 
Moyle and Bleddyn 
Parry at the recent 
rehearsal, and they will 
provide a welcome boost 
to the tenor section. 

The choir is now 
beginning to rehearse for 
the ‘Festival of a 
Thousand Voices’ which 
is celebrating its golden 
jubilee in the MEN 
arena, Manchester on 
March 24, 2012. 

There are 21 pieces of 
music planned for this 
concert. 

The choir welcomes 
new recruits. Rehearsals 
take place in the upstairs 
room of Pontycymer 
Rugby Club on Monday 
and Wednesday at 
6.45pm. 

Retired club 

THE Retired Persons 
Club, Aberkenfig, meets 
at the Len Evans Centre, 
Heol Persondy every 
Wednesday afternoon 
between 2pm and 4pm. 

It regularly holds 
other social events and 
trips on other days. 

New members wel¬ 
come. Call Joyce/Tom on 


01656 720823/ 720026 
for details. 

Children’s 

choir 

YOUNG people between 
eight and 17, who enjoy 
singing and dancing, are 
invited to attend the 
rehearsals of Maes teg 
Children’s Choir at 
Plasnewydd Primary 
School on Saturday 
mornings. 

It will be the choir’s 
25th anniversary of con¬ 
certs at Maesteg Town 
Hall. 

Information is avail¬ 
able on the website 
www.cobwebs.co.uk or 
phone Sian/Aimmee on 
01656 732385/734589. 

Bridgend 

USA 

THE U3A meets at the 
Glamorgan Mission to 
the Deaf, Coychurch 
Road, on Monday, 
Eebruary 21, at 2pm. 
Call Rita on 01656 
656207 for details. 

It recently held its 11th 
anniversary Christmas 
lunch in the Eairways 
Hotel, Porthcawl. 

The menu and 53 
place names had been 
painstakingly written in 
copperplate style by 
organiser Helena 

Chown’s husband David. 

Entertainment includ¬ 
ed a musical sketch from 
the show Grease, with 
David Chown playing 
Sandy and Rita as Danny. 

Congratulations were 
extended to Rita and her 
husband, who recently 
celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary. 

Indian theme 

OGMORE Vale Primary 
School headteacher 
Paul Booth, is organis¬ 
ing an Indian-theme day 
at the school on Friday, 
February 11. 

The kitchen will serve 
a menu based on Indian- 
style cooked food, and 
responsible adults and 
pupils are invited. The 
cost of an adult meal will 
be £3.25. 

He is also asking if 
anyone has surplus toys, 
and books suitable for 
young children. 

Singing 

competition 

THE Bridgend ‘Young 
singer of the year’ com¬ 
petition, held at 
Maesteg Town Hall was 
a musical bonanza. 

Sponsored by 

Dunraven Windows and 
organised by the Maesteg 
Gleemen male voice 
choir, the majority of 
competitors benefited 
from the experience and 
skill of the choir’s 
accompanist Suzanne 
Hodges. 

The adjudicators, 
Beverley Humphreys, 
Helena Braithwaite and 
Dr Richard Elfyn Jones 
had the task of deciding 
the winners. 

The competition is 
divided into two sections 
- junior and senior. The 
winner of the junior sec¬ 
tion was Rhydian Jenkins 
(Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg, 


Llangynwyd), a soprano 
whose tone and diction 
was marvellous. 

He sang two musical 
pieces, one in Italian 
‘Amarilli Mia Bella’ by 
Giulio Caccini, and the 
other in Welsh 
‘Dechrau’r DyfodoF by 
Gareth Glyn. 

Rhydian has been 
chosen to represent 
Wales on St David’s day 
in Disneyland, Paris. 

The runners-up were 
Amy Leigh Thomas 
(Maesteg 
Comprehensive School), 
Constance Osgood 
Einney (Archbishop 
McGrath RC School) and 
Lauren Coates 

(Bryntirion 
Comprehensive School). 

The winner received a 
trophy and cheque for 
£100: The runners-up 
were given a trophy and 
cheque for £50 each, pre¬ 
sented by the Mayor of 
Bridgend County 

Borough, Coun Colin 
Teesdale. 

The schools the com¬ 
petitors attended were 
awarded £300 for the 
winner; and £50 for each 
runner-up. 

The expanded senior 
section had consisted of 
seven competitors 
instead of the usual nor¬ 
mal four, but unfortu¬ 
nately, Amelia Jones 
from Porthcawl 

Comprehensive School 
had to withdraw because 
of a throat infection. 

Eor the first time, a 
joint first place was 
awarded, and to cap it all 
they were twin sisters, 
Mari and Lowri Izzard 
pupils at Ysgol Gyfun 
Llanhari! 

Mari perfor,ed her ren¬ 
ditions of ‘Ee’th Gofiad 
Di’ by Aled Lloyd Davies 
and Rhys Jones, then ‘I 
have confidence’ by 
Richard Rodgers, written 
for the film version of 
The Sound of Music 

Lowri sang ‘Y 
Ddraenen Wen’ by Rhys 
Jones and Aled Lloyd 
Jones, followed by the 
‘Alto’s Lament’ by 
Marcy Heisler and Zina 
Goldrich. 

Runners-up were 
Catherine Walters, Joe 
Wiltshire-Smith, Sophie 
Howe (all from 
Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School) 
and Gemma Thomas 
(Brynteg Comprehensive 
School). 

Each received a 
cheque and trophy of the 
same value as the junior 
section, presented by the 
Mayor of Bridgend. 

Before awarding the 
prizes, the adjudicators 
outlined some of the cri¬ 
teria required - such as 
posture and breathing 
techniques. 

They also wanted to 
discuss with each com¬ 
petitor the adjudicators’ 
decision and how the 
competitor could 

improve their perform¬ 
ance in future competi¬ 
tions. 
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NEWS FROM THE LIONS CLUB OF BRIDGEND 



Lions Club president, Phillip Davies and I 
Squadron Leader David Biddles with cadets I 
of1092 ATC, who were presented with I 
voluntary service certificates. I 


President Phillip’s flying 
visit to the Air Cadets HQ 


BRIDGEND Air 
Training Cadets 
1092 Squadron has 
been an invaluable 
partner to Bridgend 
Lions Club for 
many years. 

Its assistance enables 
the Lions to continue 
running some of the bor¬ 
ough’s successful charity 
fundraising events such 


as the club’s book fair, 
swim gala and duck race. 

It was a pleasure for 
the president and some 
members of the Lions to 
recognise this service on 
a recent visit to the 
ATC’s Bridgend head¬ 
quarters. 

After a tour of the HQ, 
led by Squadron Leader 
David Biddles, and 
including an inspection 


of their flight simulator. 
Lions president, Phillip 
Davies, was called to the 
parade ground, where he 
presented certificates to 
cadets recognising their 
voluntary service to the 
community. 

The male and female 
cadets, typically aged 


between 13 and 17, go 
about their duties with 
discipline and a great 
deal of enthusiasm. 

Knowing their com¬ 
mitment to the communi¬ 
ty and seeing them on 
parade, gives the club 
cause for much pride in 
today’s youth. 




Skin Studio 

of Penarth 

Advanced Treatments, Advanced Results 

^Lose 2 dress 
sizes in just 
1 month’ 

at 

HALF PRICE 
£720 down to 
£360 

The revolutionary 
i hpo is a low level 
laser that releases 
trapped fat cells 
from stubborn areas. 

• Lose up to 2 dress sizes. 

• Money back guarantee. 

• Instant loss on first visit. 

• No need to diet. 

• Improve skin texture and 
get rid of cellulite. 

Call the Skin Studio today 
to book your appointment. 

Terms and conditions: Payment must be made in full at 
time of booking. Treatment must be started within 90 days 
of purchase. Half price offer ends 20th January 2011. 
More than one deal can be bought per person. 

T: 02921 250 221 



E: skinstudio@hotmail.co.uk 
W: www.skinstudiowales.com 


The Happy Little Shop 
with Tasty aspirations!! 

BASED in Penarth Skin Studio a family run business 
has made a big impact on the town and the people of 
the area!! 

Over the Christmas period as the snow arrived S ki n 
Studio kindly agreed to help out a snow bound chef who 
couldn’t get to his booked events at local farmers 
markets. 

Five Star Chef moved into a corner of the Glebe 
Street shop and its farm fresh ready meals, cakes and 
desserts proved an instant success. With the help and 
continued support of our ever growing base of local 
customer’s Five Star Chef has now agreed to take a 
permanent position in the store. From here we plan to 
provide locals with a wide range of seasonal farm fresh 
ready meals at great prices. 

Something Tasty by Five Star Chef guarantees to 
provide the best in farm fresh ready meals; all dishes are 
prepared by our chefs daily and only use the best in 
local ingredients. 

We follow the seasons so if you like fresh; seasonal 
dishes then why not give us a try! 


Rotary hand over 
cheque to charity 



AT the Cancer Research Wales open day on 
Saturday, January 22, the president of the 
Rotary Club of Bridgend, John Ward presented 
a cheque for £469 to the CRW’s deputy charity 
fundraising director Liz Andrews (above). 

The funds were raised by the club members as a 
result of a Christmas prize draw, and the prize was 
donated by the Diamond Centre of Wales, Talbot 
Green: The exquisite ‘Pendant of Sheba’ is a single 
pearl on a white gold chain. 

Cancer Research Wales have requested that used 
postage stamps be saved and passed on to their 
Research Centre at Velindre Hospital. Three thou¬ 
sand used stamps, collected by the Rotary Club of 
Bridgend, were also handed over to Liz Andrews, 
along with the cheque. 
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A ^thank you’ lunch 
for local volunteers 



Photographs by DIANE JOHNSON 

THE Sandville Self Help Centre at 
Sandville Court, Ton Kenfig, relies com¬ 
pletely on a team of volunteers for its 
effective operation and efficient running. 

Every year, to show their appreciation, Sister 
Gwyneth Poacher MBE and her management team 
put on a lunch for all the volunteers, at which 
Gwyneth and their team do all the preparation, 
serving and washing-up. 

Held recently, it was the fourth volunteers’ lunch 
at Sandville. The Prince of Wales public house and 
restaurant provided all the provisions for the lunch, 
which was in memory of the late Nancy. 

There are currently 85 volunteers on the 
Sandville books, and 65 of these turned up. 

The Sandville is run entirely on voluntary fund¬ 
ing. There are only three paid employees. Sister 
Gwyneth Poacher, Gary Banks, house manager, and 
Peggy Parish, who is part-time. 

The images were taken by Diane Johnson, one of 
Sandville’s volunteers. 




Y BONT CENTRE FOR DISABLED 


CHILDREN GETS A £4,750 BOOST 



LEFT: 

Mai John from Gamestec; Heidi Dalton 
licensee of the Golden Lion; Mags Griffiths 
(general manager, Y Bont). 

Front row: Amy Mullen (Y Bont) with chil¬ 
dren from the centre. 


Nottage school wins 
‘Formula-1’ contest 


A TEAM from West 
Park Primary 
School in Nottage, 
Porthcawl, won the 
overall prize in a 
competition that 
involves primary 
school pupils 

designing, building, 
branding and rac¬ 
ing model Formula 
1 cars. 

Lesley Griffiths, 
deputy minister for sci¬ 
ence, innovation and 
skills, was present at the 
south Wales regional 
finals of the Eormula 1 
Primary Schools backed 
Bloodhound challenge 
held in Swansea. 

Twenty-four teams 
from 19 schools took part 
in the El challenge, 
which is run at both pri¬ 
mary and secondary level 
by EESW (Education 
Engineering Scheme - 
Wales). 

The children raced 


their digitally manufac¬ 
tured mini ‘rocket’ fired 
model El/Bloodhound 
cars that they designed 
and developed using 
standard industry CAD 
packages. 

The cars, which are 
fuelled by CO” capsules, 
were started by an auto¬ 
matic firing system and 
electronically timed as 
they raced on a 20-metre 
track. 

The deputy minister 
said the competition 
encouraged youngsters to 
use science, technology, 
engineering and maths 
(STEM) related skills in 
an exciting and stimulat¬ 
ing environment. 

He said: “I was very 
impressed not only by 
their ability, but by their 
interest and enthusiasm. 
Introducing activities 
like this at an early age 
can help address such 
issues as gender stereo¬ 
typing in science and 
engineering as well as 


enthusing young people 
about STEM subjects so 
that they actively consid¬ 
er taking these subjects at 
GCSE and A level. 

“The challenge also 
encourages wider skills 
such as team working 
and problem solving and 
I was very impressed 
with their overall per¬ 
formance which included 
presentations to the judg¬ 
ing panel.” 

Prizes are awarded for 
the best-engineered car, 
the fastest cars, plus an 
overall winning team. 

Second place was 
awarded to a team from 
Richmond Park County 
Primary School, 

Carmarthen. 

They will join the win¬ 
ning teams from north 
Wales to represent Wales 
in the Big Bang event in 
London in March com¬ 
peting against teams 
from England, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. 


REGULARS at the 
Golden Lion pub in 
Aberkenfig helped 
support the Y Bont 
Centre for Disabled 
Children in 
Bridgend - by nom¬ 
inating the charity 
to receive £4,750, 
raised during the 
trial of the new pub 
pull-tab lottery 
product TabBOXX, 
in south Wales last 
year. 

The donation will be 
used to help support the 
centre which provides 
specialist nursery care, 
as well as after-school 
clubs and play schemes 
for disabled children. 

It was opened in 1997 
following four years of 
fundraising by a group 
of local parents who felt 
there were not sufficient 
support services in place 
for pre-school age chil¬ 
dren with disabilities. 

Leading gaming 
machine operator 
Gamestec asked four of 
the pubs involved in the 
TabBOXX trial to nomi¬ 
nate charities to receive 
a cut of the £20,000 
which was raised for 
good causes during the 
course of the trial. 

Mags Griffiths of the 
Y Bont Centre for 
Disabled Children, said: 
“We are really pleased to 
receive this donation and 
would like to thank the 


Golden Lion for nomi¬ 
nating us, without dona¬ 
tions we wouldn’t be 
able to offer the services 
we do. 

“Since the centre 
opened in 1997, we have 
expanded our services so 
we now not only offer 
nursery care for young 
children with disabilities 
but also have a daily 
after-school club, family 
support, holiday play 
schemes and a specialist 
Saturday club for chil¬ 
dren with autism. 

“We also run an out¬ 
reach centre at the 
Caerau Community 
Centre so families living 
in the Llynfi valley com¬ 
munity can access serv¬ 
ices.” 

Heidi Dalton licensee 
of the Golden Lion, said: 
“The Y Bont Centre for 
the Young Disabled does 
a fantastic job helping 
local children with dis¬ 
abilities and their fami¬ 
lies. 

“We were really 
pleased to be given the 
opportunity to nominate 
a charity to receive the 
funding. 

“wo of our regular 
customers use the centre 
and find it hugely bene¬ 
ficial, so we have been 
working to raise funds 
for the centre for a 
while, by having a col¬ 
lection box and donating 
money from the ‘Bonus 
Bair competition we run 
each week. 


RIGHT: 
Madeleine 
Moon MP 
with the 
Wallich 
project 
manager, 
Anthony 
Kendall. 



Local MP’s cheque for 
the Wallich charity 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
met Anthony 

Kendall, project 
manager at the 
Wallich, a homeless 
charity in Bridgend, 
last week to hand 
over a cheque for 
£75, money earned 
by the MP for com¬ 
pleting ComRes 
opinion poll surveys. 

She explained: “I am 
trying to help, in a small 
way, the voluntary organ¬ 
isations in the constituen¬ 
cy continue their vital 
work. 

“The Wallich has just 
started night shelters in 
Bridgend for the home¬ 
less as a community proj¬ 
ect, and with the help of 
five churches in 
Bridgend town are oper¬ 
ating them through the 
months of January and 
Eebruary. 

“Volunteers from 
Hope Baptist, Bridgend 
United, Emmanuel 
Christchurch, Well 
Christian and Bridgend 
Tabernacle are opening 
their churches for the 
homeless, and volunteers 
work on a shift basis 
throughout the night as 
the venues are open from 


7.30pm-8.30am.” 

Mr Kendall said that 
all bookings at the night 
shelters are on the basis 
of referrals only from the 
local authorities’ home¬ 
less departments and pro¬ 
vide a bed, evening meal 
and breakfast. 

Night Shelters have 
operated in London for 
many years and are now 
being set up in other 
areas of the country. The 
Bridgend project may 
continue through March 


or April if the weather 
remains cold, but will 
depend on more churches 
and volunteers taking 
part. The night shelters 
will then open again in 
December. 

For further informa¬ 
tion contact details for 
the Wallich are: 

10 Park Street, Bridgend, 
CF31 4AX; Phone: 
01656 674 184; Fax: 
01656 665 496; Email: 
bridgend@thewallich.net 


Parc prison report 
welcomed by MP 


NEWS that the Young 
Person’s Unit at Parc 
Prison has been 
deemed to be among 
the best within the 
prison system has 
been welcomed by 
Bridgend MP 
Madeleine Moon. 

She said that the 
report by HM 
Inspectorate of Prisons 
was testament to the 
commitment and hard 
work of all the staff. 

She went on: “Parc 
Prison has led the way in 
developing cutting edge 
programmes to assist 
young offenders reinte¬ 


grate into society and 
resettle successfully.” 

She added that the 
Parc Supporting 
Eamilies initiative had 
been instrumental in 
driving forward innova¬ 
tive improvements not 
just for offenders but 
also for their families. 

“I am delighted that 
this has been recognised 
in this outstanding 
report.” 

The report has been 
published this week and 
follows an unannounced 
visit to the prison last 
September. 
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THE NEW POLICE INSPECTOR AT MAESTEG SAYS... 

‘People here support each other 
and we want to work with that...’ 


INTERVIEW by JAYNE ISAAC 


A NEW police 
inspector has just 
taken over the 
Maesteg sector; Insp 
Ralph Harris is 
based in Maesteg but 
covers the Ogmore 
and Garw valleys, as 
well as the 
Aberkenfig area. 

He has been in post 
just over a month, but 
is already impressed 
with the strong sense of 
community that he 
finds in all three val¬ 
leys. 

“Maesteg itself and 
all the villages and 
communities within the 
sector have a very 
strong sense of belong¬ 
ing and of looking out 
for each other,” he said. 

“That has really hit 
me since I have been 
here. People support 
each other through bad 
times and we want to 
work with that.” 

The sector is divided 
up into beats with 
police constables in 
charge and there is also 
a team of 16 PCSOs 
who regularly walk the 
streets, talking to peo¬ 
ple and picking up 
problems. 

“They are our eyes 
and ears. The work they 
do is invaluable. They 
are out there and are 
easily accessible to the 
community,” Insp 
Harris pointed out. 

While no decision 
had been taken about 
whether to close Caerau 


Police Station, he said 
that officers would 
always be based in 
Caerau because the 
community needs its 
police support. 

Insp Harris said that 
the crime rate has 
dropped - thanks to the 
hard work of both 
police constables and 
the PCSOs. 

“We work closely 
with partner organisa¬ 
tions like Communities 
First. We have also run 
some projects to tackle 
issues. 

“Anti-social behav¬ 
iour is an important 
issue for many residents 
and we are giving it pri¬ 
ority. We are working 
closely at the moment 
with the residents living 
around Maesteg 
Welfare Park who 
seized the initiative and 
have formed a friends 
of the park group. 

“We hope to tackle 
the anti social behav¬ 
iour problems with 
youngsters who hang 
around the park.” 

Insp Harris hails 
from Swansea and has 
been in the police serv¬ 
ice for 21 years - first 
with Avon and 
Somerset, later with 
Dyfed Powys and most 
recently with South 
Wales Police. 

He has worked as a 
dog handler, rising to a 
sergeant in that capaci¬ 
ty, and then switched 
back to regular polic¬ 
ing, acting as shift 


inspector for the whole 
of Bridgend and Vale 
division based in 
Bridgend. Becoming a 
sector inspector had 
enabled him to get to 
grips with the problems 
in a specific area and he 
was relishing the role. 

He was due to attend 
Maesteg Town Council 
on Tuesday and intends 
to get to know local 
councillors and others 
in the community so 
that he can gain a 
greater understanding 
of the challenges that 
lie ahead. 

“My priorities are to 
understand the commu¬ 
nities within the sector 
and then work closely 
with them to identify 
what is needed. Our 
aim is to reassure peo¬ 
ple and make them feel 
safe. Fear of crime is 
often far worse than the 
actual reality and that’s 
where the PCSOs come 
in. 

“They are able to 
reassure people just by 
being out and about and 
visible.” 

Insp Harris explained 
that the PCSOs are 
working with young 
people to try to stop 
them hanging around 
on street corners: “We 
need to look for alterna¬ 
tives for them and also 
things that they can do. 
We need safe places for 
them because they are 
at risk when they are 


out on the streets them¬ 
selves.” 

PCSOs are currently 
working closely with 
the schools - both pri¬ 
mary and secondary - 
to build up relationship 
and trust. They are also 
expanding on the tradi¬ 
tional PACT meetings 
by staging surgeries, 
going to shops and 
other places where peo¬ 
ple can approach them. 

He urged people to 
let them know if there 
are problems: “We can 
be contacted by dialling 
101 and also by calling 
into Maesteg police sta¬ 
tion which is manned 
by a reception clerk 
from 9am to 5pm. We 
are also building up a 
data base of people’s e- 
mail addresses, so that 
we can contact them 
quickly to alert them to 
issues or advertise 
activities.” 

Police are also in the 
process of opening an 
office in Betws Primary 
School. 

A special campaign 
is taking place within 
the sector on the week¬ 
ends of the Six Nations 
matches. It starts with 
the England game 
tomorrow (Friday) and 
will be focussed on the 
Ogmore Valley, in the 
wake of the tragic car 

College 

holds 

open 

house 

BRIDGEND 
College will be host¬ 
ing its open day for 
prospective students 
on Saturday, 
February 5, from 
10am until 2pm at 
the Bridgend and 
Pencoed campuses. 

A spokesman said: “It 
will be an opportunity to 
talk to tutors and to 
familiarise themselves 
with the college. 

“In August, we cele¬ 
brated record levels of 
triple distinctions at fur¬ 
ther education level, 
with 106 students 
achieving the equivalent 
of three A ’ grades at A 
Level. This exceeds the 
totals of2009 and 2008 
(89 and 64 respectively) 
and equates to more 
than 30 per cent of all of 
our National Diploma 
students achieving these 
outstanding results, in 
2009/10. 

“Additionally, in our 
2009 Estyn inspection, 
Bridgend College was 
awarded 10 x Grade Is 
and five x Grade 2s, one 
of the highest set of 
grades ever awarded to 
a further education col¬ 
lege in Wales (or 
England). ” 
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crash near Blackmill 
last year. We are look¬ 
ing specifically at the 
risks of drink driving 
because many people 
go and watch the game 
in a pub or club and are 
then tempted to drive 
home. 

“We are hammering 
home the point about 
the devastating effect 
drink driving can have 
on people’s lives and 
also on their families.” 

The police are work¬ 
ing with clubs. 


licensees and local chil¬ 
dren on this campaign. 
It will run into the 
Saturday morning after 
the game when people 
may still be over the 
limit when they drive. 

“We will be carrying 
out breathalyser tests 
throughout the cam¬ 
paign so we urge peo¬ 
ple not to drink and 
drive. Leave the car 
behind and get a taxi 
home,” he urged. 
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Ogmore Centre Trust 
housing plan is back 
on planners’ agenda 


THE application to 
build houses at the 
now disused 

Ogmore Centre 
Trust site returns 
to the Vale Council 
planning commit¬ 
tee today 

(Thursday). 

The application to 
build 84 houses is 
unusual because it sees 
one council, Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council (BCBC), which 
owns the land, asking 
another, the Vale 
Council, for permission. 

The plan has consid¬ 
erable financial implica¬ 
tions for BCBC. 

SECURITY 

Apart from the money 
it would gain by selling 
the land for develop¬ 
ment, it still has to pro¬ 
vide security for the site 
- something that was 
costing £7,000 per 
month at the last count. 

There was controver¬ 
sy at December’s Vale 
Council planning meet¬ 
ing when the application 
was turned down by 
councillors. 

However, the Vale 
Council refused to 
record this in the min¬ 
utes of the meeting. 


Report by PHILIP IRWIN 


It is thought that 
council officers felt that 
the committee had not 
given adequate reasons 
for the decision. 

Today’s meeting, it 
would appear, will give 
the committee a chance 
to specify reasons that 
would hold up - if 
BCBC were to appeal. 

As a result, the com¬ 
mittee will have to con¬ 
sider a nine-page docu¬ 
ment, where planning 
officers analyse which 
reasons would hold up at 
an appeal - and which 
would be overturned. 

Ogmore-by-Sea 
Community Council put 
forward nine suggested 
reasons, but the officers 
say that some of these 
are not sufficient, and 
are putting forward just 
two. 

REFUSAL 

The officers say that, 
in the event of the com¬ 
mittee resolving to reject 
the plan, one reason for 
refusal should be that 
access through the exist¬ 
ing residential street of 
Somerset View will be 
''detrimental to the 
amenities of existing 
occupiers of this and 


Young hopefuls 
line up for Miss 
Bridgend crown 


THE final of the 
Miss Bridgend con¬ 
test is just over a 
week away, and the 
young hopefuls who 
will go head to head 
for the title have 
just been 

announced. 

The winner will, of 
course, then go on to the 
national final, with a 
chance of being crowned 
‘Miss Wales’. 

Among the finalists 
this year is a self- 
employed stock trader 
and nominee for Young 
Welsh Woman of the 
Year and a winner of the 
Bryn Terfyl shield 2010. 

In total, 12 young 
women will take to the 
stage. They are: 

• Nikki Casey, a 20- 
year-old student from 
Maesteg. 

• Erica Dunster, an 

18-year-old from 

Wildmill. 

• Hannah Gibson, a 

17-year-old from Bettws. 

• Stacey Hart, an 18- 
year-old hairdressing 
student from Kenfig Hill. 

• Miranda Holmes, 
a 22-year-old mobile 
beauty therapist from 
Ewenny. 

• Heather Hopkins, a 

17-year-old student from 
Maesteg. 

• Sarah Keast, an 18- 
year-old social care stu¬ 
dent from Llangeinor. 

• Stephanie Lubbock, 


a 24-year-old stock trad¬ 
er from Porthcawl. 

• Amy Poole, an 18- 
year-old student from 
Bettws. 

• Gemma Sykes, an 

18- year-old student from 
Ogmore Vale. 

• Laura Thomas, a 

19- year-old student from 
Aberkenfig. 

• Mollie Woodward, a 
16-year-old student from 
Lit chard. 

The final will take 
place at Porthcawl’s 
Grand Pavilion on 
Friday, February 11. 

As in previous years, 
the contestants will 
fundraise for The Joshua 
Foundation - a charity 
for children with termi¬ 
nal cancer, ahead of the 
big day. 

The event organiser, 
Paula Abbandonato, 
from Vibe, said: “I think 
we have a tremendous 
line up of young women 
in the competition this 
year. 

“They interviewed 
extremely well and we 
are confident that the 
next Miss Bridgend will 
be a good candidate for 
the Miss Wales crown.” 

The current Miss 
Wales is Courtenay 
Hamilton, a 20-year-old 
classical singer from 
Llantwit Major. 

She has just returned 
fromcompeting in the 
Miss World event in 
China. 


nearby streets by way of 
excessive vehicle move¬ 
ments, accelerating and 
braking noise (due to the 
steepness and geometry 
of the road)”. 

However, the officers 
say that alternative 
access arrangements can 
be made to the site, 
which opens up the pos¬ 
sibility of an amended 
application in the future. 

ORIGINAL USE 

The second reason 
given by the officers is 
the re-emergence of 
Kingswood Leisure and 
Learning, which wants 
to return the centre to its 
original use, as a young 
persons’ outward bound 
camp. 

Kingswood expressed 
an interest in 2007, soon 
after the centre closed, 
but officers note that the 
company wrote again on 
January 5, saying that 
the company still wanted 


to negotiate with BCBC 
about re-opening the 
centre. The report notes: 
"This is new information 
that was not available to 
planning officers at the 
time of writing the origi¬ 
nal report for the plan¬ 
ning committee.” 

In the light of this 
information, the officers 
say that refusal could be 
justified because "...it 
would appear that alter¬ 
native operators for 
such a use have not been 
fully considered by the 
applicant, and the devel¬ 
opment would therefore 
represent the loss of a 
community facility..” 

Opposing the devel¬ 
opment is Vale AM Jane 
Hutt, who told The 
GEM: 

“Meeting people on 
Somerset View, I once 
again saw how danger¬ 
ous this road is. 

“How on earth could 
it be opened up as the 
main access route for 
more than 85 houses?” 


Richard takes 
first prize 
at photo club 



Richard Craze (on left) was this 
month’s winner. 



PYLE and Porthcawl 
Photographic Society 
held its annual ‘port¬ 
folio competition’ at 
The Rest on 
Thursday, January 
27. 

The competition 
attempts to show the 
broad photographic 
skills of the club mem¬ 
bers, as each entrant has 
to supply an image in 
each of four categories, 
portrait, 

landscape/seascape, 
abstract/still life and 
nature, and the winner is 
the person with the high¬ 
est combined score. 

The competition judge 
was Les Loosemore, 
who entertained us with 
his usual enthusiasm. 


style and clarity, provid¬ 
ing not only the marks 
for each image, but also 
an invaluable critique 
and some suggestions 
for improvement, mak¬ 
ing it a very enjoyable 
evening. 

First place went to 
Richard Craze with his 
images ‘Follow me 
mates’, ‘Morning Mist’, 
‘Spring Bloom’ and 
‘Sam’. 

David Jones and 
Lynne Jeffreys came a 
close second and third 
respectively. 

Congratulations to 
them and many thanks to 
all who took part for 
making it a great 
evening. GE 



RNLI lifeboat crew save 
family adrift near rocks 


PORTHCAWL RNLI 
were called out recently in 
freezing conditions late at 
night, to rescue a young 
family from a small cabin 
cruiser that was adrift off 
Rest Bay. 

The boat, which had just 
been bought, was on its way 
from Swansea to Porthcawl 
when both the main engine and 
its outboard back-up motor 


failed. The Porthcawl lifeboat, 
‘Rose of the Shires’, with Tim 
Morgan at the helm, found 
that there were four adults on 
board, plus an 18-month-old 
baby. 

At this point, the cabin 
cruiser was struggling against 
the tide and was close to rocks 
at Rest Bay. The lifeboat took 
it under tow back to Porthcawl 
harbour, where mother and 
baby were rushed ashore to be 
assessed by shore crew and 


coastguards. 

Phil Missen, the lifeboat 
operations manager, said: 

“The volunteers responded late 
on a Friday night in freezing 
conditions, at a time when they 
were spending time with their 
own families.” 

Members of the public can 
visit the RNLI website for advice 
on sea safety and the use of life¬ 
jackets and emergency equip¬ 
ment. 


WHAT WILL BE THE LASTING 
LEGACY FOR PORTHCAWL? 


AS a Porthcawl taxpayer who is very 
interested in regeneration, I have been 
following your articles and readers’ let¬ 
ters in The GEM with interest. 

I do get the feeling that regeneration is at last 
really on the agenda and there also seems to be a 
gathering swell of public opinion that we who are 
not the closeted few, want to know what is going 
on, and contribute to the plans and the debates 
about the future of our town. 

Contrary to lengthy opinions from your corre¬ 
spondent Coun Ken Watts (The GEM, January 27, 
that 'regeneration is not shrouded in secrecy') I 
have to tell Coun Watts that it is. 

Of course, he knows what’s going on, as he tells 
us he is leading everything. I readily appreciate he 
may be regularly appraised by BCBC officers, but 
we are not. 

What comes across is a huge helping of arro¬ 
gance and a further huge helping of annoyance that 
the peasants may be revolting! 

What really struck me on reading Coun Watts 
letter was that the fault for not knowing what is 
going on is mine! 

I should go to a town centre manager who 
appears in John Street every Wednesday - I didn’t 
know one existed, am I alone? 

I should attend Newton PACT meetings - I am 
not a Newton resident! I should ask Porthcawl 
Town Council. However, the problem there is it 
that answers come through the post 10 days later. 

Coun Watts states that when he is on his ward 
‘walkabouts’ regeneration is rarely discussed. This 
is partly due to apathy and partly due to a complete 
lack of knowledge on the part of the general public 
in Porthcawl. 

The common cry of any resident I speak to is, "it 
has been going on for years and we will never see 
it”. 

When has the town council or Coun Watts used 
taxpayers’ funds to consult with the residents? 

When have they issued a newsletter? We see plenty 
of newsletters at election time and then nothing for 
four years. 

I am a member of the Porthcawl Facebook 
group, which is at last providing a forum for the 
silent majority, an opportunity to suggest what we 
would like to see - and yes, to understand what is 
realistic and what is not. 

It is pressure from the public that will challenge 
the path of least resistance. Just look at what has 
happened in the last month: it is now on the town 
council agenda for the first time in years. 

People in the town are starting to look at some of 
the eyesores and question why BCBC is not being 
proactive and maldng some land clearance and 
facilities improvements now in advance of receiv¬ 
ing regeneration monies; use reserves now, that 
can be repaid out of land receipts. 

Finally, I ask what has been done in Porthcawl 
that has a lasting legacy improvement? The only 
thing I am aware of is the new boardwalk from 


Rest Bay to Pink Bay. This has been a super initia¬ 
tive, entirely driven by officers in the borough. 

The next will be a new pathway to join up Ocean 
View flats and Rest Bay - another BCBC initiative, 
identifying need, funding and getting it going. Well 
done to Alison Roberts and her team. 

John Howley, Porthcawl 


V A NEWMAN GLASS QUIZ 
LEAGUE ROUND-UP 


League leaders 
march onward 


MATCHES played 
on Monday, 

January 24, ran 
pretty much to form. 

Liang ewydd Arms 
made top score again 
and seem to be heading 
for a record season. 
They did a demolition 
job on Llynfi Arms by 
56-38, and it didn’t help 
that Llynfi’s sport expert 
was missing. If he had 
been there, the blow 
might have been soft¬ 
ened, but it’s difficult to 
imagine a different 
result. 

Second place Royal 
Oak Nomads managed 
to see off Maesteg 
Catholic Club 52-48, 
but only after a struggle. 

Both teams scored low 
in the written section 
(25-23 to the Nomads) 
but both picked up well 
from then on. 

It was a very close 
affair at the Oldcastle 
where the As just shaded 
it by 52-50. Tyrisha 
Royals scored 51 to 
Coychurch Wanderers’ 
37, and Tondu Railway 
Club are still seeking 
their first win of the sea¬ 
son after losing 49-42 at 
Laleston Inn A. 

In Division Two, Six 
Bells have a six-point 
lead as they hit 
Oldcastle B for a 52-36 
victory, but there was 
some juggling for mid¬ 
table positions because 


of this week’s results. 

Llangeinor AFC move 
to joint second after win¬ 
ning 51-44 at Pyle RFC 
and are joined by 
Pheasant Gamekeepers 
who won 46-43 at 
Oddfellows Arms. 

Those two have 14 
points, then come 
Laleston Inn B on 13, 
having lost 41-9 at 
Pheasant Poachers who 
have 12, as have Cabo 
Roche who dropped from 
second after a 45-43 
loss against Heol-y-Cyw 
RFC. 

Now for the weekly 
testers:- 

1. In Botticelli’s 
famous painting ‘The 
Birth of Venus, ’ what is 
Venus standing on? 

2. Who commanded 
the Apollo 17 mission 
and was the last man to 
walk on the moon? 

3. Which NFL team 
won the Superbowl for 
the first time in 2010? 

4. The composer 
Frederick Delius was 
bom in which English 
city in 1862? 

A RUDGE, 
(Hon Sec) 
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[EEaCE SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

2011 FIXTURES 


As two arch rivals prepare to kick off again in world's oldest rugby championship... 


After the 2005 and 2008 Grand Slams, 
Wales hopes that history repeats itself! 


T 7.45pm tomorrow evening 
(Friday, February 4) the oldest 
rugby championship in the 
world kicks off when the two teams 


SIX NATIONS 
FIXTURES 2011 

4 February: 

WALES V England (Millennium Stadium, 
Cardiff, 19.45 GMT) 

5 February: 

Italy V Ireland (Stadia Flaminio, Rome, 14.30 
GMT) 

France v Scotland (Stade de France, Paris, 
17.00 GMT) 

12 February: 

England v Italy (Twickenham, London, 14.30 
GMT) 

Scotland v WALES (Murrayfie Id, Edinburgh, 
17.00 GMT) 

13 February: 

Ireland v France (Lansdowne Road, Dublin, 
15.00 GMT) 

26 February: 

Italy V WALES (Stadia Flaminio, Rome, 14.30 
GMT) 

England v France (Twickenham, London, 17.00 
GMT) 

27 February: 

Scotland v Ireland (Murrayfield, Edinburgh, 
15.00 GMT) 

12 March: 

Italy V France (Stadia Flaminio, Rome, 14.30 
GMT) 

WALES V Ireland (Millennium Stadium, 

Cardiff, 17.00 GMT) 

13 March: 

England v Scotland (Twickenham, London, 
15.00 GMT) 

19 March: 

Scotland v Italy (Murrayfield, Edinburgh, 

14.30 GMT) 

Ireland v England (Lansdowne Road, Dublin, 
17.00 GMT) 

France v WALES (Stade de France, Paris, 
19.45 GMT) 


that launched it 129 years ago, lock 
horns again at the Millennium 
Stadium in Cardiff. 

It was on an inauspicious day at Swansea in 
1882 that Wales played England for the first 
time in what was then known as the 
International Championship, confined to just 
the four home nations. 

England ran in four tries for a whitewash 
win, but just II years later, Wales revolu¬ 
tionised the game by reducing the nine-man 
pack to eight and introducing an extra man 
in the threequarter line. The result was 
Wales’ first-ever Triple Crown. 

This heralded the first Welsh ‘Golden 
Era’, as Wales went on to dominate the first 
decade of the 20th century, remaining 
unbeaten at home between 1900-1913, includ¬ 
ing back-to-back Grand Slams in 1908 and 
1909. 

In 1910, the Four Nations became Five 
when France entered the championship 
(though forced to withdraw for a protracted 
period over the thorny issue of payment to 
players. How times have changed!) 


VALE OF 

GLAMORGAN INN 

Superb home-cooked food 
at sensible prices! 

♦ REAL ALES ♦ REAL EOOD 
^REALEIRES 


SIX NATIONS 



[cnrc 


RUGBY LIVE! 

53 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Tel. (01446) 772252 



by Don John 


Those early years were also marked by 
three back-to-back Grand Slams for England 
(France had to wait until 1997-1998 to record 
the achievement); but 1950 and 1952 saw two 
more Grand Slams for Wales, and after a fal¬ 
low period in the 1960s, the Dragon again 
dominated the championship, with two 
Grand Slams during the ‘Golden Era’ of the 
Seventies (1971 and 1976), plus five Triple 
Crowns in 1971,76,77,78,79. 

Change came again in 2000 when Italy 
came on board to complete the Six Nations 
and in 2005 and 2008, Wales added two more 
Grand Slams (under Mike Ruddock and cur¬ 
rent coach Warren Gatland) to complete an 
overall total of 10 Grand Slams and 20 Triple 
Crowns. 

Of the other nations, England have notched 
12 Grand Slams, France nine, Scotland three 
and Ireland 2. 

Last year’s champions, France, are the 
bookies’ favourites to retain the title this 
year, which has the added zest of providing a 
testing run-in to Rugby World Cup 2011 in 
New Zealand. Both Wales and England have 
had their Six Nations preparations partly 
blighted by injuries to key players, but will 
nevertheless approach the campaign with 
quiet confidence, as will the 2009 Grand 
Slam champions, Ireland, while Scotland 
could be the dark horses, and lowly Italy are 
quite capable of again providing a shock or 
two for the unwary. 

Welsh fans will be hoping that history is set 
to repeat itself, starting tomorrow evening: 
Both the 2005 and 2008 Grand Slams began 
with victory over their oldest rivals from 
across the Severn. 

All in all then, a fascinating tournament is 


in prospect as the six camps not only seek to 
gain an advantage and make a point to their 
rivals, but look to lay down a marker for 
their World Cup aspirations Down Under. 
SO LET BATTLE COMMENCE! 

The Wales team to face England at 

the Millenium Stadium on Friday: 
James Hook (Ospreys); Morgan Stoddart 
(Scarlets), Jonathan Davies (Scarlets), 
Jamie Roberts (Blues), Shane Williams 
(Ospreys); Stephen Jones (Scarlets), Mike 
Phillips (Ospreys); Paul James (Ospreys), 
Matthew Rees (Scarlets, capt), Craig 
Mitchell (Ospreys), Alun Wyn Jones 
(Ospreys), Bradley Davies (Blues), Dan 
Lydiate (Dragons), Sam Warburton (Blues), 
Andy Powell (Wasps). 

Replacements: R Hibbard (Ospreys), J Yapp 
(Blues), R Jones (Ospreys), J Thomas 
(Ospreys), D Peel (Sale), R Priestland 
(Scarlets), L Byrne (Ospreys). 


1988 Computers ^ Consumables 2011 
www.mjmcom.co.uk sales @ mjmcom.co.uk 


Score a Try! 

Order online with MJM 
www.mjmcom.co.uk 


MJM Computers & Consumables ^ 

95 High Street, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF627DY 

Tel: 01446 733337 Fax: 01446 701001 ' 


ife Horseshoes 

Moulton, Nr Barry 

Watch the RBS Six Nations 
Rugby with us! 

FREE FOOD at 1/2 Time during Welsh matches 

Carling, Worthington & Sh'ongbow 
only &2.30 a pint when Wales are playing! 

Minibus Service Available 


Telephone: 01446 710428 
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JASON STATHAM’S ‘MECHANIC’ IS A 
PREDICTABLE, BUT FUN, ACTION FILM! 


W HILE the 
recent 
Oscar suc¬ 
cess of British 
actors and directors 
seems to recall 
Colin Welland’s cry 
that... ^Hhe British 
are coming”, one 
particular actor has 
proved to be a 
mainstay of 
Hollywood for near¬ 
ly 10 years, though 
his Oscar chances 
are, with the great¬ 
est of respect, 
unlikely at best. 

Jason Statham has 
proved to be a depend¬ 
able box office draw, 
and while his films 
rarely push the bound¬ 
aries, they more often 
than not make for an 
entertaining two hours 
of your life. 

Coming off the back 
of his adventures with 
Stallone, Lundgren et al 


in The Expendables, 
Statham is back head¬ 
lining in The Mechanic. 

He plays Arthur 
Bishop, a hitman known 
for being one of the best 
in the business. 

When he is asked to 
take out his mentor 
Harry (Donald 
Sutherland) by his boss 
(Tony Goldwyn), he 
complies under the 
belief that Harry has 
been leaking secrets. 

Out of respect for 
Harry, he then starts to 
teach Harry’s son Steve 
(Ben Foster) how to 
become a hit-man, 
aware of the secret he’s 
hiding from him; but 
when he discovers that 
Harry was the innocent 
party, Arthur and Steve 
plan revenge... 

When recently 
appearing on The 
Graham Norton show, 
Donald Sutherland said 
that The Mechanic was 
a film that took a won- 


AM’S SURGERY 

THE Vale of Glamorgan AM, Jane Hutt, will be 
holding a surgery at 115, High Street, Barry, 
CF62 7DT, this Saturday (February 5) from 
10am-12noon. No appointment is necessary. 

Contact the constituency office on 01446 
740981 for further information. 

VALEWAYS WALK 

ON Sunday (February 6) at 2.30pm, meet at the 
Blacksmith’s Arms, Llanmaes, for the‘Best Kept 
Midden’ walk. 

For further information, contact Phil on 07854 
526117. 


derful look at father/son 
relationships; strange, 
considering that the 
trailer and poster made 
it look like every other 
Jason Statham film out 
there. 

While I hate to dis¬ 
agree with such an act¬ 
ing luminary as Mr 
Sutherland, I have to 
say that this is to 
father/son relationships 
what Home Alone is to 
childcare - so if you do 
come to watch Statham 
emote about parental 
issues. I’m afraid you 
will be exiting the cine¬ 
ma with huge disap¬ 
pointment. 

However, if you 
come to watch what he 
does best (and possibly 
all he does) then you 
won’t be as disappoint¬ 
ed, for while The 
Mechanic is nothing 
more than the tradition¬ 
al guns ‘n’ octane 
actioner, it at least 
entertains for the dura¬ 
tion. 

Part of the reason for 
that is due to ‘The 
Stath’, who has cor¬ 
nered the market in 
these types of films and 
plays it, as ever, with a 
straight bat. 

While he might lack 
the acting chops of cer¬ 
tain actors, his physical 
presence and ability, not 
to mention a brooding 
charisma, makes him a 
far more engaging 


proposition than the 
action stars of yester¬ 
year who now spend 
their time making and 
hawking schlocky, low- 
grade direct-to-DVD 
rubbish (yes Steven 
Segal and Wesley 
Snipes, I'm talking to 
you!). 

The Mechanic plays 
to his strength, asking 
of him a physical per¬ 
formance that he has lit¬ 
tle difficulty in essay¬ 
ing, while the more dra¬ 
matic elements of the 
story are handled well. 

It helps that the hefti¬ 
er weight is picked up 
by dependables such as 
Sutherland and Ben 
Foster. 

While the former is a 
long way from the 
heights here, he does 
‘grizzled voice of expe¬ 
rience’ wonderfully 
well, and it is actually a 
shame his screen time 
isn’t any longer, his cof¬ 
fee shop scene with 
Statham only hinting at 
what else he could have 
offered. 

Foster, who has been 
typecast as the on-edge 
psychopath in the likes 
of Hostage, 3.10 To 
Yuma and 30 Days of 
Night, here at least 
offers a variance on the 
theme as the wayward 
son who wants to hon¬ 
our his father’s memory 
by becoming a hired 
killer, with the very 
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SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


faintest edge of psy¬ 
choticness. 

Foster’s is the most 
interesting turn here, the 
apprentice to Statham’s 
master, and he gives 
probably the most 
rounded of the perform¬ 
ances as he develops his 
killing abilities, know¬ 
ing full well that the big 
reveal of who killed his 
father will pop up at 
some point. 

Screenwriters 
Richard Wenk and 
Lewis John Carlino 


deliver a script that is 
high in generic type, but 
it fizzes along at a 
steady pace while offer¬ 
ing a decent twisty- 
turny plot, the story 
rolling along in the way 
films of this type do. 

The action sequences 
work well, while the 
dialogue, no matter how 
clunky, has a fair few 
zingers, though sadly 
most them are unrepeat¬ 
able in a family news¬ 
paper. 

Director Simon West, 
shows his big-budget 
experience with a 
much-lower-budget, 
giving the film a nice 
visual feel and keeping 
its gritty look. 

Having helmed Con 
Air and Tomb Raider 
(but let’s not hold that 
against him). West isn’t 
short of set-piece abili¬ 
ty, and here he gives the 
spectacle added blood- 
lust with inventive 
smackdowns that bristle 
with hard-hitting and 
visceral action. 

They are hardly the 
most subtle of 
sequences, but they 
deliver what you would 


want and hope to see in 
an action film of this 
ilk, and are steeped in 
enough reality to hit 
home. 

While the film suc¬ 
ceeds by and large, its 
lack of originality 
(based on the 1972 
Michael Winner film of 
the same name starring 
Charles Bronson) cou¬ 
pled with its similarity 
to the majority of Jason 
Statham’s back cata¬ 
logue, means that The 
Mechanic is hardly the 
most box-fresh offering. 
At times it veers 
towards being a touch 
parodic of the likes of 
The Transporter. 

However, it is still an 
enjoyably diverting way 
to spend 92 minutes, 
and it certainly doesn’t 
drag its feet in getting 
towards its somewhat 


lacklustre, climax; 
while The Mechanic is 
mainly used parts, the 
end product is an enter¬ 
taining, yet ultimately 
forgettable, piece of 
work. 

VERDICT: A case of 
same old for Jason 
Statham as The 
Mechanic hits the same 
buttons the likes of The 
Transporter and Crank 
do. 

Despite the lack of 
originality on show, 
there is a degree of flair 
and excitement through 
Simon West’s direction 
and the pleasing turns 
of the cast, and it is this 
that makes The 
Mechanic a pleasingly 
slight eflbrt. 

Enjoyable. 


Art4U gets a 
boost to funds 


A £1,000 donation 
has boosted a Barry 
charity that helps 
make art easily 
accessible to the 
local community. 

Art4U has more than 
20 volunteers, including 
teenagers, the unem¬ 
ployed and the elderly, 
who take part in projects 
ranging from construct¬ 
ing public sculptures, 
organising music 

recitals, giving educa¬ 
tional talks in schools 
and designing and creat¬ 
ing ‘friendship trees’. 



BUTTRILLS PACT 

public meeting will be 
held at the Philip John 
Community Room, Barry 
Library on Eebruary 14, 
at 6.30pm. 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 
PACT, St Brides Church 
Hall on Eebruary 7, at 
6pm. 

St Nicholas and 
Bonvilston Community 
Council meeting, at St 
Nicholas Church Hall on 
Eebruary 7, at 7.30pm. 
RHOOSE PACT 
Surgery, the Post Office 
on Eebruary 10, at 
10 am. 

PENDOYLAN 
Community Council 
meeting, Pendoylan 
School, on Eebruary 10, 
at 7.45pm. 

LLANDOW/EWENNY 
PACT, Ewenny Village 
Hall, on Eebruary 16, at 
7pm. 

DINAS POWYS PACT, 

on Eebruary 7, the Old 
Library on Britway Road 
at 7pm. 

CORNERSWELL 
PACT, on Eebruary 10, 
in Penarth Leisure 


Art4U plans to use the 
donation to expand its 
activities, including buy¬ 
ing art materials. 

The money came 
from the Co-operative 
Bank’s customer dona¬ 
tion fund, which has 
given £70,000 to worth¬ 
while causes across the 
UK since the start of the 
year. 

Glyn Pooley, the chair 
of Art4U, said: “We’re 
going to use the money 
donated to us by the Co¬ 
operative Bank to con¬ 
tinue to fund the creation 
of outdoor art that the 
whole community can 
enjoy. 

“We’re extremely 
grateful to the bank for 
its generous donation 
which will help to sup¬ 
port us in our work.” 


Famous artist in 
Ysgol Gymraeg 
Sant Baruc visit 

ON Monday, January 24, pupils at Ysgol 
Gymraeg Sant Baruc had a very special visitor - 
Welsh artist Ivor Davies, who came to speak to 
year-3 and year-4 pupils about his work. 

Mr Davies spoke about his work on the Mabinogi 
and the Welsh Princes, which was part of S4C’s 
series Tywysogion. 

He also discussed with pupils his most recent 
work - a mosaic of Saint David. The mosaic can be 
seen in Westminster Catholic Cathedral in London, 
and on his recent visit to the UK, the Pope conse¬ 
crated the work. The pupils were inspired by the talk 
and look forward to producing work in his style. 

Artist enwog yn 
Ysgol Gymraeg 
Sant Baruc 

UYDD Llun, lonawr 24 daeth ymwelydd 
arbennig i Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Baruc, yr 
artist enwog Gymraeg, Ivor Davies. 

Daeth Mr Davies i siarad gyda disgyblion blwyd- 
dyn 3 a 4 am ei waith. Bu’n son ei waith ar y 
Mabinogi, a ’r tywysogion a oedd yn rhan o gyfres 
S4C am dywysogion Cymru. 

Bu hefyd yn son am ei waith diweddaraf sef mosa¬ 
ic o Dewi Sant. Mae’r mosaic i weld yn Eglwys 
Gatholig Westminster yn Llundain, a chafodd y 
gwaith ei gysegri gan y Pab ar ei ymweld diwethafi 
Brydain. Cafodd y disgyblion eu hysbrydoli, ac 
maent yn edrych ymlaen at efelychu ei waith yn y 
dyfodol. 


www.dinaswmdows.co.uk 


Prices To Suit You 

Call now for a free 
no obligation quotation 

Telephone 01446 749055 
Freefone 0800 0260587 - 24hrs 
Fenso Reg. 14824 



DINfiS WINDOWS LTD 

Dinas Windows, Unit 16, Tyverlon Estate, Cardiff Road, Barry 
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Cenotaph: plea 
for information 


I AM a local his¬ 
torian and am 
researching the 
names on 
Pontyclun 
Cenotaph, with the 
help of the south 
Wales branch of the 
Western Front 
Association. 

There are more than 
50 names on the 
Cenotaph, all of whom 
were from Pontyclun or 
the surrounding area. 

I would like people to 
contact me with knowl¬ 
edge of anyone named 
on the Cenotaph, so that 
the rather sparse infor¬ 
mation we have can be 
updated - and full recog¬ 
nition given to those 
brave people who gave 


their lives. In addition, 
there are a number of 
people for whom we 
have no information, 
other than the names 
themselves. 

I would be particular¬ 
ly interested to have 
details (no matter how 
few) on the following: 

Private G Arnold; 
Gunner F W Clark; 
Private W P Edmunds; 
Private D J Edwards; 
Private A F Hunt; G 
Leyshon; Stnr J 
Richards; Private A T 
Willmington. 

Can any of your read¬ 
ers help? 

Edgeley Thomas 
(Contact 01443 222798, 
or email: 

edgeley.thomas @ home- 
call.co.uk) 


Dog fouling and a 
little girl’s distress 


I READ with 
interest the 
recent letter 
from a gentleman 
regarding the foul¬ 
ing by dogs at 
Barry Island. 

There has been a sig¬ 
nificant increase in dog 
fouling, from Tynewydd 
Road to Holton Road, 
Barry. During the snow, 
a little girl (who was no 
more than five years old) 
slipped and fell on the 
ice just outside my 
home. 

To add insult to 
injury, she fell in dog 


mess, which was spread 
all over her coat. The 
child was inconsolable, 
and the mother was most 
distressed; it was also 
upsetting for me to wit¬ 
ness it. 

We comforted the 
child as much as possi¬ 
ble; the coat was so 
soiled and foul smelling 
that we decided to put it 
in the bin immediately. 

I hope this story high¬ 
lights the consequences 
of being an irresponsible 
dog owner and the 
unnecessary misery this 
can cause. 

Ms Thomas, Barry 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


‘IT’S NOT A GOOD TIME TO 
SPEND MONEY ON BEACH’ 


W ITH the start of a New Year, 

which by any stretch is going to 
be a tough one financially, I 
would like to remind our local politicians 
that ALL public spending needs to be 
fully justified. 

Over the past year, we have been kept informed, 
even entertained by the enthusiasm of our local 
politicians for such projects as the pathway to the 
Llantwit Major beach, the ‘requirement’ for a hand 
rail for the small ramp onto the beach, and the 
ongoing battle with nature to keep the beach access 
clear of boulders. 

Barry’s link with 
Haiti could help 

L etters from America and Barry 
published in The GEM have high¬ 
lighted the dreadful plight of the 
Haitian people. 

The constant news from that country tells of in¬ 
fighting and corruption. Even the major charities 
are sometimes at loggerheads as to what to do for 
the best. 

Through your newspaper, we have been given 
the name of a reliable contact in Pignon, a town in 
Haiti - Dr Guy Theodore emailHH5GT@aol.com 
Twinning, donating and sponsoring have all been 
mentioned. Whatever is decided, wouldn’t it be 
tremendous if a town called Pignon began to hear 
about the generosity of spirit of a town called Barry 
in Wales? 

Tricia Gray, Barry 


While I cannot fault the well-intentioned efforts 
to provide for our local area, I would really ques¬ 
tion the importance (or indeed necessity) for any of 
this expenditure, at a time when funding is so des¬ 
perately short and needed in the primary areas of 
local healthcare, education, and social services. 

With regard to the beach area, in particular, let’s 
be realistic and recognise that what we have on our 
doorsteps is a beautiful, wild and completely tidal 
rural beach. 

What we definitely do not have is a 
Mediterranean sun plaza - so let’s not pretend that 
we can make a safe ‘accessible-for-all’ facility of 
Llantwit beach. 

It is what it is - and it is neither practical nor 
economically sensible to make it anything more. 
Mother Nature will, in any case, undoubtedly win 
through - and as the Vale Council’s Miles Punter so 
politely put it in his statement of October 28 last 
year: ''There are (sandy) beaches in the Vale which 
allow easier access ....” 

I would therefore urge our local politicians to 
think of the greater needs of our community and 
not adopt pet projects that have very limited public 
support or viability. 

It would indeed be interesting to hear from those 
voters who do actually support these schemes and 
why they feel that public funds should be spent in 
these ways - particularly at this time. 

Andy Yorath, Llantwit Major 

WRITE IN! We welcome your 
views, news and items of local 
interest, email: gemeditorial 
@tindlenews.co.uk 


‘No avoiding 
blame for the 


costly 

A ndrew 

DAVIES AM 
is fully justi¬ 
fied in forcing the 
Welsh Assembly gov¬ 
ernment (WAG) to 
admit spending 
many millions on the 
aerospace business 
park (The GEM, 
February 14). 

wag’s trumpeting of 
this as creating a “centre 
of excellence” was hype 
that took in the politi¬ 
cians, and has turned 
into a costly failure. 

Apart from the 
£43.9m on development 
costs for the ABP itself, 
WAG spent millions 
more as their share of 
the joint bid for the 
defence training college 
and ABP. 

Our freedom of infor¬ 
mation request revealed 
more than £5.3m to a 
slew of consultants - as 
evident from the £128k 
on two bat houses. 

There were also staff 
costs of the nine-strong 


fiasco’ 

St Athan team, totalling 
£235k in 2009-10, and 
further costs on forced 
land purchases, which 
are now redundant. 

What of the 
Minister’s decision to 
wait for the MoD deci¬ 
sion on training at Easter 
(or later)? It’s crystal 
clear they have failed to 
secure replacement jobs 
for the ex-DARA work¬ 
force, the basic rationale 
given for the ABP. 

The delay looks like 
an effort to escape blame 
before the May elec¬ 
tions, but it also extends 
the period of blight on St 
Athan. 

The politicians, of 
course, blame the MoD 
for abandoning the ill- 
conceived privatised 
defence training plan. 

How convenient, but 
they cannot avoid blame 
for this costly fiasco and 
for refusing to open up 
discussion on a ‘plan B’ 
for St Athan. 

Max Wallis 

(Barry & Vale Friends 

of the Earth) 


Beware grass cutter! 

I WISH to warn people of the danger 
of being in any area where a grass 
cutting machine is in use! 

Last summer, when grass cutting was taking 
place in Barry, a piece of stone flicked up and land¬ 
ed on my head! 

I was lucky - my hair stopped my skin being cut, 
not like the young boy left blind in one eye. 

The operator was wearing a helmet; I now know 
why! 

Name and address supplied. 
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Transform your home ... 

Surprising QUALITY at UNBEATABLE Prices! Dining 




Lounge 

Bedroom 

Occasionai 

Cookware 

• 

Cafe 

• 

Gifts & 

Accessories 

¥ 

Ideal for 
Valentine’s 
Day 

Telephone: 

01656 


11 VILLAGE FARM, INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, PYLE, BRIDGEND CF33 6NU 743719 

(Find us opposite Wyvole Garden Centre) 
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Pam Greenup for 
teenage counselling 


F eeling lost 

dealing with 
your teenag¬ 
er’s problems, but 
unsure where to 


look for qualified 
help? 

Young people are 
under such pressure 
today, with issues 
around divorce, exams. 


bullying, confidence, 
bereavement, body 
image etc. These can 
quickly get out of con¬ 
trol, leading to more 
serious concerns. 

Pam Greenup has 
considerable experience 
working with teenagers 
and is a child therapist 
with a leading Welsh 
agency counselling sur¬ 
vivors of sexual abuse. 

Pam is opening a 
counselling service in 
the Vale for teenagers 
and their families. 

Often the starting 
point is having the 
space to talk and know¬ 
ing you are heard. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01446 
775419. 



PAM GREENUP 

BA Cert Education, ADV Dip. Therapeutic Counseiiing, 
Dip Counseiiing Children and Adolescents. 

01446 775419 

Email: pamgreenup@tiscali.co.uk 


Marketing expertise 
for the Real World! 


F rom website 
planning and 
research, to 
big marketing cam¬ 
paigns; whatever 
your budget, Sybil 
Fowler’s friendly 
and bang-on trend 
approach will help 
both new and estab¬ 
lished businesses to 
access all areas! 

(See Sybil’s site at 
WWW. slrmarketing.com) 
VWBN members can 
also claim a free one- 
hour consultation with 
Sybil post event! 

Thank you to flexi¬ 
ble, off-site administra¬ 
tion service ringmar- 
garet.com for sponsor¬ 
ing this event. For more 


information, contact 
Margaret Everson on 
01446 413734, or email 
enquiries @ringmar- 
garet.com 

Please contact us to 
book for this event at 


members @ vwbn.org.uk 
For more information 
on the benefits of net¬ 
working and joining the 
VWBN, contact mem¬ 
bers© vwbn.org. uk 


Vale Women’s 
Business Network 

Marketing for the Real World! 
Wednesday February 16, 2011 
at Trio Brasserie, Cowbridge, 6.30 - 9pm 

Guests and non-members are most welcome! 

(Guest Membership for this event is £10) 
Please email members@vwbn.org.uk to book 
This Event is sponsored by VWBN Member 
Margaret Everson, Director of ringmargaret.com 

www.vwbn.org.uk 


Hands of an Angel 
has opened in Barry 


ANDS of an 
Angel 

Retreat was 
recently opened on 
Park Road, Barry, 
by Julie Milne, an 
international psy¬ 
chic with more than 
20 years’ experience, 
who is a regular face 
on television and 


has worked with 
many of the top psy¬ 
chics. 

Julie has a team 
behind the scenes who 
are helping her with The 
Hands of an Angel 
Retreat, ensuring its 
success. 

There will be an offi¬ 
cial open day on 
Saturday, Eebruary 5, 


10am-4pm, when 
everyone is welcome to 
go along for free drinks, 
nibbles and a free gift. 

There will also be 
taster readings for only 
£5 on the day with 
developing psychics. 

Hands of an Angel 
runs an open circle 
every Monday, 
7pm-9pm for people to 
learn and raise aware¬ 
ness about the spiritual 
side of life. 

Call in to Hands of 
an Angel at 29c Park 
Road and discover more 
about mediumship, tarot 
readings, angel cards, 
crystal ball readings, 
and view a wonderful 
array of mystic gifts. 

To book for readings 
or for further informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01446 
736444 or 07971 
216846. 



DS of an ANGEL 
RETREAT 

Julie Milne, International Psychic 

Medium and Tarot reader (as seen on TV) 

NOW OPEN AT 29c PARK ROAD, BARRY 

Tarot, Mediumship and Angel Card Readings 
Courses Available 

Open Circle every Monday 7pm - 9pm 

Also available - Angel Jewellery, 
Crystals and Mystic Gifts 

Tel. 01446 736444 / 07971 216846 

www.hands-of-an-angel.co.uk 



Looking to advertise in over 43,000 copies, 
from Penarth to Porthcawl, AND online - 
then call us on 01446 774484 or email: 
gemsales @ internet-today, co. uk 


ECONOMIC DOWNTURN - KNOW 
YOUR EMPLOYMENT RIGHTS 



Expert 
employment 
solicitors 
for both 
employers 
and employees 


• Unfair/wrongful dismissal 

• Discrimination 

• Disciplinary/Grievance 
Procedure 

• Employment contracts 

• Compromise Agreements 

For further information contact David Lewis: 

01446 721000 

or e-mail: mail@passmores.com 

21 Tynewydd Road, Barry, CF62 8HB 

www.passmores.com 


Experience an 
escorted tour 


W 


HEN 

choosing a 
holiday, 
there comes a time 
when a week 
around the pool is 
no longer enough 
to stimulate the 
senses. 

If you are looking for 
a great way to explore a 
region, experience 
some history or culture, 
then there is no better 
way that an escorted 
tour. 

Your package usually 
includes accommoda¬ 
tion, food, excursions 
and the services of an 
expert tour guide. 


By coach, rail, sea, 
river or air, an escorted 
tour will offer you great 
value for money and a 
fantastic experience 
with like-minded trav¬ 
ellers. 

So, if it’s the UK, 
Europe or the ‘must 
see’ worldwide sights 
such as The Great Wall 
of China, Ayers Rock, 
The Rockies or Machu 
Picchu, You Choose 
Holidays can recom¬ 
mend the right tour for 
you. 

Stop dreaming and 
start planning... call in 
or telephone 01446 
713410! 




Cotn# and jcnn ut on Monday 
7th and sa# a luxurious 
Edwards Rad Dra 9 on Coach^ 

Free Insurjnce*’* or Oscount on your 
tawouriie UK and European Holiddys 


‘‘I,* ti.♦*» * ti .1 li.'.i ‘ . ■» 



youchoasetioiidays ca ; 


Tel: 01446 713410 


E veryone is feeling 

the strain of an uncer¬ 
tain economy: As an 
employer, you may have legiti¬ 
mate redundancy issues. 

This area can be complicated and 
to get it wrong can be time-consum¬ 
ing and expensive, so taking legal 
advice from us at an early stage could 
help avoid litigation. 

As an employee, you may find 
that your employer has not dealt with 
workplace procedure correctly and 
you may have recourse against them. 


If you believe you have been treat¬ 
ed unfairly or discriminated against, it 
pays to get expert advice as soon as 
possible. 

Your redundancy might be legiti¬ 
mate, but we can still check your 
award and discuss your case. 

Passmores is the only provider of 
Legal Aid in employment law in the 
Vale of Glamorgan; contact us to see 
if you qualify. 

For further information, contact 
David Lewis on 01446 721000 or 
mail @ passmores. com 


A treat for collectors 
at toy and train sale 


T he first sale 
of the year 
for Barry’s 
toy and train col¬ 
lectors takes place 
on Sunday, 
February 6, at 
Barry Leisure 
Centre in 
Greenwood Street 
from 10.30am-3pm. 

Enthusiasts from all 
over Wales (and from 


further afield) will be 
present, as will the stall¬ 
holders. 

Eollowing on from 
last month’s very suc¬ 
cessful Cardiff show at 
the Penarth Leisure 
Centre, Barry offers col¬ 
lectors another chance 
to sell and to exchange. 

Throughout 2011, 
seven such shows are 
taking place - three in 
Barry and four for 
Cardiff. 


Organiser Chris Dyer 
said: “The two venues 
(both owned by the Vale 
Council) offer great 
facilities, with excellent 
access and public trans¬ 
port options. 

“We bring in our own 
caterers for the day and 
this all helps to make 
for a very happy, social 
event, rather than just a 
commercial show. 

“Parking is another 
big selling point and 
Sundays at Barry allow 
for virtually unlimited 
free parking. 

“In these difficult 
economic times, the toy 
and train sales offer a 
very reasonable day out, 
as we have kept our 
admission charges to a 
minimum, and the 
traders are also keeping 
their prices as low as is 
possible.” 

Telephone 01643 
702757 and 07966 
694579; website 
WWW. chrisdy erf airs. co. uk 


miss the... 

BARRY TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SUNDAY, 6th FEBRUARY, 2011 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Barry Leisure Centre, Greenwood Street, 
Barry, Nr Cardiff, South Waies CF63 4RU 
BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

70 Tables, Many top dealers in Dinky Toys, 
Corgi Toys, Matchbox, Britains, EFE, 

Lledo, Hornby, Bachmann, Lima, etc. 
and much, much more 

Admission £1.50 - Chiid/OAP £1.00 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
E-Mail: dyer@minehead46.freeserve.co.uk 
Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 

Promoted by Chris Dyer, Minehead, Somerset, UK 


S TOP hurting 
and start heal¬ 
ing with a free 
neck, back and pos¬ 
ture check. 

Small or undetected 
spinal problems often 
lead to neck and lower 
back pain, whether it is 
an ongoing ache or an 
occasional niggle. 

A check-up can 
detect early indicators, 
such as poor posture, 
decreased range of 
motion and stiffness, 
muscle tension and 
spinal misalignment. 

This 15-minute 
screening assesses all 
joints and measures 
range of motion within 
the neck, shoulders and 
spine. 

We will also answer 
any questions you have 
and discuss with you 
how chiropractic treat¬ 
ment may be able to 
help. 

To book your free 
appointment with 
Optimal Chiropractic 
and Sports Massage, 
call us on 07402 
368153. 


How well does 
your neck and 
your back feel? 


Are you in PAIN? 



Chiropractic Can Help: 

Back Pain - Sciatica - Headache - Neck Pain 
Dizziness - Migraine - Shoulder, Elbow, Wrist and 
Arm pain - Whiplash - Hip, Knee, Ankle and Leg 
Pain - Postural Problems - Sports Injuries 

OPTIMAL CHIROPRACTIC 
& Sports Massage of Cowbridge 

EveningAVeekend appointments available 
Flexible appointments - Fully registered 
Male and Female Chiropractor Available 

For appointments, information 
or advice, call us on: 

07402 368153 
FREE BACK. NECK 

& POSTURE CHECK 

WWW.OPTIMALCHffiOPRACTIC.CO.UK 
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N ew tv? Don’t waste time with 

unreliable set top aerials if you are 
not getting all the channels or 
experiencing picture break-up, take 
advantage of our February promotion. 

Do you have a HD-ready TV? If so, are you 
making the most of it? Without a high definition 
source your HD TV is just a TV 

With one of our Freeview HD or Frees at HD 
receivers you could tranform your TV and enjoy 
Six Nations rugby on BBC HD and FA Cup, 
Champions League football and the 2011 Rugby 
World Cup on ITV HD. All subscription is free in 
stunning high definition! 

CJ Pitman is an established company over 12 
years old. We give friendly personal service with 
satisfaction guaranteed. 

For more information, call Chris or Craig on 
01446 747852, or 07980 971303. 

MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP WARM 
THIS WINTER... 


Let us put you in 
the (HD) picture! 


CJ Pitman TV & Audio 


February Promotion!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied & Installed Only £70 
2 Rooms Only £20 Extra (no hidden costs!) 
Freeview HD Box Delivered Installed £120 
Freeview HD Box Delivered, Installed and 
Aerial Upgrade Only £180 


• Free Estimates 

• TV Wall Mount Specialists 

• Freesat/Sky Installation 
& Servicing 

• Domestic & Commercial 



Local Tradesman 
From The Vale 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 


Reg No: 18266277 




Call Chris or Craig on 
07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Bany, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 


A re your 
windows 
shutting 

properly? Do you 
have draughts? Are 
you secure in your 
home? 

Decorative Glass 
double glazing Repair 
service has been trad¬ 
ing since 1991, and 
provides a reliable, effi¬ 
cient and friendly serv¬ 
ice throughout the 
Vale, Cardiff, and 
south Wales valleys. 

Let us provide you 
with a no-obligation 
quotation to see where 
that draught is coming 
in. 

Perhaps you want 
more privacy from 
your glass? 

Or maybe you would 
like your locks upgrad¬ 
ed? 

Give us a call today, 
as we could save you 
money! 


DOUBLE GLAZir 
REPAIRS 

(WOOD, UPVC, ALUMINIUM) 


* Broken Ckiis RepiMOfmm 

* Mkted Otim 

* Fajky/Breken Hkif 
Lodes, Handle 

* Patk> Door Problimi 

* Draiq^/LHking 
Winckmsi Doorii 
Censor vatoHes 

* Cadlips, lottOffeo M e v 
Now Door PmeB 


^ SCainod Clw Ropain and 


^ QoM/mOron (d aN typos 
aittosto 

* uPVC Now Windowi/Doori 
kfwtaBod 

* Upgrades to Locks and 


* Fasdas, Guoertnt Oadlnf 
*Siop Fronts 


For a Frre Quoiatom by a 
KelkiMe Cmnprtitht ComfHtni Senidttf* Cardiff, 

The Vaie and Sonth Waies VaUeys 
Tekphnnr: on 02V20 566694 / 07950027X26 

IhTiivliiins A anlcnni 
.kk) Wesirrn .Ueniir, l.biiuhifT, C^nlifT 


Guiding Light Centre's courses 


C HRISTINE O’NEILL opened the 
Guiding Light Centre almost four 
years ago in High Street, Barry, 



GUIDING 

LIGHT 

CENTRE 


Training Centre 
for Mediums and Psychics 


90 High Street, Barry CF62 7DY 

01446 735691 


gu id i ngl ightce ntre@ya hoo.co.uk 
WWW. guidinglightcentre.co.uk 


offering Tarot readings and courses; the 
centre’s weekend Tarot course has been 
nominated as one of the top 10 weekend 
courses by The Telegraph, 

The centre runs one-day courses in mediumship 
and one-day courses in psychic skills, which are 
proving very popular (these are an introduction to 
our 10-week courses). 

Once a month, ‘An Evening of Clairvoyance’ is 
held, with Christine and our students offering 
mediumship and psychic drawings. 

Crystal Therapy, EFT and Reiki, as well as a 
large selection of crystals, crystal jewellery and 
Angel cards etc, are also available. 

We will soon be opening at a centre in Swansea. 
Please see website for more details. 


CCTV arrests 


Penarth’s Mikado 


CCTV working under 
the umbrella of the 
Safer Vale Partnership, 
assisted with three 
arrests and the location 
of one missing person 
in the week ending 
January 30. 

It contacted police on 35 
occasions, with one arrest 


taking place at Glebe Street 
in Penarth concerning 
affray; while two more 
arrests were made at Broad 
Street, Barry, for alleged 
public order and being 
drunk and disorderly. 

In addition, a missing 
person was found safe and 
well at Holton Road, Barry. 


GILBERT and Sullivan’s The 
Mikado is the latest musical produc¬ 
tion by Concept Players to be staged 
at The Paget Rooms stage in 
Penarth from February 17-19. 

The familiar story includes famous songs 
like Three Little Maids, Wandering Minstrel 
I, Tit-willow and I’ve Got A Little List! 

Tickets on 029 2049 0019, or can be 
booked online at www.concept-players.com. 



SORT 
SAV£ 


n c 


Mark Rollings, Project Manager 
of the Sort and Save project with 
Diane Stringer fromTy Hafan 


Sort & Save charities 

In these tough economic times, people across Wales are tightening their purse strings and many charities 
are feeling the strain. However, an innovative new scheme in the Vale of Glamorgan means that residents can 
donate money to charity without it costing them a penny. 

The Sort & Save centre in Llandow enables people to earn money, tor themselves or local community 
groups, from their recycling and a number of local charity partners have already signed up to benefit from the 
scheme. Ty Hafan, Bridgend based Y-Bont, New Hope, Llantwit Major and Age Concern, Cardiff & the Vale of 
Glamorgan are all eligible to benefit from customers’ recycling rewards. 

In order to participate in the scheme, customers register their details and bring their clean recycling to the 
Sort & Save centre, where points are awarded according to market value. These points are collected until the 
end of the year when they are either changed into cash or donated to a local school, charity, sports club or 
community project. Mark Rollings, Sort & Save project manager said, “We are really pleased to have signed 
up so many worthy causes and hope that the added incentive of raising money for charity will spur people on 
to recycle more.” 

“As a local charity Ty Hafan is delighted to be part of this new and innovative scheme to encourage recy¬ 
cling tor the benefit of the environment as well as giving the opportunity for the general public to support us in 
this way”, commented Diane Stringer from the family hospice for young lives based in the Vale of Glamorgan. 
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Where to find us: 

Unit 2. Vale Business Park. 
LUrdow CF71 7PA 
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Thursday, Eebruary 3rd, 2011 


Low tide reveals the shipwreck secrets 
of stricken Steepholme at Tusker Rock 


I PHOTOGRAPHS by STEVE JON^ 


T he Bristol Channel has 
always been treacher¬ 
ous for shipping, and 
the stretch from Porthcawl to 
Llantwit Major especially so. 

After all, its reputation led to 
the building of the lighthouse at 
Nash Point. 

Probably the most recent inci¬ 
dent was in 1968, when the 
dredger Steepholm ran aground on 
Tusker Rock - and then broke up 
in heavy seas. 

Fortunately, thanks to the 
prompt action of RNLI lifeboat 
crew, the sailors on board were all 
rescued and no lives were lost. 


However, a considerable amount 
of wreckage from the Steepholm is 
still to be found on Tusker, but it 
requires a very low tide to expose 
it. 

There was such a low tide earli¬ 
er this year and a group of locals, 
including a number of Porthcawl 
RNLI crewmen, took the short 
boat trip out to the rock. 

Operations manager Phil 
Missen (pictured below with the 
Steepholme’s propellor and two 
damp terriers) was one of the 
party, while Porthcawl helmsman 
Steve Jones was there with his 
camera. 
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Out and About with The GEM 


‘Miss Vale’ hopefuls take 
to the stage in Porthcawl 


THE final of the 
Miss Vale of 
Glamorgan contest 
is just over a week 
away, and the 
young hopefuls who 
will compete for the 
crown have just 
been announced. 

The winner will, of 
course, then go on to the 
national final, with a 
chance of being crowned 
‘Miss Wales’. 

In total 16 young 
women will t^e to the 
stage. They are: 

• Monica Agrezzi, a 
16-year-old student from 


Barry. 

• Kelly Barratt, a 17- 
year-old student from 
Penarth. 

• Jodie Hopkin, a 21- 
year-old sales manager 
from Barry. 

• Kelly Horrigan, a 
19-year-old student from 
Barry. 

• Shanice Huggins, a 

17- year-old student from 
Barr.y 

• Victoria John, a 20- 
year-old student from 
Llangan. 

• Leanne Jones, an 

18- year-old student from 
Llantwit Major. 


Barnardo’s seeks 
supportive runners 

THE countdown has already begun for the 
Lloyds TSB Cardiff Half Marathon on 
Sunday, October 16, and Barnardo’s Cymru is 
appealing for runners to support its vital work 
with vulnerable children. 

To register as a runner, visit www.cardiffhalf- 
marathon.co.uk, ticking - ‘I am fundraising for 
BarnardoY. 

To find out more about running for Barnardo’s 
Cymru, contact Sarah Jordan on 02920 436268 or 
email sarah.jordan @barnardos. org. uk. 


HOST FAMILIES 
URGENTLY REQUIRED 

to accommodate European students. 
Short or long stay. 

Excellent remuneration. 
Telephone Chris on 01792 460085 
or mobile 07876 497459 


• Samara Matthews, a 
17-year-old student and 
sales assistant from 
Barry. 

• Tatyana Owen, a 
17-year-old student from 
Barry. 

• Anysha Panesar, a 
16-year-old student from 
Llangan. 

• Ranya Rigga, a 17- 
year-old student and 
waitress from Barry. 

• Hannah Thain, a 

20- year-old student from 
Rhoose. 

• Aimie Wheatley, a 

21- year-old beauty spe¬ 
cialist from Llantwit 
Major. 

• Carly Whelpley, a 
24-year-old student from 
Penarth. 

• Leanne Whitehom, 
an 18-year-old student 
from St. Athan. 

•Kimberley 


Whitehouse, a 20-year- 
old receptionist from 
Llantwit Major. 

The final will take 
place at Porthcawl’s 
Grand Pavilion on 
Friday, February 11. 

As in previous years, 
the contestants will 
fundraise for The Joshua 
Foundation - a charity 
for children with termi¬ 
nal cancer ahead of the 
big day. 

The event organiser, 
Paula Abbandonato from 
Vibe, said: “I think we 
have a tremendous line 
up of young women in 
the competition this 
year. 

“They interviewed 
extremely well and we 
are confident that the 
next Miss Vale of 
Glamorgan will be a 
good candidate for the 
Miss Wales crown.” 


Bro Radio shadows 
MP in Commons 


THE Vale MP, Alun 
Cairns, was ‘shad¬ 
owed’ at the 
Commons - for his 
local radio station Bro 
Radio’s documentary 
series Community 
Connect. 

Presenter Steve 
Powell quizzed the MP 
on his role on a tour of 
Parliament and sat in on 


The 


Highwayrna 

NOW RE-OPENED 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 




Wayne Morgan and his 
uncle Nigel George 
Welcome you! 

Back to its roots with a new 
quality pub food menu 
including the traditional 
condemned man’s meal 
and big steaks. 

Meals served Monday - Thursday 12 midday - 9pm (last orders) 
Friday and Saturday 12 midday - 9.30pm (last orders) 


TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

plus Normal Menu - Served 12 midday - 5pm 


RBS SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

All matches shown live on Big 
Screen - Free food at half time 
during Welsh mgby matches. 

Join us on Friday, 4th February. 


Saturday, 5th February 

Live Entertainment... 

The popular local band 

‘Brother Steve’ 

Watch out for regular 
entertainment at the 
Highwayman Inn 

Free Minibus Service available for 
diners (local area) phone for details. 



Prime Minister’s ques¬ 
tions. He also met some 
Barry residents who had 
come to watch the 
debates. 

Steve Powell, who is 
station manager, said: 
“Our Community 
Connect specials can 
take our listeners to 
locations that may not 
be accessible to mem¬ 
bers of the public.” 

The programme will 
be broadcast on 
February 8 at 10am. To 
find out more about Bro 
Radio, you can listen 
live at www.broradio.fm. 


WHAT’S ON IN YOUR AREA? 


Musi cal holding a public meet- 

. ing to discuss the 

Syening March 3 referendum 

THE Tabernacl Music fy|| law-making 
Society is to present an powers for the National 
evening of operatie Assembly on Tuesday, 
February 8, at 7pm in 
Hall, Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys. 

rj.. • 1 * 1 Speakers include for- 

This talented group a/t- • . j 

comprises IMS'resident ok "a 

accompanist Steven A'd Rhodn 

Burges (piano), with “organ Conservative 

three memters of Welsh Wales Central AM 

National Opera, Emma 
Lie welly, soprano, 


shows and much more, 
performed by the musi¬ 
cal ensemble Volante. 


Simon Buttle, tenor, and 
Julian Boyce, baritone. 

It takes place on 
Sunday, February 6, at 
7.30pm at Tabernacl 
Chapel, Derwen Road, 


South Wales Central AM 
Chris Franks. 

Fibromyalgia 

Support 

THE Vale of 
Glamorgan 


charged at standard rate. 

Weavers’ talk 

THE Glamorgan Guild 
of Weavers, Spinners 
and Dyers will meet on 
Eebruary 9 at 7.30pm, 
in Old School, Sully, 
when Joanne Terrar 
gives a talk on her 
recent degree course, 
and the work she pro¬ 
duced for it. 

Admission: members 
£2, visitors £3.50. For 
further details contact 
Kirsten Gable 01443 
650336, or email 
kirstengable @ hotmail. co 


Free lecture 

CYTUN Social Justice 
Committee will hold a 
public meeting on 
Wednesday, Eebruary 
9, in All Saints Lesser 
Hall at 7.30pm, when 
the speaker will be the 
Rev Roy Jenkins, BBC 
presenter and chair of 
‘Christians against tor¬ 
ture’. 

The subject of his lec¬ 
ture will be ‘Why 
Religious Ereedom is 
Dangerous.’ 

All are welcome. 
Admission free. 


Bridgend Tickets £6 at Fibromyalgia Support 
the door or from 01656 Croup monthly meet- 
654899. AT **^8 Tuesday, 

PnLHr* Eebruary 8. 

.r UOllC Contact the group 

meeting leader, Barbara Clissett, 

THE Barry and Vale on 0845 345 5813 for 
‘Yes’ campaign will be further details. Calls are 


Dip for charity! 



ARTHUR 
Thompson, funeral 
director with A G 
Adams & Son in 
Barry, took to the 
icy waters of Barry 
Island in aid of Clic 
Sargent, the chil¬ 
dren’s cancer chari¬ 
ty, and in doing so 
raised £208. 

The charity itself 
raised just over £5,000 
on the day. 

Mr Thompson said: 
“Thanks must go to all 
those friends who turned 
up to support the event, 
and all those who kindly 
sponsored me. ” 


This week’s Ty Hafan 
lottery draw winners 


THE following are tery draw number 
winning numbers in D655. 
the Ty Hafan • The rollover, which 
Crackerjackpot lot- now stands at £10,500, 



Nuhston, Nr. Rhoose 

Tel. 01446 710205/07596 630057 

Email fishman3268@yethoo.co.uk 



St Mellons Hotel 

Castleton, Cardiff 
Tel. 01633 680355 

THIS SUNDAY 
6th February 



Coed-Y-Mwstwr 

Hotel 

Coychurch, Bridgend 

Tel. 01656 860621 

Sunday 20th February 

Welcome bags compliments of House of Fraser 
Wedding List. Live entertainment throughout the 
day. Free admission, 11am - 4pm. 


If you retire any details please email 

j amie @ eternitywithlove.co.uk 
www.eternitywithlove.co.uk 


was not won this week. 
• £2,000: 800218. 

• £10: 784547; 
761006; 741717; 130166; 
721760; 408872; 369806; 
480416; 533237; 772979; 
622785; 625814; 217636; 
587124;838848; 164062; 
404916; 760058; 319064; 
656279. 

• £5: 259022; 
316238; 295595; 638110; 
730386; 620225; 705657; 
807211; 269353; 457676; 
408976; 291009; 506724; 
261837; 343717; 159672; 
894249; 729389; 236378; 
670072; 104603; 205740; 
629303; 370405; 871345; 
271697; 588202; 791074; 
125113; 244813; 886458; 
767715; 396564; 832255; 
121229; 388527; 646772; 
618071; 251597; 791118; 
654926; 556298; 263352; 
857908; 542116; 119365; 
703753; 819904; 535412; 
758632; 112953; 240014; 
631605; 659230; 294365; 
384846; 462510; 811026; 
136674; 354718. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or o mi ssions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


HOLOCA VST EXHIBITION 

The National Holocaust Memorial 
Exhibition is currently on display at Art 
Central in King Square, Barry. 

It is running until February 19, and 
is open from 10am - 4pm, 

Tuesday to Saturday. 

The exhibition is free of charge. 


BRIDGEND SAMARITANS 

'WHATEVER YOU ARE GOING THROUGH, 
WE WILL GO THROUGH IT WITH YOU' 
24/7 EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 
01656 662333 or 08457 909090 

O pen for visitin g n.00am-9.00 pm 
2 Green Street, BRIDGEND. CF31 1HF 

e-mail: jo@samaritans.org _ 


WHY NOT VOLUNTEER TO BE A SAMARITAN? 

For more details, phone or write 
to us at the above address 



The GEM 
Winter Pet Food Appeal 


¥ 

SCATS 1 


Farm & Country 1 


sponsored by 


More than ever, our local animal 
shelters are under massive strain 
to home and feed an ever grovdng 
number of pets, that, for one 
reason or another, are no longer 
in their own homes. 

Most pet owners treat diet pets as part of the 
family and will even be including them in the 
family Christmas presents! 

If you can help feed a sheltered animal 
this winter, please bring your pet food 
donation to The GEM in Cowbridge and 
we will get it to one of the local shelters. 



Thank you, from all the animals! 
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Thank you for saying 

‘AN EISTEDDFOD 
FOR ALL PEOPLE’ 


- says event 

I REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN | 


chair Dylan 



Dr Dylan Jones will be spreading the Eisteddfod 


THE headteacher 
at Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg, Dr 
Dylan Jones, has 
been made the 
chairman of the 
local Eisteddfod 
executive commit¬ 
tee - a body with a 
vital role to play 
when the national 
celebration of 
Welsh culture 
comes to Llandow 
in 2012. 

Dr Jones had one 
clear message when he 
spoke to The GEM 
about his new post - that 
the National Eisteddfod 
will be an exciting and 
varied event for both 
Welsh speakers and non- 
Welsh speakers. 

He is confident that 
the event, running from 
August 4-11 next year, 
will be a success - 
despite competition from 
the London Olympics, 
which will be on at the 
same time! 

Dr Jones said: “I do 
see the Eisteddfod as a 
chance to include and 
welcome the entire com¬ 
munity. 

“It will be a great cel¬ 
ebration of Welsh cul¬ 
ture, and all the schools 
in the Vale will be invit¬ 
ed to take part.” 

He said that there was 
a parallel with his expe¬ 


rience in Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg. Although it 
is a Welsh medium 
school, 85 per cent of 
the parents are not Welsh 
speakers. However, he 
feels that the school has 
successfully made every¬ 
one feel part of the same 
community. 

He said: “The organ¬ 
ising committee has set 
itself a target of raising 
£300,000, and around 
the Vale a series of local 
committees are being set 
up to achieve this. 

“Once again, anyone 
can get involved, and 
there will be hundreds of 
fundraising events taking 
place over the next 18 
months.” 

He said that this 
Eisteddfod would hon¬ 
our a number of Vale 
figures who had made 
significant contributions 
to the development of 
the Welsh language and 
culture. 

He said: “Although 
the Vale has a reputation 
as an anglicised area, 
there are many major 
figures who deserve 
recognition - perhaps 
starting with lolo 
Morganwg himself, who 
staged the first Gorsedd 
of Bards at Primrose Hill 
in Cowbridge.” 

All the schools in the 
Vale will be invited to 
send children to ‘audi¬ 
tion’ for the various tra¬ 
ditional dance groups 


that are part of the 
Eisteddfod. 

Dr Jones said: “Eor 
instance, the 'Dawns 
Flodau’ accompanies the 
Chairing of the Bard, 
and the children who 
will have been picked to 
work with the dance co¬ 
ordinator.” 

He emphasised that 
anyone who has never 
visited an Eisteddfod 
will find far more going 
on than they might 
expect. 

The main pavilion 
will, of course, host the 
competitions, but much 
more is on offer in the 
science and technology 
pavilion, while there will 
be a literary pavilion as 
well, a popular feature in 
recent eisteddfodau. 

In addition, there are 
numerous performance 
stages, featuring all 
types of music, from 
classical to folk and on 
to rock. 

Dr Jones added that 


he thought that many 
people were unaware of 
the economic scale of 
the Eisteddfod. 

He said: “The event 
will bring in millions to 
the local economy, with 
so many people visiting, 
and with many of them 
staying in the Vale for 
several nights as well.” 

He added that the 
Vale Council were well 
aware of these benefits, 
and that they had 
received great assistance 
from senior council offi¬ 
cers. 

Dr Jones’ official 
duties will start at the 
Eisteddfod in Wrexham 
later this year, when 
there will be a ‘handover 
ceremony’ - just like the 
Olympics. 

From then on, it will 
be down to the various 
local committees to raise 
funds and make the 
Vale ’5 Eisteddfod one to 
remember! 


Computer Club learns new tricks 


MEMBERS of the 
Penarth Computer 
Club liked the idea of 
varying the format of 
the meetings to pro¬ 
duce a better mix of 
detailed working of 
the basics and general 
awareness of what 
computers are capable 
of. 

The notes that accom¬ 
pany our Hints and Tips 
talk can be found on our 
website www.penarth- 
computerclub.co.uk, but 
over the years these have 


grown to the stage that 
individual points cannot 
be covered in great 
detail. 

In some instances, a 
little more explanation is 
needed and we are going 
to try to provide that in 
short sessions at the start 
of some of our meetings. 

After some time using 
a computer, we know 
what we want to do with 
it. Even though we man¬ 
age to do it, some minor 
tasks might be fiddly or 
tiresome. The object of 
the short sessions will be 


to remind ourselves of 
the options we have for¬ 
gotten about or never got 
around to learning. 

The Windows operat¬ 
ing system will always 
have several ways of 
doing just about any sim¬ 
ple operation. Are you 
sure that you are using 
the ones that really do 
suit the way you prefer to 
work? 

Our short sessions will 
be looking through the 
options again. 

If you are confident 



SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS - 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 
•Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 

Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 

allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 


The Three 
Horseshoes 
give boost 
to LATCH 

THE LATCH Chari- 
ty was the benefici¬ 
ary after a special 
evening was held at 
The Three 
Horseshoes Public 
House at Moulton 
over the weekend. 

Thanks to local sup¬ 
port, a total of £1,100 
was raised which will 
boost the funds of a 
cause popularly known 
as the ‘Welsh Children’s 
Cancer Charity ’. 

Three Horseshoes 
owner, Richard Peters, 
said: “It was an awe¬ 
some evening with 
music, curry and live 
entertainment. 

“We are already plan¬ 
ning to do another one 
soon!” 


that you do not need to 
do the exercise as you are 
already satisfied with 
your methods, ask your¬ 
self this question: ‘When 
I have a Window open on 
my desktop, how many 
controls are available to 
change the size or posi¬ 
tion of it?’ 

The first eight are easy 
because you have four 
edges and four corners 
that you can grab to 
change the size of the 
window. If you only use 
the four sides, be aware 
that there is a sloping 
double-headed arrow 
available at each comer 
that will adjust the two 
adjacent sides at the 
same time! 

If you didn’t immedi¬ 
ately spot those eight you 
might stmggle to find the 
total of 25 that are avail¬ 
able in XP (and I could 
have missed a few). That 
obviously wasn’t 

enough, because at least 
another two have been 
introduced in Windows 
7. 

If you want to move a 
document around within 
the window, I can show 
you the 11 controls I use. 

And don’t get me 
started on the 19 toolbars 
(all customisable) and 
the hundreds of dedicat¬ 
ed icons that can go on 
them. 

We next meet on 
February 8 at All Saints 
Lesser Hall at 7.30pm, 
when Mike will be show¬ 
ing how Desk Top 
Publishing can improve 
your documents. Visitors 
welcome. HD 


you saw it in The GEM 
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Looking to bring 
a dog into your 
life? Then the 
Dogs Trust 
Rehoming 
Centre may have 
the pet for you! 
For their latest 
‘hound looking 
for a home’ see 
page 19. 


LABRADOODLE 

PUPS 

for Sale 

07766312049 


MISSING 

Small Black Cat 

from 

Lakehill Drive 
Cowbridge 

Name: Twinkle’ 
No collar, kink on 
end of tail. 

01446 771079 


DOG 

GROOMING 

All Breeds Shampooed 
and Groomed 

Collection and Delivery 
Personal Service Guaranteed 

Jenny Gorwill 

Home visits upon request 
3 Grove Road 

LLANDOW, Cowbridge 

Tei.01656890249 


^n-xi-Cotd 

^ ^ Cnuntru f^naat 


Country Lodge for dogs 


This family run, country boarding lodge for 
dogs offers a welcome change of scene for 
your special pets on a working, organic farm. 
Spacious lodgings, carefully socialised 
with regular exercise periods and tailored 
activity to suit your pets needs. 

FFis rurdretreat isjtist minutes from tlieJT48, ^onzdston. 



Refresher 

Break? 

General 

Holidays! 

LONG 

OR 

SHORT 

STAY 

(Open all year). 


Open by appointment: Mon - Fri 9-5.30, Sat-Sun 9-12. 

T: 01446 781256 E: hello@tyn-y-coed-lodge.com 
W: tyn-y-coed-lodge.com 


Looking for ^ 
Happy Holidays 
Wonderful ^ 
Weekends for 
your animals?^ 

Tel; 01446 772171 
Mob; 0787 259 7293 


★ ★ 



Annie's Pampered Pets 
Luxury Dog Hotel 
and Petsitting Service 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Cat Visiting a Speciality 

Fully licensed, CRB checked and 
insured. Why not give us a ring to 
discuss your needs? 


Plus superb rabbit accommodation! 

'k Annie's Pampered Pets 'k 
8 Downs View, Cowbridge, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7HF 

email: anne@aniiiespamperedpets.co.uk 
www.anniespamperedpets.co.uk 


Purr-fection for 
your pet! 


URR-FEC- 
TION 

Cattery is sit¬ 
uated in the heart 
of the Llynfi Valley 
and the company is 
run by John and 
Diane Bain, who 
have more than 30 
years experience in 
small animal care 
and pet grooming. 

Diane is the former 
owner of ‘Clippers Dog 


and Cat Grooming’ and 
she will happily give 
your cat (or dog) a wash 
and brush-up, or a com¬ 
plete makeover. 

Their licensed board¬ 
ing cattery is fully heat¬ 
ed with access to indi¬ 
vidual outside runs, giv¬ 
ing your cat an enjoy¬ 
able experience during 
their stay. 

As breeders of British 
Shorthairs, your pet will 
be looked after as one of 
their own. 



PURR-FE<TIOK. 
CATTERV 

d 



Ahome <■ 

from home 
for your best friend. 

Individual heated chalets, special diets catered 
for. Vaccinated pets only. Discounts for more 
than one cat from the same household sharing. 

OPENING HOURS: 

Mond^ to Friday 10 am to 12 noon & 4 pm to 5.30 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 10 am to 12 noon only 
CLOSED ALL BANK HOLIDAYS 

Phone: 01656 728323 Mobile: 07714 248313 
E-mail: purrfection@talktalk.net 
Godra Bryn, Bettws, Bridgend, CF32 8TU 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna dvm, mrcvs 
Mrs Sonia Susanna dvm, mrcvs 

flead, wormed and 
identichipped aii for oniy £51.60 

North Road, I Poundfield, 
Cowbridge Llantwit Major 

01446 774016 | 01446 794972 


Speciai Offer: 

Your kitten 
or puppy 

vaccinated, 


Classy Cuts - a 
great local dog 
service 


C HRIS AMOS 
is a qualified 
dog groomer 
in St Athan and has 
just launched his 
own business. 

Chris said: “I now 
have my own business 
called Classy Cuts in St 
Athan, and I am groom¬ 
ing from my home, 120 
Tougher Place. 

“I studied and quali¬ 
fied at Pencoed College 
and have gained NVQ 
levels two and three in 
canine grooming. 

“During college, I 
worked part-time for a 
mobile dog wash, and 
once I had finished col¬ 


lege I decided to work 
in a salon in Bridgend. 

“I worked there for a 
year, learning in detail 
more about the groom¬ 
ing trade. 

“During my time 
there, I also took the 
opportunity to run the 
shop on my own for six 
weeks. 

“I loved it so much 
that I decided to start 
my own business. 

“If you would like 
any more information, 
catch me on the ‘dog 
an’ bone’, or come and 
sniff us out!” 

For top grooming, 
please call Classy Cuts 
on 07535 779493. 



CLASSY 
CUTS 


by 

Chris 

Amos 


Fully Qualified Dog Groomer 


Scissor cuts, clipping, nails, 
ears and glands - all carried out in a 
calm, relaxing, specialised grooming area 


120 Lougher Place, St Athan 
Tel. 07535 779493 
or 01446 751737 


Looking to advertise in over 43,000 
copies, from Penarth to Porthcawl, AND 
online - call us on 01446 774484 or 
email: gemsales @ internet-today, co. uk 
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A local home 
from home 
for your pets 


The GEM says ‘thank you’for generous 
response to ‘Winter Pet Food Appeal’ 


D ozens of sacks of dog and cat 
food have been donated by gen¬ 
erous animal lovers in the Vale 
to boost an animal sanctuary that 

The benefits of 
owning a cat... 


H ave you 

ever consid¬ 
ered an 

older cat, instead of 
a kitten as a com¬ 
panion? 

Medical research has 
indicated stroking a cat 
can relieve stress and 
lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of 
cats looking for loving 
homes, aged from six 
months to eight years 
old. 

Even a cat of eight 
years would have 
approximately another 
10 years of life, which 
might suit a much older 
person and give loving 
companionship. 

All our cats have 
been neutered and 
microchipped. Some 
are a little nervous as 
they are used to older 


people who might have 
had to give them up to 
go into homes them¬ 
selves, leaving their 
companion behind. 
These would adapt to a 
quiet, loving home envi¬ 
ronment. 

Currently, we have an 
abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family or peo¬ 
ple to care for them. 

For an appointment 
or further information, 
please telephone 
Maesteg Animal Welfare 
Society on 01656 
721496, 01656 653456 
or 01656 667463. 

Please leave a message 
on our answerphone if 
we are not available. 

If you have any dona¬ 
tions, bric-a-brac or any 
unwanted items, please 
call our shop on 01656 
738977 or 721496. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new famllyl 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 653456 

VYWw.maesfeganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 




AllPets needs 
are catered for! 


A llpets is 

now opened 
under new 
management in 
High Street, Barry. 

We specialise in 
Burns, Dr Johns, James 
Wellbeloved, Royal 
Canin and all other 
branded names for cats 
and dogs. 

We also have a large 
variety of tropical and 
coldwater fish and all 


aquarium accessories 
including fish tanks. 

If you have any pet 
requirement and we do 
not have it in the shop, 
we will be more than 
happy to get it for you. 

We are friendly and 
loyal and will do our 
best to help you. 

Call in to AllPets on 
High Street for all your 
pet requirements at 
competitive prices. 


All Pets 

I Food & accessories for dogs, cats, 

' birds, small animals & reptiles 

• REPTILES -live food £2 a Tub or 3 for £5 
• CORN SNAKE £15 plus starter kit £60 
• BEARDED DRAGONS from £10 each 
• Excellent variety of prices 
on AQUARIUM FISH 
• BIRD FOOD ‘Top brand names 

Free delivery on orders over £5 
101 High Street, Barry (Opposite the old surgery) 

Tel: 01446 732617 


homes and cares for abandoned and 
injured pets. Over the last three months, The 
GEM has run its ‘Winter Pet Food Appeal’ 
and the response has been enthusiastic. 

Margaret Vanderwarker of The GEM, who 
has helped to coordinate the transfer of gifts 
from local people to the shelter, praised peo¬ 
ple’s generosity. 

“We have had no end of sacks of food donat¬ 
ed hy people. 

“At Christmastime, people were even kind 
enough to bring in festive stockings with treats 
and gifts for the animals. 

“It has really shown how much local people 
love animals and care about them.” 

There has even been a touching side to the 
donations as Margaret explained: 

“We have had at least three people who 
have lost their pets and been thoughtful enough 
to bring in food which was spare.” 

The food has been taken to the ‘Socelex 
Animal Ambulance and Sanctuary for Injured 

Make sure your 
cat is comfy! 

Dawn Rose, the 
owner, is an avid cat 
lover and cares for each 
individual cat. She will 
also collect and return 
your pet to you. 

With luxury heated 
chalets, covered runs, 
special dietary require¬ 
ments catered for, 
Sunnyside Cattery is a 
real must for your pet to 
feel pampered while you 
are away. 

Telephone 029 2059 
4755 for further infor¬ 
mation. 


S unnyside 

Cattery is a 
fully licensed 
cattery in the Vale 
of Glamorgan, at 
Wayside Cottage, 
Station Road East, 
Wenvoe. 

Within a rural setting 
in quiet countryside 
with ducks and chick¬ 
ens, the cattery has a 
friendly, family atmos¬ 
phere. 

This luxury boarding 
cattery is recommended 
by their local vet. 


Sunnyside 

Cattery 

Open all year round. 
Fully licensed. 
Luxury heated chali 
All diets catered fc 
Veterinary inspection ap 
Vaccinated cats on! 


ets. 

>r. 

proved. 

ty. 

Wayside Cottage, Station Road East, 
Wenvoe - Tel: 02920 S9475S 


Pets ‘R’ Us is a real 
magnet for owners 

F or local ani¬ 
mal lovers. 

Pets ‘R’ Us is 
a popular destina¬ 
tion with a large 
array of products, 
and is situated just 
off Holton Road 
on Regent Street. 

Owner Steve Lane 
said: “The staff are 
enthusiastic and quali¬ 
fied in giving good pet 
nutrition advice. They 
are all own animals 
themselves, whether it is 
a dog, a cat or a reptile. 

“In fact, the store is 
the official stockist for a 
number of premium dog 
foods, such as Royal 
Canin, James 
Wellbeloved, Bums, 


Animals’. Supporter Sandra Blight said: 
“Socelex is a place for unwanted and aban¬ 
doned animals - dogs, cats, geese, sheep and 
birds. 

“It helps both to care and rehome animals. 
The work done there is amazing and the organ¬ 
isers have been grateful for the kind donations 
of food, particularly when the snow was at its 
worst,” she added. 

Friendly Lexa 
will entertain! 

THIS week, Dogs 
Trust spokeswoman ^ 

Linda Feagan high¬ 
lights Lexa, a one- 
year-old crossbreed. 

“She is a very friend¬ 
ly and affectionate girl 
who can be a little bit 
sensitive, in particular 
with boisterous dogs, 
but she can get on with 
calmer dogs. 

“Her social skills 
with other dogs do need 
working on, but she 
loves playing with her 
good friends! Lexa is 
active and loves off-lead 
exercise. 

“She can live with 
older children, and her 
new family will need to 



ARE 4 PETS 
is an estab¬ 
lished, reli¬ 
able and popular 
pet care company 
whose head office is 
situated at 120, 
Park Crescent, in 
Barry. 

Alison Moya, the 
owner, credits the suc¬ 
cess of Care 4 Pets to 
the high standard of care 
and reliability provided 
by the company. 

Care 4 Pets, estab¬ 
lished 11 years ago, has 
more than 60 pet carers 
offering pet home¬ 
boarding, house-sitting, 
dog-walking and home- 
visiting. 

Alison explained: 
“Many pet owners expe¬ 
rience times when they 
are unable to care for 
their pet - from going 
on holiday and not 
wanting to use a board¬ 


ing kennel, to simply 
needing their dog 
walked or their cats or 
other small animals fed 
at home. 

“Our staff are experi¬ 
enced, reliable and trust¬ 
worthy. All of our home 
boarders are licensed by 
the local authority. 

“People need to know 
their pet will be well 
cared for in their 
absence, and Care 4 

“Pets provides a pro¬ 
fessional and reliable 
service, giving peace of 
mind to our clients.” 

Care 4 Pets also 
offers a complete dog 
grooming service at 
120, Park Crescent, 
Barry and a range of 
quality pet products. 

If you would like to 
hear more about Care 4 
Pets services, telephone 
on 01446 744633 or call 
in to the office. 


LIVELY LEXA. 

enjoy training and 
socialising her. In the 
right home, Lexa will be 
a bright, entertaining 
girlie! ” 

To learn more about 
Lexa, visit Dogs Trust 
Rehoming Centre, Court 
Colman, Pen-y-Fai, or 
call 01656 725219. 


CrE4^fti 

Professional Home Pet Care 

Grooming Salon 

, T.,:0,446 744633 

120 Park Crescent, Local rate: 0845 456 5338 
Barry CF62 6HE www.care-4-pets.co.uk 




Arden Grange, 
Eukanuba, and Proplan. 

“We also offer a dog 
care service with 
grooming, starting from 
£15.” 

Steve also deals in 
some of the more exotic 
pets, and sells tropical 
and coldwater fish, 
snakes, lizards, hamsters 
and tortoises, along with 
the necessary food sup¬ 
plies. 

For local pet owners, 
who want the best 
advice on how to look 
after their pet. Pets ‘R ’ 
Us on Regent Street is 
the place to visit. 

Follow us on Facebook 
- PetsrusGroomers or 
email us on 
Petsrus. barry @ hot- 
mail, co.uk. 



SPECIAL OFFER 

OFF RRP 


on any stickered 12 * 15 kg bag 
from our canine range 

Available from your local stodiist: 

Pets R Us 

1A Regent Street, 

Barry CF628DS 
Telephone 01446 722228 

Penarth Pets 

22 Windsor Road, 

Penarth CF641JH 
Telephone 02920 709111 



ROY44LC(kNIN 

(of more inlormolion pleoie vijii 

or call 0845 300 5011 (UK) 

'Sbckered bags only. Whilsi slodrs last. 
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Residents cope with aftermath 
of Blaengarw’s terrace blaze 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Coun Thomas added: 
“It had a good hold by 
that time. One of the 
neighbours managed to 
get Jane out of her house 
before the fire service 
arrived. We were with 
her in the back garden 
until the ambulance 
came but she was badly 
burned. It was dreadful. 

“It was very brave of 
the neighbour to go in, 
but he managed to drag 
her out. We were all try¬ 
ing to rouse everyone in 
the street and get them 
out. 

“Most people have 
been unable to go back 
into their houses since.” 

Mrs Thomas added 
that Ms Dowtey had not 
lived in the street for 
long and had grown-up 
children. It is believed 
that she lived alone. 

Another neighbour, 
Margery Killa of 8 
Railway Terrace, stated 
she was roused by what 
sounded like fireworks 
going off. 

“I put on my dressing 


gown and went outside 
and could see the blaze. 
We were all outside until 
about 5.30am. 

Thankfully, my house 
was not affected. The 
fire brigade came in and 
checked the attic but it 
was okay.” 

Ms Dowtey had only 
lived in the street for 
about a year. Mrs Killa 
has lived in the street for 
72 years - since she was 
nine years old. 

South Wales Fire 
Service scrambled 13 
fire appliances and fire 
crews from 12 stations 
throughout south Wales 
to deal with the blaze. 

Fire crews remained 
on standby in the street 
all weekend checking 
for ‘hot spots’ in the ter¬ 
race. 

A spokesman for the 
fire service said that 
their investigation into 
the cause of the blaze 
was complete and infor¬ 
mation has been passed 
to South Wales Police. 

Police have also been 
investigating the fire and 
say that they are not 



ABOVE: In the aftermath of the blaze, the house is 
examined by police and fire service experts. 


looking for anyone else 
in relation to the inci¬ 
dent. 

Maesteg sector 
inspector Ralph Harris 
was very impressed with 
the community spirit in 
Blaengarw. 

He said: “We would 
like to thank members of 
the local community for 
the excellent way they 


COUNCIL FREEZES 
BRIDGEND PRECEPT 


BRIDGEND Town Council has 
decided to freeze its precept this 
year. 

It joins Maesteg and Porthcawl in 
deciding to do that. 

This means that council taxpayers 
in Bridgend will continue to pay 
£35.93p at Band D. Householders in 
lower bands pay less and those in 


higher bands pay more. 

The council has now frozen its 
precept for five years and the move 
was agreed by all parties on the 
council. 

That level of precept will give the 
council £200,000 to run itself in the 
new financial year 2011-2012. 





Paralympic athlete 
Jayme inspires the 
Heronsbridge pupils 


STUDENTS from 
Heronsbridge School 
were recently given 
the opportunity to 
meet Paralympian 
world record holder 
Jayme Paris in a 
group spinning ses¬ 
sion at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre. 

The students who 
took part in the event are 
all active members of 
the 5x60 programme, an 
initiative supported by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
Active Young People 
Department. 

Aside from the health 
benefits of keeping 
active the event gave the 
students a unique oppor¬ 


tunity to meet and be 
inspired by a successful 
Australian athlete and 
ask questions about her 
experiences and 

achievements. 

During her time in 
Bridgend Jayme contin¬ 
ued to follow her strict 
training regime by using 
the facilities at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre, 

ensuring she remains in 
peak fitness for the year 
ahead. 

Jayme said: “I really 
enjoyed the session and 
meeting the students. 
The 5x60 programme is 
clearly a great initiative 
which offers the students 
a lot of activities to 
experience and maybe 


even compete in one 
day.” 

A fantastic role 
model, cyclist Jayme is 
the current world record 
holder for the 500m time 
trial event. After win¬ 
ning a bronze medal rep¬ 
resenting Australia in the 
Beijing Paralympic 
Games, Jayme has gone 
on to become the num¬ 
ber one female 
Paralympic cyclist in the 
world, holding the title 
for both track and road. 

The 5x60 programme 
aims to increase the 
number of secondary 
age pupils taking part in 
sport or physical activity 
for 60 minutes, at least 
five times a week. 


have all pulled together 
following the incident. 

“The local population 
has shown exceptional 
strength of character and 
this strength has enabled 
the community to cope 
with such an incident,” 
he reported. 

Local borough coun¬ 
cillor David Pugh was 
not surprised by the 
response: “Blaengarw is 
that sort of place. 

“All the people from 
Railway Terrace whose 
houses have been dam¬ 
aged are now staying 
with friends and family 
locally. People have ral¬ 
lied round to give sup¬ 
port. 

“This fire has been 
very distressing for 
everyone and a number 
of the houses are very 
badly damaged. The fire 
was extremely intense. 

“Of course, we are all 
praying that Jane will 
pull through. It has been 
a terrible time.” 

Ms Dowtey is a local 
woman who previously 


lived in Pwllcarn 
Terrace. She is believed 
to be divorced and has 
three sons. 

Police said yesterday 
that she remains in a 
critical but stable condi¬ 
tion in hospital. 

BCBC staff were also 
involved with the inci¬ 
dent. The council’s 
emergency planning 
duty officer attended to 
assist emergency servic¬ 
es at the scene. 

The Rest Centre staff 
were put on standby in 
case they needed to open 
up a facility to deal with 
those unable to return to 
their homes, but all the 
evacuees went to stay 
with friends and family 
so it was not needed in 
the end. 

At the moment, the 
council’s housing 
department is assisting 
the families who have 
been affected by the fire 
and who may need tem¬ 
porary accommodation 
while repairs to their 
homes are under way. 


Curtain raiser 
thrill for young 
rugby players 


THE Bridgend 
Athletic under-10s 
were asked to play 
a curtain raiser for 
the senior game, 
which was the sec¬ 
ond round Swalec 
Cup clash against 
Pontypridd, so we 
invited Bryncethin 
RFC to be our 
opponents for the 
day. 

The game was split 
into two halves, with a 
ten minute half before 
the senior game kicked 
off, and the second half 
at half-time! 

For most of the half 
both sides were attack¬ 
ing and defending well, 
putting in good runs and 
tackles. Just before the 
half was due to end, 
Bryncethin piled on the 
pressure and were 
rewarded with a try. The 
half ended with 
Bryncethin having a 0-5 
lead and both teams then 
lined up to create a 
guard of honour to wel¬ 
come both Bridgend 
Athletic and Pontypridd 
onto the pitch. 

The second half com¬ 


menced with the remain¬ 
ing Ath squad playing. 

Once again, both 
sides were tackling well 
but it was the Ath who 
looked the more confi¬ 
dent and winger Sam 
Veasey went over in the 
corner. 

Bryncethin were try¬ 
ing to put passages of 
play together but were 
being foiled by a hard 
hitting Ath defence. 

With the Ath in pos¬ 
session, the forwards 
drove well, allowing 
Connor Fabian to have 
ball in hand, he then 
threw a dummy and cut 
through Bryncethin’s 
defence line to sprint in 
to score a good try. This 
was the last score of the 
game, making it 10-5 to 
the Ath. 

Squad: Ffion Revil, 
Brandyn Fookes, Louis 
King, Teo Fillis, Thomas 
Anthony, Josh Tidy, 
Kasari Mehta, Daffydd 
Beach, Megan Webb, 
Sam Veasey, Jack 
Obbard, Gwilym John, 
Thomas Reed, Connor 
Fabian, Jamie Marshall, 
Dan O’Sullivan. PO 
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Young athletes 
are keeping up 
their good form 



ISABEL HUGHES. 


BRIDGEND ath¬ 
letes had an amaz¬ 
ing year in 2010, 
and it is evident 
from the start of 
2011 that this year 
could be the same. 

On January 9, several 
Bridgend athletes com¬ 
peted in the UWIC 
Grand Prix Open compe¬ 
tition. Rhys Roberts 
(under-15B) had some 
great performances and 
gained a personal best in 
the 60m. 

Emma Johnson and 
Rachel Lewis, both 
under-15 G, gained per¬ 
sonal bests in the long 
lump of 4.62m and 
4.56m. 

Senior male Huw 
Roberts ran in the veter¬ 
an 1,500m race and fin¬ 
ished in sixth position, 
running a very 
respectable time of 5.10 
minutes, while under-20 
male, Rob McGregor, 
competed in the senior 
male pole vault competi¬ 
tion, and won with a new 
personal best. 

The under-17/under- 
20 Welsh Indoor 
Championships was held 
at NIAC, Cyncoed, 
Cardiff, on January 22- 
23. 

Isabel Hughes (under- 
17W) ran with great 
speed in the 300m final, 
finishing in third place 
and winning a bronze 
medal. 

Bridgend’s Lucy 
Taylor (under-17W) was 
the golden girl of the 
competition, winning a 
gold medal in the long 
jump. 

Jamie Morris (under- 
20) ran in the 60m heats 
narrowly missing the 
final. He then went on to 
finish in fifth position in 
the long jump. 

In the under-20M 
60m, there was a fight 
for positions with 
Stephen Guest finishing 
in fourth position with a 
time of 8.9 secs. Stephen 
then went on to compete 
in the high jump and pole 
vault, which were sched¬ 
uled at the same time, 
but there were no person¬ 
al bests from Stephen 
who, last year, was 
ranked No 1 in Wales for 
the under-17B high jump 
and pole vaults 

Rob McGregor 
(under-20M) stayed in 
good form, finishing in 
third position in the pole 
vault and gaining yet 
another personal best. 
This was mirrored the 
next day in the senior 
competition, where he 
gained yet another pole 
vault personal best. 

Surprise competitor, 
Rhianydd Llewellyn, 
whose main sport is pole 
vault, entered the under- 
20W long jump. 
Rhianydd finished in 
third place with a person¬ 
al best of 4.69m. 

On January 23, the 
senior competition incor¬ 
porating the 800m was 
held at NIAC. 

Ceri Jones (under- 
13G) competed in the 
800m gaining a personal 


best of 3.02mins, which 
was 11 secs faster than 
her previous personal 
best. 

Bridgend’s star per¬ 
former was Lewis Jones 
who won the under-15B 
800m final in a time of 
2.07.75. This amazing 
time ranks Lewis No 1 in 
Wales and No 2 in the 
UK. 

At the under- 
13G/under-15 Welsh 
Championships on 
January 28, which was 
held at NIAC, the 
younger athletes showed 
great nerve and talent. 

Bethan Johnson and 
Cassie John ran in the 
under-13G 60m and, 
although the girls missed 
out on the final, they 
both gained outstanding 
personal bests. Bethan 
also competed in the 
long jump and gained yet 
another PB. 

Mae Taylor and Ceri 
Jones ran in the under- 
13G 200m heats with 
their times gaining them 
new PBs. Ceri also 
gained a PB in the 60m. 

More PBs came from 
Rachel Lewis and Zoe 
Nash in the under-15G 
60m final with two 
excellent runs. Rachel 
also competed in the 
long jump. 

Newcomer Leoni 
Stephens had a great run 
in the under-15G 200m 
B final, finishing in 
fourth place. 

Emma Johnson ran for 
gold in the under-15 60m 
hurdles, winning the 
gold medal in a time of 
9.64 seconds. Emma 
also competed in the 
long jump, along with 
Zoe Nash and Eelicity 
Williamson-Sarl, who 
gained a new PB. 

Dylan Parry (under- 
13B) was fifth in the 
60m final and also com¬ 
peted in the shot put. 

Although Rhys 
Davies didn’t make it to 
the 60m final, he ran a 
quick heat and achieved 
a PB of 8.94. Rhys did, 
however, make it to the 
under-13B 200m B final, 
finishing in fourth place. 

Evan Williams also 
ran the 200m with a new 
PB of 31.74 secs. Evan 
competed in the long 
jump, finishing in sixth 
place. 





PICTURED: Lucy 
Taylor of Llantwit 
Major. 


Morgan Ley (under- 
13B) had an awesome 
run in the 60m hurdles, 
nearly matching his PB. 

Under-15B Harry 
Davies got through to the 
60m final but his best 
performance was the 
400m, where he finished 
in first place, winning 
the gold medal. 

A silver medal was 
well deserved by the lit¬ 
tle tornado Rhys Roberts 
in the 60m hurdles. Rhys 
also competed in the 
long jump, finishing in 
fifth place. 

Congratulations to 
Isabel Hughes, who was 
selected for the Welsh 
Dragons team to com¬ 
pete in the Celtic Cup, 
held on January 30 at 
NIAC, Cardiff. 

Isabel ran in the 200m 
and the 200m relay and 
gave a superb perform¬ 
ance. 

Congratulations and 
well done to all the ath¬ 
letes who competed in 
these competitions. JR 


Read your 
GEM online - 

bridgend- 
today.co.uk or 
porthcawl- 
today.co.uk 
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NEWS FROM BARRY CAMERA CLUB 


Judge praises high 
standard of entries 


THE first scheduled 
monthly competi¬ 
tion of 2011 was 
adjudicated by 
John Davies, who 
explained his judg¬ 
ing method to club 
members. 

An image needed to 
hold his attention and 
contain an idea or mes¬ 
sage; it needed to be able 
to hang on his wall for 
one month and to be 
enjoyed without him get¬ 
ting tired of it. If it could 
do this, then it stood a 
good chance of being a 
winner. 

John’s judgments 


turned out to be compli¬ 
mentary, encouraging 
and educational. 

In the monochrome 
print category, in third 
place was ‘Face Of A 
Ship’ by Hugh Winnan - 
a clever image of the bow 
of a ship. 

In second place was 
‘Kirkstone Pass’ by Rob 
Owens - a landscape 
image of mountains and 
rocks. 

The winner was 
‘Contrejour Cyclist’ by 
Hugh Winnan - a light¬ 
house, taken as a silhou¬ 
ette, with three well-posi¬ 
tioned cyclists moving 
across from left to right. 


The Cowbridge 
under-7s are 
held to draw 


A FINE, cold day 
saw Cowbridge age 
grade teams head 
into Cardiff for a 
much anticipated 
clash with the 
enthusiastic St 
Peters teams at the 
Harlequin ground. 

Unfortunately, the 
cold, hard pitch meant 
that only the tag ages 
were able to play. 

With only two teams 
playing, a really large 
pitch was available 
which suited both teams’ 
expansive style of play. 

St Peters were the first 
to score before Steffan 
Evans outstripped the 
home defence for the 
opening Cowbridge 
score. 

Reuben Davies then 
got in on the act with two 
blistering touch downs, 
and Akka Guwy finished 
off a team try before St 
Peters answered back. 

Frantic tackling 
stopped the scoreboard 
resembling a basketball 
match, but Steffan Evans 


completed his hat-trick 
with an audacious run 
for a well-deserved try. 

The well-drilled St 
Peters team scored some 
excellent tries of their 
own, but Cowbridge fin¬ 
ished off with a great 
team try scored by James 
Jones, before St Peters 
scored a thoroughly 
deserved draw-saving 
try. 

Final score, St Peters 
8, Cowbridge 8. 

All in all, a great 
game of rugby played by 
two really competitive 
teams meant a draw was 
the only fair result. 

Squad: Finlay Ball, 
Tom Brennan, Robbie 
Brown, Evan Davies, 
lolo Davies, Reuben 
Davies, Steffan Evans, 
Akka Guwy, Morgan 
Harris, Will Harries, 
James Jones, Archie 
Lloyd, Sam Payne, Rhys 
Pritchard, Ifor Rees, 
Lewys Robins, Will 
Ryan, Finlay Sullivan, 
Luke Tredwell, Harry 
Treharne. 

JD 


Barry Pumas hit 
Cardiff Northern 
for six goals 


BARRY PUMAS 

6 

CARDIFF NORTHERN 

1 


Barry Pumas were 
on fire last Sunday 
with their biggest 
win of the season. 

The game was under 
threat due to the frozen 
pitch but went ahead 
once the referee was sat¬ 
isfied the surface was 
playable. 

Pumas were quickly 
off the mark when Ben 
Weekley scored from 
close range within 10 
minutes of play followed 
by a header that flew per¬ 
fectly into the top comer 
four minutes later. 

The Cardiff team 
quickly replied with a 
header from a long throw 
to half the deficit. 

Callum Taylor was on 
the score sheet again 
with two goals before 


half time. 

Sad news for Pumas as 
left back Stephens came 
off at half time with a 
broken ankle that he sus¬ 
tained in the first few 
minutes of the match, 
and it looks like he'll be 
out for 6-8 weeks. 

The Barry team held 
strong in the second half 
and had to deal with a lot 
of pressure and near 
misses from the Cardiff 
side. 

However, Pumas man¬ 
aged to counter attack 
well and Weekley netted 
a further two times. 

Pumas’ next oppo- 
nants will be Division 2 
leaders Cardiff Police in 
the second round of the 
Lazarou Challenge Cup. 


In the colour print cat¬ 
egory, in third place was 
‘Caps and Canes’ by 
Hugh Winnan - two eld¬ 
erly men, enjoying a chat 
- a sympathetic study of 
old age. 

In second place was 
‘Autumn Scene’ by Rob 
Owens - a beautifully 
light stone cottage with 
smoke plumes rising 
from its chimney. 

In first place was 
‘Exhilarating’ by Trevor 
Ford-Smith - a sporting 
image of a white water 
canoeist. The much- 
impressed judge said that 
this image was worthy of 
publication. 

In the projected 
images category, in joint 
third place were to 
‘Window Box’ by Mike 
Lewis - a sky blue wall 
with a window and win¬ 
dow box painted in yel¬ 
low. 

Also in third place was 
‘Iris’ by Phil Stillman - a 
beautiful purple Iris, with 
light falling on the petals. 

In second place was 
‘Winter Train Ride’ by 


Phil Stillman - a train 
disappears around a bend 
and the railway track 
leads us into the image. 

The winner was ‘Got 
My Eye On You’ by Jane 
Humphry- a brilliant 
image of part of an owl’s 
face. 

John was thanked by 
chairman Steve Durbin. 
This month’s competi¬ 
tion contained some var¬ 
ied subjects and some of 
the notable pieces of 
work came once again, 
from newer members, 
such as ‘Mile High’ by 
Allan Preece, which the 
judge thought very high¬ 
ly of. 

Barry Camera Club 
meets every Friday 
evening from 7pm- 
9.30pm between 

September and May at St 
Francis Millennium 

Centre, Porth-y-Castell, 
Barry Garden Suburb, 
Barry, CF62 6NX. New 
members are welcome to 
attend, with no obliga¬ 
tion to join. 

Barbra Archdale-Smith 


BARRY RAVENS PICK 
OFF PENCOED LADIES 


BARRY ladies 
hosted top-of-the- 
table Pencoed 
ladies in this eager¬ 
ly anticipated 
league clash on a 
brisk Sunday after¬ 
noon with condi¬ 
tions perfect for 
rugby. 

The home side front¬ 
ed up against their 
much-fancied opponents 
and the tight five exerted 
early domination, espe¬ 
cially in the set piece, 
with the front row part¬ 
nership of Jodie Parker, 
Victoria Miller and Mel 
Curran colossal at scrum 
time. 

It was the league 
leaders Pencoed who 
struck first, when the 
home side failed to 
defend a set piece close 
to the line to allow a 
score in the corner for an 
unconverted try. 

The Barry backs 
began to tick behind 
their pack with Kim 
Jones having a fine 
game pulling the strings 
at stand-off, while also 
putting in her shift with 
some important carries. 


BARRY RAVENS 

15 

PENCOED LADIES 

10 


A smart exchange of 
passes between Siwan 
Lilicrap and Hannah 
James on the right hand 
side cut the defence 
wide open, with James 
finishing off the move to 
level the scores with her 
second try in as many 
games. The conversion 
was missed. 

By now the home side 
was in ascendency and 
Raf Taylor gave Barry 
the lead with a trade¬ 
mark dash off the base 
of a ruck. 

Pencoed rallied early 
on in the second half, 
and they were camped 
for long periods inside 
the home 22, but some 
resolute defending, led 
by captain Gemma 
Naughton, her back row 
partner Rebecca Boffy, 
and the all-action play- 
er-of-the-match Lynsey 
Rees, kept the away side 
at bay. 

Instead, the Ravens 
increased their lead with 
a breakaway try by 
Carole Ann Burt, with 


the conversion once 
again unsuccessful. 

Pencoed threatened to 
come back into the game 
and nerves were jan¬ 
gling as the away side 
finally got a score to 
bring the scores to 15-10 
with time still on the 
clock. 

With a last throw of 
the dice, Pencoed negat¬ 
ed the Barry pack and 
opted for an uncontested 
scrum to deliver quick 
ball for the backs, only 
for Rees, Jones, Taylor 
and CO to slam the door 
firmly shut and seal a 
monumental win. 

Club captain Lisa 


Jordan, who was side¬ 
lined by injury, 
expressed her pride in 
the team. 

This was clearly the 
game that all the players 
and backroom staff 
(Richard Jordan, 

Anthony Williams, 
Nicki Yapp & Dean 
McCarthy) have been 
working for. 

Team: Vaughan; 

Synan, Rees, Lilicrap, 
Holmes; Taylor, Jones; 
Parker, Miller, M. 
Curran; E. Curran, 
Shepherd; Boffy, 

Naughton (c), 

McCarthy. 

Subs: Burt, James, 
Northcott, Clay, Long, 
Tresidder. 

Player-of-the-match: 

Rees. 

KC 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(CARDIFF ROAD (A4055), DINAS POWYS) 
(ESTABLISHMENT OF A PEDESTRIAN 
(PUFFIN) CROSSING) 

1. The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its powers 
under Section 23 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act (1984) (as 
amended), and of all other enabling powers intends to establish a 
pedestrian (puffin) crossing for the reason described in Schedule 
1 and at the location described in Schedule 2 below. 

2. Full details of the proposal and a copy of the plan (Ref: 

T/11/08/MS), may be inspected at the address shown below 
during normal office hours. 

SCHEDULE 1 

The Council deems it necessary in the interest of safety to estab¬ 
lish a pedestrian (puffin) crossing outside the train station to 
improve pedestrian safety. 

SCHEDULE 2 

The centre of the pedestrian (puffin) crossing will be located 
approximately 105 metres northeast of the centre of its junction 
with Station Road. 

Dated this 3rd day of February 2011 

Mr. M.E. Punter 

Head of Visible Services 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, Quarry Road, 

Wenvoe, CF5 6AA. 


Barrivale results 


LATEST results from Barrivale - 
Tuesday, January 25: 

First, Mark Roderick and Denis Mottram - 61.88 
per cent; second, Mick Green and Jane Brook - 
58.75; third, Mike Close and Noelle Bond - 57.26. 

Mark and Denis also won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale, 
for more information ring 01446 733425. 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

(CARDIFF ROAD (A4055), DINAS POWYS) 
(GOSOD CROESFAN PL) 

1. Mae Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau o dan 
Adran 23 Deddf Rheoli Traffig (1984) (ddiwygiedig), a phob 
p_er galluogi arall, yn bwriadu gosod croesfan pal i ddibenion 
sydd wedi’u nodi yn Atodlen 1 ac mewn lie sydd wedi’i ddisgrifio 
yn Atodlen 2 isod. 

2. Cewch weld y cynnig Hawn a chopi o’r cynllun (Cyf: 

T/11/08/MS), yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau swyddfa arferol. 

ATODLEN1 

Mae’r Cyngor yn barnu ei bod yn rhaid gosod croesfan pal y tu 
allan i’r orsaf reilffordd fel y bo’n fwy diogel i gerddwyr. 

ATODLEN 2 

Bydd canol y groesan hon (sef croesfan pal) ryw 105 medr i’r 
gogledd-ddwyrain o ganol y gyffordd a Station Road. 


Dyddiedig 3 Chwefror 2011 

Mr. M.E. Punter 
Pennaeth Gwasanaethau 
Gweladwy 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Canolfan yr Alpau, 

Heol y Chwarel, 

Gwenfo, CF5 6AA. 
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THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(PARK CRESCENT, BARRY) 
(ESTABLISHMENT OF A PEDESTRIAN 
(PUFFIN) CROSSING) 

1. The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its powers 
under Section 23 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act (1984) (as 
amended), and of all other enabling powers intends to upgrade 
the existing pedestrian (zebra) crossing to a pedestrian (puffin) 
crossing for the reason described in Schedule 1 and at the 
location described in Schedule 2 below. 

2. Full details of the proposal and a copy of the plan (Ref: 

T/11/07/MS), may be inspected at the address shown below 
during normal office hours. 

SCHEDULE 1 

The Council deems it necessary in the interest of safety to 
upgrade the existing pedestrian (zebra) crossing to a pedestrian 
(puffin) crossing. 

SCHEDULE 2 

The centre of the pedestrian (puffin) crossing being located 
approximately 15 metres north of the centre of its junction with 
Kathleen Street. 

Dated this 3rd day of February 2011 

Mr. M.E. Punter 

Head of Visible Services 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, 

Quarry Road, Wenvoe, CF5 6AA. 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

(PARK CRESCENT, Y BARRI) 

(GOSOD CROESFAN PL) 

1. Mae Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau o dan 
Adran 23 Deddf Rheoli Traffig (1984) (ddiwygiedig), a phob 
p_er galluogi arall, yn bwriadu gwella croesfan sebra drwy ei 
throi’n groesfan pal mewn man ac i ddibenion sydd wedi’u nodi 
yn Atodlen 2 isod. 

2. Cewch weld y cynnig Hawn a chopi o’r cynllun (Cyf: 

T/11/07/MS), yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau swyddfa arferol. 

ATODLEN1 

Mae’r Cyngor yn barnu ei bod yn rhaid er diogelwch y cyhoedd i’r 
groesfan sebra hon gael ei gwella drwy ei throi’n groesfan pal. 

ATODLEN 2 

Bydd canol y groesfan hon (sef croesfan pal) ryw 15 medr i’r 
gogledd o ganol y gyffordd a Kathleen Street. 

Dyddiedig 3 Chwefror 2011 

Mr. M.E. Punter 
Pennaeth Gwasanaethau 
Gweladwy 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, 

Heol y Chwarel, 

Gwenfo, CF5 6AA. mg MOflOMIIWI 
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Gladstone School hosts 
the ‘Focus on Food’ bus 




TRAVELLING along Gladstone Road 
last week, you couldn’t fail to spot the 
Focus on Food cooking bus parked 
prominently in Gladstone Primary 
school’s car park. 

As part of its commitment to healthy eating and 
healthy lifestyles, Gladstone Primary School 
proudly hosted the cooking bus for the whole 
week. 

During the week, the cooking bus tutors provid¬ 
ed a range of hands-on practical cooking work¬ 
shops for children in years 3, 5 and 6 as well as 
holding practical sessions for parents, staff and an 
after school club for the school council members. 

Each workshop taught a range of skills and 
processes used to prepare food safely and hygieni- 
cally as well as emphasising the importance of 
making healthy food choices, in particular the con¬ 
sumption of fruit and vegetables. 

Children made vegetable samosas, roasted veg¬ 
etable couscous salad, summer coca bread, leek 
and potato soup, lunchbox wraps, fruit kebabs to 
name but a few. 

“The school as a whole has really benefitted 
from the Cooking Bus visit,” said Helen Reilly, 
healthy schools co-ordinator. “The children who 
participated were so focussed and so enthused by 
the whole experience. 

“We would like to extend our thanks to Richard 
Shaw and Myfannwy Stubbs, the cooking bus 
tutors, and Tony the driver, as well as all the par¬ 
ents who attended the two community sessions.” 




COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 
STUDENTS ON THE SLOPES IN AUSTRIA... 

The senior pupils escape the 
December snow - by going skiing! 




THE school senior 
ski course for 2010 
was once again a 
great success, 
thanks to a fantas¬ 
tic group of pupils, 
school staff and a 
very well-organised 
ski company. 

A party of 46 sixth 
form students and five 
staff travelled to 
Alpendorf in Austria. 
Travelling to Dover for 
the ferry crossing proved 
to be an experience, as 
adverse weather condi¬ 
tions made the journey 
difficult. The snow from 
Bristol to Dover was 
largely unexpected, but 
fortunately the bus com¬ 
pany was well equipped 
with snow chains and 
tyres. 

Arriving in Austria, 
the party were greeted 
with fantastic blue skies 
and fresh powder on the 
mountains. Once again, 
the school used a local, 
family-run business 
called Snowslippers for 
this course. 

The company reps 
and director were there 
to greet the group as 
they arrived in the pretty 
little village of Sankt 
Johann, Alpendorf. The 
ski fitting system was 
slick and all pupils and 
staff were fully kitted 
out with the latest ski 
hire equipment within an 
hour. 

The group were then 
transported to The Hotel 
Larchenoff, where they 
were warmly greeted by 
owners Peter and Heidi. 
The school has used this 
hotel before and the 
level of service, accom¬ 
modation and food were 
all first class. 

The tour party also 
regularly took advantage 
of the on-site sauna and 
spa facilities, as well as 
getting great use of the 
underground function 
room which inevitably 
came to be known as 
‘the rave cave’. 

The venue is superb 
for organising night time 
activities for the pupils 
and much fun was had 
by all when guest DJs 
Mars and Doom brought 
the place to life. 

On the slopes, all 
pupils were instructed by 
the local Austrian Red 
White Red ski school. 
With more than 200km 
of groomed runs and 
high speed chair lifts, 
the area boasts a huge 
variety of pistes that 


more than cater for 
beginners to the most 
advanced members of 
the party. Some of the 
pupils in the top groups 
covered distances close 
to 100km per day. 

Once again, pupils in 
group one were coached 
by the current Croatian 
Olympic ski coach and 
director of Snowslippers, 
Danji Jurkovic. Danji 
was very impressed with 
the standard of skiing in 
both his group and in the 
school party in general. 

Standouts in the top 
group were George Spill, 
Thomas Sander, Amy 
Taylor, Louise Edwards 
and Dillon Morgan. 

George would later go 
on to claim the trophy 
for fastest skier, and an 
award for best senior 
skier during the presen¬ 
tation evening on the last 
night. 

Snowslippers also 
organised a range of 
evening activities to 
keep the pupils and staff 


occupied after all of the 
hard work on the moun¬ 
tain. 

Sledging, bowling, 
swimming, shopping, 
quiz / carol singing and 
a presentation evening 
were all popular among 
both pupils and staff. 

With weather condi¬ 
tions taking a turn for 
the worse back in the 
UK, the staff had to 
make a decision whether 
or not to bring the group 
home a day early. After 
consulting the local 
weather report and liais¬ 
ing with the tour compa¬ 
ny, it was decided that it 
would be a shame for 
pupils and staff to miss a 
full day skiing, especial¬ 
ly as the bus was 
equipped with snow 
chains and tyres. 

With the decision 
made, all pupils and staff 
embarked on the last day 
of skiing in fancy dress. 
The final day on the 
mountain was spent with 
a number of unusual 


sights on the slopes of 
Alpendorf. It was not 
uncommon to spot a fly¬ 
ing cow. Scuba Steve, 
banana man, Mexican 
bandit, giant penguin 
and even glamour model 
Katie Price hurtling 
down the mountain or 
catching a chair lift. 

All pupils and staff 
returned safely to school 
on Christmas Eve with 
great memories and sto¬ 
ries to tell. 

/ would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
both the school and 
Snowslippers stajffor 
their help and organisa¬ 
tion in running another 
successful Senior School 
Ski Course. Above all, I 
would like to thank the 
pupils for the way in 
which they conducted 
themselves during the 
course. They were a 
credit to themselves, to 
Cowbridge to their par¬ 
ents and the school in 
general. Well done! 

GW 
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BUILDING EXCELLENCE IS RECOGNISED AT 
THE VALE COUNCIL’S AWARD CEREMONY 

^Nominations in every category were of the very highest quality^ 



THE eighth Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Building Control Group ‘Building 
Excellence’ awards were held at the 
Mount Sorrel Hotel, Barry, on the 
January 28, 2011. 

The evening was attended by the leader of the 
council, Coun Gordon Kemp; Coun Jeff James, cab¬ 
inet member for planning and transportation; Rob 
Thomas, head of planning and transportation; the 
Mayor of the Vale, Coun Colin Osborne and the 
Mayoress Mrs Ruby Osborne. 

The occasion was also attended by the Building 
Control team, together with the sponsors of the 
event, Julie Bannon of the Best Western Mount 
Sorrel Hotel, Jan Irving of the Glamorgan GEM, 
Steve Nicholls of Steve Nicholls Estate agent, and 
Philip Edwards of ACD Skip Hire. 

The evening was hosted by Marcus Goldsworthy, 
operational manager for development and building 
control group at the Vale Council, who told the 
guests and nominees: “The nominations in every 
category were of the very highest quality and the 
winners will all now have the chance to stand 
against the winners of other councils’ awards in 
south Wales in the South Wales ‘Building 
Excellence’ awards, which will be held at the Vale 
of Glamorgan Hotel and Spa Resort, Hensol on 
April 8. 

“Hopefully, we will see some of them go forward 
to the ultimate achievement of the ‘Building 
Excellence’ award national finals, which will be 
held in London in October, where they will be up 
against nomination from many councils throughout 
England. 

“The awards have shown the quality of work that 
is being undertaken throughout the Vale of 
Glamorgan and we are proud to be rewarding and 
encouraging quality in the construction industry. 

“Our thanks must go to the sponsors, who have 
enabled the event to be firmly placed in the annual 
diary,” he added. 

The award winners who will now go forward to 
the south Wales event are: 

Category 1 - Extension/alteration to a dwelling 

Mike Hopkins of Barry for the alteration and 
extension to Limescourt, Cowbridge. 

Category 2 - Home Conversion 

Mr Gerald Leeke for the new apartments at 
Hensol Park. 

Category 3 New Dwellings 

AJ Banks Building Contractors Ltd., for the 
new dwelling at Golygfa, Colwinston. 

Category 4 - Social Affordable Housing 

Tremlett & Griffiths of Maesteg for the new 
dwellings at Court Road, Barry 

Category 5 - Public & Community Buildings 

Carillion, for the New teaching facilities at 
Cowbridge Comprehensive School, Cowbridge. 
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solar create the mood, 


SALE 
NOW ON 



BLINDS 
AWNINGS 
I WINDOW FILM 


® 01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ^monthly 
North Road, Bridgend Ind. Est, BRIDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

finterest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 



Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 

• GAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 




a© 


VALE BLINDS(Wa.es)Ltc. 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 



BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

vvww.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 



Vf<ticalv Romnns, Rolltrs iod inert 
FREE FREE 


NUm out SJtU Wi SOCHI 

0800 916 6563 




V (MMm 



^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ CAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 


01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



CONSTRUCTION 
Gary Richards 
• New Build 


• Extensions 

• Renovations 

7:01443776616 
M: 07815 730480 


©actip©G §©craa©©s 


VALE CARPETS 

corner to^ (fMC 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Adrian Dcnvdall 

Carpet & Vinyl Speciaust 

(Over 30 years fitting experience) 


Book me and I can collect your carpet or vinyl from 
any retailer - saving you a delivery charge of up to £39. 


• Underlc^lGrippm supplied at up to half retailer prices. 

• Home selection samples supplied. • Free measuring & quotation. 

Call 01446 746745 or 07977 706885 


R.J.T 

-MASTERING 
GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ Barry 
742928 

• Extensions 

• Grant Work 

• Roofs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio/Drives 

• Fibreglass Flat Roofs 

Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


CROSSWAYS 

Building Contractor 
V. J. Mason 

✓ CARPENTRY 

✓ PLASTERING 

✓ BRICKWORK 

✓ DECKING 

✓ ELOORING 

✓ EENCING 
Free Fixed Quotes 

01446 771076 
07815 684421 

VinceJMason @ gmail.com 


ALL WORK INSURED 


COMPLETE INSTALLATION 

BUILD IT ^ 
PLASTER IT !«/ 
PLUMB IT ^ 
07974 572864 



for more information 

MM© MMnifM 01446 774484 



PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 

• 30 years experience • Conservatories 

• Disabled Conversions • Painting/Decorating 

• Render/Pebble Dash • Kitchens/Bathrooms 

• Loft Conversions • PVC Doors/Windows 

• Flat Roofs • Decking/driveways 

• Garage Conversions • DpC Work 

Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax; 01446 743706 Mobile; 07885 537087 


^ B. W. Construction ' 


and Property 


• GENERAL BUILDING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

• KITCHEN FiniNG 

• PLASTERING 


Maintenance 


• BRICKLAYING 

• PATIOS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 


For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 


'Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 
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JR’S Carpentry 


Kitchen/Bathroom Fitting, 
Fiooring, Generai Carpentry 

No job too smaii 
competitive rates 
GAP’S 10% discount 
Free Quotation 

01446 410166 
07792 726232 


• Decking • Fencing • Doors 

• Skirting • Fiooring etc. 

VUE VUiLL BEAT ANY QUOTE 

Call Luke on 
07708 025920 


For all your 
General Carpentry 
Fitted Kitchens - Wardrobes 
Alterations & Refurbishments, etc. 

07500 90 85 50 
01446 79 52 27 


www.flashnewinteriors.co.uk 


WJt W If its wood 
PSy - we're 

Ss^RY rerygooi^ 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Alterations • Decking 
Caii Peter 07749 617322 


ovenu.co.uk 




oveAvi 

oven valeting service ... punctuality, pride. 

# Range & AGA Specialist ^ 

• Ovens & Hobs 

• Extractor Hoods 

# Microwave Ovens 
L# Traditional Stoves 





the UK’s favourite oven cleaning specialists 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 


01446 737695 
07930 157952 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 




AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tei0i446 773 i 58 
07779 7 i 3604 anytime 


Tel: 01446 733201 
Mob: 07889 828855 




Kuairs I Upgridrs 
Hono Visits 

K HioHi (batki 
(imputef i InteinH Sciirily 
Yim lt4fDiYiGlliKhM4r«i 
Miinleiinci (intrirts Ntkont 


ID.GULLIVER' 


ft 




3 First Class Painter 
. and Decorator 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


§ All Internal & External Work 
§ No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07800 652608 


r'STEyE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote.. 


■fl^^l 

T__2Z 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fully qualified. 

11446 795520 
07891 768151/" 


' UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 
’ Windows Misted Up? 

’ Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


OEM 

For more 
information 
01446 774484 




LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


Are you thinking of improving your home? 

VAT frozen for February 
Visit our brand new showroom now open 
9am - 9pm in Bridgend 7 day s a week 

Our energy efficient 
windows and doors 
could save you up to 
£2S6.y 
off your fuel bills 


FREE 32 inch 
Flat Screen TV I 


I Playstation 3 

with every 
conservatory 
or house full of 
I windows and doors 


GARAGE I 

conversions] 

FROM £5,000 | 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
February come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon gas filled energy windows when 
, you order this month oniy - So order NOW! 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Bevelled Front Doors £550 

• Windows & Door Repairs available 7 days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £5500 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648464 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS ■ Established 1994 (2009/^0 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 


Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a w 


*Terms & Conditions apply 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


wfiNfOMf ne UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 


NOW 

APPROVED 




It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

, 0791 808 48 80 , 



incog] 

^ PAINTING & ' 

I 1 ■ I DECORATING 

SERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. 

Gutters Cleaned. Free Quotes. 

Clean tidy worker. Time Served.’ 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 

FULLY INSURED 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


■ 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 ✓ (Domestic and 

Cowbridge 

^ ^ ^ , %/free Estimates 

Mobile: 07973 628842 & Quotations 

e-mail: cdc 137 @hotmail.com 


]©(BliGr“a®aO 


Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 
»Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Fire/Burglar Alarms 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


LAING Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

^ Domestic 
Installer 
» * Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffeU@hotmail.co.uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * I 
* IVeatment Plants * | 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

info@floyds.uk.com 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 




GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vwvw.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Cowbridge & 
Vale Electrical 

RJ.B. ^ 

Time to Renew 
your Shower? 

from 

£99 

includes 
FREE 0^ 1/ 
Safety t 

Check 

01446 792468 
07885 347642 


•f 


Approved Contractor 




ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

1 Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, | 

Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 



K. WATKINS 


1 

Electrical Services 



Bridgend 650723 

‘ - 1 

u 




Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
g Bridgend 659354 ^ 07974 120082 

REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
I Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

I All makes including 

HOTPOINT-CREDA- 
CANDY-HOOVER 



lily 

[Jl 

ZANUSSI-INDESIT ^ I 

Freephone 
0800 074 33 88 

aEi 


Complete Garden Services 

FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


HIVI Garden Services 

ESTABLISHED 2000 

• HEDGES TRIMMED 

• TREES & SHRUBS PRUNED 

• FENCING • LAWNS • POWER WASHING 

• FREE QUOTES 

Call Mike on 01446 401424 



“fy) GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
_l SERVICES 



ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Call Nick on 01446 710736 


or 07790 166480 


Fully insured, excellent references 


and portfolio available 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 
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RmKUn ^ 

Horticultural 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.io.uk 

G)Husqvama 




WM ti mewtme 


Bridce 
Vale 
Tree Services 


9 


Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


r U:cl 


Iht 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Call 

01446 
774484 
The GEM 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 




For all your Gas & Plumbing Solutions 

fss“” k.m — 



www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 




Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from £15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980 063087 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

COMPANY 


Guttering cleaned/replaced, 
UPVC Fasciae & Soffits, 
Interior/Exterior Painting, 
Tiling, All General Home 
Improvements Undertaken 
Tel: 01446 736518 
or 07837 770792 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile), 


AHenlion all Service Providers 

• For help with your advertising- 
marketing - call The GEM 

• We give you 
sound advice 
which is in your 
interest - putting z- 
our customers first. 

Why not call us on 01446 774484 





Wall 2 Wall 

Bathroom Installations 

• Be-spoke Bathrooms 
•Wet Rooms 

• Economy & Family H 

• Plumbing 

• Carpentry 

• Plastering Poj- fj-gg quote or info call 

• Ceremic Wall and Office 01446 732456 

Floor Tiling Mobile 07788594435 

• Affordable Prices 24hr Emergency Call Out 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 * 07876 506982 


fX'Piumhinii 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

« 

0M44tt|f71 
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S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 230141 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



J P Et>WA.RI>S 

RI-UMaiNC S 


BATHROOM SUITES • COMBI BOILERS 
TILING • SERVICING • BREAKDOWNS 
TAPS & WASHERS • RADIATORS 


014^ 790127 07719 0OSS20 

MO cj^iA ocry 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

M P 07815 097994 24hrs, or 01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

uiu Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 
★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 
★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 







Plumbing 
Services 

City & Guilds 
Qualified 

Tel. 01446 774607 
Mob. 07786160192 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
• & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Si Ivey Roofing 

8 




New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 

WWW. ilveyroofing.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


[laSiiOCr'aQOS 


cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llantwit-iTiajor-today.co.uk] 

poi1hcawl-today.co.uk 


JaiifaxTtildverlloofi^ 

' • Slating •Tiling • Lead Roofs ^ 

• Lead FabricationsA/Velding 

EST. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07825 959499 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 




All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile: 07889 514321 [A 
Telephone; 01446 790179 ^ 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


JUS 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

• Manual and Automatic 

• Qualified Instructors 

• Discounts for Block Bookings 

• Tailor made lessons to suit 
your requirements. 

Call Jim Stokes 

01446 620234 
07976 981676 
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Driving School Ltd 

» Lessons from £9.99 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Become an instructor from £325 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


c^§has[iii 

I 
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Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 
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Nice Man 
Cheap Van 

• REMOVALS 

• DELIVERY 

• CLEARANCE 
Best Prices 
Luton van with tail lift 

Tel: 07570 931487 
Keeping Wales on the move 


iSEirvieE: 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 

01446 771105 
\ 07736 391937 / 


We remove 
household waste 4U 

REMOVAL OF ALL WASTE 
FROM HOUSES, GARAGES, 
GARDENS, SHOPS,SHEDS, 
ATTICS, UNITS, ESTATES, 
HDUSING ASSDC, 
CDUNCIL PRDPERTIES ETC. 
Sheds or garages 
^smantled and removed 
From a single item to a 
full load - fully licensed 
waste carriers. 

We are now working in Barry, 
Penarth and Cowbridge - 
Bridgend and surrounding 
areas aiso covered. 


We remove 
garden waste 4U 



SAMEDAY4U.C0.uk 


01656 865 116 
07753 587 13* 
07980 6Z5 116 
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Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @) 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk certified 
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Chefs/2nd Chefs • Kitchen Assistants 
& Porters • Bar & Waiting Staff 

P foe CV 1 add to ear gtoweii^apoiK'cnhor ier«mtqp iMtty food end dtew. the* 
«o car is4m good nafea of pafi ttaewti *td dm^whg^mfl cgpotUMtim^ 

To Apply * simply call Gary Stovtfi Of) 07798 792094 
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GREEN CIRCLE 
CONCRETE LTD 

Requires 

Volumetric 
Concrete Plant 
Operator 

Must have HGV & 
experience of concrete. 
Please ring 01656 668878 


The new owners of 

Boverton Post Office 
Boverton 

require a 

Post Office 
Counter Assistant 
Part Time 

Previous experience 
esssential. 

Apply to: 

Eillon Watkins on 
01446 790004 


TO RENT 
2 Double Bedroom 
House 

Eglwys Brewis 

(off road parking) 

£450 pcm 

Bond Required 

07766 606416 


STATHAN 

(owners emigrating) 
3/4 Bed, as new 
detached house 
£195,000 

(possible part ex) 

Tel. 07767 300154 
or 07792 479418 


^^^ScrapMh^ 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 



Uqnf wr Nttals 


in March. 

3 Bedroom 

Unfurnished House 

Two reception rooms, GCH 
DG, front and rear gardens, 
bond & references required. 

£575 pcm 
Tel: 07733 110999 


STATHAN 

New 3/4 Bed Det 
Houses from £195,000 

105% PX - up or down 
Example: Yours £250,000 
Ours £200,000 
You get £50,000 cash 
Tel: 07767 300154 
or 07792 479418 


TO LET 

BRIDGEND 

Modern Industrial/ 
Storage/Workshops 
Rents from 
£150 per week 
07710 310918 




For aU your car parts 
We take non ferous metals 
Best prices on Tyres 


Tel 01446 792669-792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 


BUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


ADVERTISE HERE £10 box for 

2 weeks. To take advantage of 
this offer simply either send in 
your description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to “The 
Glamorgan Gem” at The Gem, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your wording 
by 12 noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must contain a 
residential land line telephone 
number. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. Sorry 
no refunds are given. 


CrEM Family Notices 
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DRIVE YDUR 
OWN SUCCESS 

.AurofflanAwra 



DCELLnrrTERPiPwt mMj&Ji 
tw s AR&IND ORCirr iriaiJOlhCL 
PfNARfH. BARRY I 5T AIMSl 


1:01543 482926 



Antique Waxed Pine 
Tabie & Six Chairs. 

VGC £120 ono 
IKEA White Daybed. 

Extends to kingsize, 

3 integral drawers 
& 2 matresses. 

£120 ono 

Tel. 01446 772341(4/5) 


Marble Hearth 
+ Back with 
Beech Wood 
Surround 
£120 

Tel. 01446 734595 

_ 


Office in a cupboard 

Natural wood, looks like 
a wardrobe - computer 
filing cupboard. H 69” x 
34 1/2”W. File drawer, 
shelves, slide out table. 
£199 new £45 OnO 
Buyer collects 
Tel. 01446 736245(4) 


Quality Leather 
3 Piece Suite 

including 
Recliner/Swivel 
Armchair, Sage 
Colour, Excellent 
Condition. No sensible 
offer refused. 

Tel. 01446 795139 

(5/6) 


Ideal Standard 
Bathroom Suite 
£120 

WC plus Cistern 
£25 

All excellent condition 

Tel. 01446 774607 

_(5) 




All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


CHARITY SHOP 

requires 

Three-piece suites, 
good quality furniture, 
etc - Free Collection. 

Please call: 

02920 494331 

Lewis Trust Charity 

(Charity No. 1078443) 


COOK 

Ian Stuart 

Peacefully after a short illness, Ian of 
Wick, loved and cherished husband of 
Christina, and beloved father of Amanda 
and Craig, and devoted grandfather of 
Marcus, Daniel and Matthew. A respected 
father in law of Andrew and Rebecca. 
Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, College Street, 
Uantwit Major until the funeral service on 
Monday, 7th February 2011 in Coychurch 
Crematorium at 9.30am. Family flowers only 
but donations may be made to Marie Curie Cancer 
Care, c/o the Funeral Director (cheques only). 


Kathleen Smith 

The family of the late Kathleen Smith would' 
like to thank family, friends and neighbours 
for their support and comfort during their 
recent loss. It was Kathleen’s wish to use the 
services of Mel and Ron Watkins Funeral 
Directors, whose attention to detail was 
exemplary Equally, the caterers and florists 
deserve a special thanks. 


COLLETT, Stephen Philip 

On January 28th at Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Stephen Philip, aged 72 years 
of the Broadshoard, Cowbridge. 

Devoted husband of the late Margaret, 
much loved father of Paul and Claire, loving 
Grampy of May and Evan. 

Funeral service at Holy Cross Church, Cowbridge, 
Friday, 11th Febmary at 12.15 followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium. 

Family flowers only. Donations in lieu, if desired, in 
aid of RNIB c/o Thomas Brothers Funeral Directors. 


BALL, Vera Marie 

Vera, wife of the late Allan William Ball, 
slipped away peacefully on 29th January 
at Dewi Sant Hospital. 

A short service will held at her home in Ty Ddewi, 
Ton Pentre on 8th February 2011 at 11.30am 
followed by the church service and internment 
at 1.00pm in St Brides Super Ely. 

Family flowers only. 



JONES, Hugh Gabriel 

29-7-1923 20-01-2011 

Hugh of Dinas Powys passed away on 
Thursday, 20th Janu^, 2011 at the 
Marie Curie Hospice, Penarth. 

Much loved husband of Audrey and father of Robert. 

Interment will take place at 1.00 pm on Monday, 
7th Febmary at the Cardiff and Vale 
Natural Burial Ground. 

Family flowers only. Donations if desired, in lieu 
of flowers would be appreciated for the Marie Curie 
Hospice, Penarth. Donations and all enquiries to 
Green Willow Funerals, 21a Station Road, 
Dinas Powys, CF64 4DE. Tel. 029 20514627 


W. A. Brown & Son 



Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

f Pembroke House, 

College Street 


To advertise 
here, please 
contact us by 
telephone on 
01446 774484 
or by e-mail on 
gemsales® 
tindlenews 
.co.uk 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and sohcitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


■ \833Sni 


Happy 29th 
Birthday ... 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

HAVE A GREAT day! 
Best wishes from all 
your friends at The GEM 




M. EIRA an<i FRANCIS 

WOOSNAM 

^ Mum and Dad 
Congratulations 
on your 

66th 

Wedding Anniversary 
3rd February 

with love from 
Philip, Eryl, David, 
Sylvia and all the family 

1 
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Fine Memorial Artist 
and Gilder 

T: 07506 989 018 

www.beholdtheeye.blogspot.com 


:♦ 


: HARRIS 
; Beryl 

* I wish 

to thank my 
I family, friends 

* and neighbours 
^ for my cards, 

I flowers and all 

* the good wishes. 
^ Especially big 

I thanks to Roy, 

* Jan and Mo. 






Mazda MX5 

1600CC 
Convertible 
2000 W Reg 

Mohair soft top, 
55,300 miles, taxed, 
MOT, British Racing 
Green, VGC. 

£2,995 ono 
01446 790157. 


01 (51) 

VW Passat Estate 

Turbo Diesel 

Service history, upgraded 
alloy wheels, 93,000 miles, 
excellent condition, new MOT. 

£2 995 

07900920460 
01446 421147 


DeatIUne for Motor Cars 
is 12 noon on Tuesday 


HELPING YOU 
SA.VE: MONEY... 

QSILIL 





For 2 weeks advertising 
delivered to more 
than 43,000 homes. 

Simply call 01446 TT4484 today 
with your credit card details 

or make cheques payable to:- Xhe GEM, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 

(This offer is open to private advertisers only) 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Bridgend athletes’ success 
in world championships 



ABOVE: Aled-Sion Hughes (left) and Nathan Stephens 
with their world championship medals. 


TWO Bridgend 
athletes were 
among 21 Welsh 
medal winners at 
the International 
Paralympic 
Committee (IPC) 
Athletics World 
Championships, 
recently held in 
New Zealand 

Nathan Stephens 
from Kenfig Hill took 
gold in the javelin, 
while Aled-Sion 
Hughes won the bronze 
medal in the discus. 

Nathan, a former 
head boy at Ynysawdre 
Comprehensive School, 
has been a leading light 
in Welsh disabled sport 
for some years - 
although he will not be 
23 until April. 

He made his summer 
games debut in Beijing 
in 2008, but was a 
member of the GB 
team ice sledge hockey 
at Turin 2006 winter 
Paralympics. 

Nathan had both his 
legs amputated after 
being run over by a 
freight train at the age 
of nine. His preferred 
event is the javelin, and 
he aims to be best in 
the world by London 
2012. 


ATTEMPTS to get 
repairs carried out 
to three broken 
benches in Brackla 
Street are no nearer 
success after a year, 
Bridgend town coun¬ 
cillors were told. 

Court David Unwin 
said that the town coun¬ 
cil had been told that the 
benches belonged to the 
owners of the Brackla 
Street Shopping Centre. 


LOCAL organisa¬ 
tions are being 
urged to enter 
teams in the 
Porthcawl Town 
Council pancake 
race which is being 
held on Newton 
Green on Sunday, 
March 6, at 
12.15pm. 

Teams of four people 
take part and many go in 
fancy dress. Each con¬ 
testant has to bring their 
own frying pan for the 
relay race. The council 
supplies the pancakes. 

Each contestant has to 


He first started ath¬ 
letics when he was 14 
after his coach spotted 
him in at a Rotary club 
games. Since then, he 
has established himself 
as a talented athlete, 
winning gold medals 
for all three of his 
events in the DSE 
British Open Athletics 
Championships, at the 
Junior World 


Three of them have miss¬ 
ing slats. 

A letter has been sent 
to the owners but so far 
nothing has been done. 

“It’s a year since we 
first raised this issue, ” 
he added. “All we want 
are three pieces of wood 
placed on broken bench¬ 
es in the town centre but 
we have still not 
reached the end of it. ” 


toss the pancake five 
times during their turn - 
making a total of 20 for 
the team. These cannot 
all be done at once and 
must be spaced out along 
the route. 

The winning team 
receives a beautifully- 
engraved frying pan. 

It costs £10 to enter a 
team and all proceeds go 
to the mayor’s charity, 

A list of the rules is 
sent to each team that 
enters, including one 
which intriguingly reads: 
‘Dodgy tossers will be 
disqualified!’ Prizes will 
also be on offer for run¬ 
ners up. 


Championships and 
Belgium Open Athletics 
Championships. 

He narrowly mi ssed 
out on a medal at the 
2008 Paralympic 
Games, placing fourth, 
but as he is in the early 
stages of his career, 
time is still very much 
on his side. 

Nathan is a BT 
Ambassador and is cur- 


will now be conveyed to 
New York mayor 
Michael Bloomberg. The 
New York total was 608. 

The Town Council has 
congratulated everyone 
involved in this event. 
Coun Haydn Morgan 
said that it was a job well 
done by everyone 
involved. 

Coun Unwin said that 
the day had been a huge 
success and was very 
enjoyable not only for 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
has warned that 
recent unemploy¬ 
ment figures for 
Bridgend “show the 
dangers of the 
Government’s eco¬ 
nomic policies”. 

She observed: “The 
most recent figures show 
that unemployment in 
Bridgend is rising month 
on month, with more 
people unemployed in 
December than in 
November. 

“December is normal¬ 
ly a period of high 
employment, as compa¬ 
nies take on temporary 
workers for Christmas. 
The Bridgend constituen¬ 
cy has higher than aver- 


rently pictured on the 
current BT Phone Book 
being delivered to 
every home in Wales. 

Aled-Sion Hughes is 
still only 19, but clearly 
is going to be a con¬ 
tender at his events - 
the discus and shot 
putt. 

In the 2010 IWAS 
World Junior 
Championships, he 


the people of Bridgend 
itself but also for the vis¬ 
itors who came from 
many miles around to 
take part. 

“It will be interesting 
to see what the response 
of New York will be and 
whether they will seize 
the challenge we are pre¬ 
senting to them. We hope 
to develop this theme for 
next Christmas. 

“Everyone involved in 
the event will attend a de¬ 
briefing so that we can 
see how things can be 
improved next year. 
There’s a momentum 
going now which we 
must applaud.” 


age unemployment. 

“With most of the 
effect of the VAT rise yet 
to be measured, and with 
most of the cuts yet to 
kick in, these figures 
show the dangerous path 
that the Government has 
taken. 

“We know that the 
UK’s economy actually 
shrank at the end of last 
year, and I am concerned 
that this will lead to fur¬ 
ther job losses in the 
Bridgend constituency. 

“The Government 
needs to re-consider their 
irresponsible approach to 
deficit reduction in the 
light of these new fig¬ 
ures. The local economy 
will suffer unless they do 
so,” the MP stated. 


took gold in the shot 
gold and gold in the 
discus. 

Moving up to the 
seniors for the 
Paralympic World Cup, 
he came seventh in the 
discus. 

In the Welsh Open 
Senior Championships, 
he took gold in both 
discus and shot. 

He is currently 
ranked number one in 
the world for discus 
and eighth for the shot- 
putt and is also the jun¬ 
ior world record holder 
for both events. 

Both Nathan and 
Aled-Sion are coached 
by Anthony Hughes, 
the performance man¬ 
ager for Disability 
Sport and the GB 
Athletics lead coach. 

It was a delighted 
Anthony Hughes who 
said after the champi¬ 
onships: “The future’s 
b right. ....the future’s 
Welsh!” 

There was more than 
a little truth in that, 
because Welsh athletes 
took 18 per cent of all 
the GB medals in 
Christchurch, winning a 
gold, two silver and 
four bronze medals. 

If Wales had been 
competing as a nation, 
it would have finished 
second in the medal 
table. 

Comparable coun¬ 
tries were unable to 
replicate Welsh success, 
with Scotland winning 
two medals, Ireland 
three, Finland four and 
New Zealand none. 

Coity 

WFs 

exciting 

schedule 

THE first meeting 
of the New Year at 
Coity WI began 
with a warm wel¬ 
come from presi¬ 
dent Mary Poland, 
and the exciting 
new programme for 
2011 was enthusias¬ 
tically received by 
the members. 

Preparations for the 
annual Vale Show were 
announced and members 
delegated to the regional 
meeting, to be held at 
Ystradowen. 

After the business for 
the evening had been 
completed members 
shared in a fish and chip 
supper. The committee 
then entertained the 
company with some 
comic sketches, which 
were very well received. 

The next meeting is 
on February 23rd when 
the speaker will be Mr 
Allan Underhill who will 
give a talk on depart¬ 
ment stores at Coity 
Church Hall at 7.30pm. 

New members wel¬ 
come. 


BRIDGEND TAKES BITE 
OUT OF THE BIG APPLE! 


BRIDGEND will be 
throwing down the 
gauntlet to the 
mighty city of New 
York following its 
successful 


Elfsteddfod. 

Bridgend has managed 
to seize the world record 
for the number of elves 
gathered in one place 
which had been held by 


the American metropolis. 

Coun David Unwin 
told Bridgend Town 
Council that the official 
elf count on the day was 
794 and that information 


Street benches 
still not mended 


Teams wanted 

for pancake race 


‘Dangerous path 
to unemployment’, 
Bridgend MP warns 


Former First Minister 
was inspired by local 
walks with his pal Tell 



I Rhodri Morgan AM and wife Julie, with Jane Hutt AM. \ 

WITH funds raised Morgan was an out- helped him in meeting 
by donations, a por- standing First Minister the challenge of this for- 
trait bv David nearly 10 years. midable role. 

Griffiths of the for- always said that “This has been cap- 


mer First Minister 


the walks with his dog tured in this excellent 


. in the lovely area sur- portrait which will hang 

and Vale resident, rounding his home in in the Pierhead building 


Rt Hon Rhodri 
Morgan AM, was 
unveiled last week 
in the Senedd. 

The portrait shows 
Mr Morgan with his 
dog. Tell, at a stile in 
Michaelston-le-Pit near 
his home. 

Assembly Presiding 
Officer, Lord Dafydd 
Elis Thomas, said the 
portrait would hang in 
the Pierhead building. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt, 
who attended the cere¬ 
mony, said: “Rhodri 


Michaelston-le-Pit, in Cardiff Bay.” 


Star’s 
tribute 
to Gavin 
and 

Stacey’s 

Margaret 

Gavin and Stacey 
star James Garden 
has paid tribute to 
fellow star Margaret 
John, who has died 
at the age of 84, 
after a short illness. 

Margaret John played 
the role of Doris, Gwen’s 
eccentric elderly neigh¬ 
bour in the hit Welsh sit¬ 
com filmed in Barry. 

James Corden said: 
“All my thoughts are 
with the family of 
Margaret John, who 
played Doris in Gavin 
and Stacey. 

“She was a great 
actress and an incredible 
lady. ” 

Swansea-born 
Margaret had a distin¬ 
guished career, which 
included roles in many 
of Britain’s top shows 
including Coronation 
Street, Last of the 
Summer Wine and 
Emmerdale. 

In 2009, she received 
a Bafia Cymru Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 


Read your 
GEM online - 
bridgend- 
today.co.uk or 
porthcawl- 
today.co.uk 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT 
RAMBLERS news round-up 


Seven meet a saint 
- and a pelican! 



Walkers at Ogmore Castle. 

SEVEN walkers men and natural weather- 


over time. The 
church dates back to 
Norman times and was 
rebuilt in the 14th centu- 


met up with their 
leader Val Williams 
at the main car park 
in Ogmore-by-Sea ry, and heavily restored 
and tramped uphill 
in promising weath¬ 
er, to the quiet ham¬ 
let of Norton, and 
then through Pant Dunraven Castle, 


1851. 

The monuments in the 
chancel were dedicated 
to members of the 
Wyndham family, who 


Norton. 

At Pant y Cwteri, 


and the Butler family, 
a landowners of both 


narrow path took them Dunraven and Ogmore. 
down to the ‘Pelican in Refreshed, the group 
its Piety’ pub, which fea- took the gentle climb 
tures on the coat of arms across Beacons Down 
of the local Came family, where the famous track 
Sir Edward Came, a of Heol-y-Milwr, or 
favourite of King Henry Soldiers’ Way mns, to 
Vlll, was promoted reach the hamlet of Heol- 
Abbot of Gloucester and y-Mynydd. 
recommended as a fitting Following the road to 
tenant for Ewenny Priory Groes Farm, they took 
by the King (he later the bridleway that led to 
became Abbot). West Farm, before join- 

Crossing to ruined ing the coastal footpath 
Ogmore Castle and up for a stroll back to their 


towards Ogmore Down, 
it was the leaders’ inten¬ 
tion to visit Castle-upon- 
Alun. 


cars. 

On February 5, meet 
at 9am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for a nine-mile 


On reaching the cattle hard walk from the 
grid at St Brides Major, Storey Arms to Cwm 
and with time marching Llwch; contact Barrie on 
on, the group made their 2053 0753. 


way to the parish church 
dedicated to St Bridget, 
patron saint of dairy 
maids, infants, mid¬ 
wives, blacksmiths, 


On February 6, meet 
at 9am at Cogan for a 
nine-mile moderate walk 
taking in the Llangattock 
tramroad and quarries, 


poets, nuns and students! ^he Brecon Canal; 

At the base of the 16th 01446 

century preaching cross '37131. 
for lunch, they noted how 

parts of the cross were »iKAJ>LrWAKU 

destroyed by Cromwell’s 













































Thursday, February 3rd, 2011 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 29 


BassettsHonda 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 



2010 Civic Typ* R GT^ 

2.0 i-VTEC. 
300 miM^. Miiano Red 
climate.whrte alloys 

£16,990 

y 

2010 Civic EX] 

1.8 I-VTEC, 23 nrirfes 
Oystat BwncK Pea^1. 
leather mtenor, 
civnatfi Automatic 

£15,990] 



" 2010 Cl^-V EX 2.2 1 

- EDETEC 9,500 m^a, 

Uftwn Titanium, 
leather, climate. 
■HMgPHI Autcxnatic 

£28,990 J 

1 

2008 Jazz 1.4 i-DSi 

Li iL 8,990 miles, milano red, 

sport, climate, 

£8,490 




2007 Civic Type S 
1 «i-VT£C 
21,500 milee, 
Vrtvid Blue Peart 
climate. aMoys 

£8,990 


2008 Accord Sport GT 
2.2i-CTDi 

31,600 miles, 
Night hawk pearl black 


£13,990 


HONDA JAZZ 

2010 60 Jazz SI l.2i-YTEC,27 miles, crystal black pearl, air con,alloys, boot spoiler.£11,480 

2010 60 jazz 1.2 Si Crystal Black, air con, alloys, 3 year service plan.£11,480 

2010 59 jazz ES 1.4 i-YTEC 14,999 miles, alabaster silver, air con, alloys.£9,990 

2010 59 Jazz l.2i-YTEC S, 10,576 miles, crystal black,YSA, 8 air bags.£8,790 

2008 08 Jazz Sport l.4i-DSi, 8,990 miles, milano red, climate, alloys.£8,490 

2007 57 jazz SE l.4i-DSi, 49,900 miles, sirius blue met, air con, alloys.£6,490 

2006 56 jazz Sport l.4i-DSI, 14,250 miles, sirius blue met, climate, alloys.£6,980 

2005 05 jazz SE l.4i-DSi, 38,000 miles, satin silver met, CYT-7, air con, alloys.£5,990 

HONDA CIVIC 3 DOOR 

2010 10 Civic Type R GT 2.0i Y-TEC, 300 miles, milano red, climate, white alloys.£16,990 

2009 59 Civic Type R GT 2.0i Y-TEC, 10,440 miles, alabaster silver, sat nav, HFT model ....£14,900 

2007 57 Civic Type S l.8i Y-TEC, 21,500 miles, vivid blue pearl, climate, alloys.£8,990 

HONDA CIVIC 5 DOOR 

2010 10 Civic ES l.8i Y-TEC, 3,000 miles, milano red, glass roof.£13,990 

2010 10 Civic EX l.8i Y-TEC, 23 miles, crystal black, leather interior, climate, automatic ....£15,990 


2010 59 Civic ES l.8i Y-TEC, 1,161 miles, polished metal,climate,glass roof, automatic ..£14,990 

2009 59 Civic l.8i Y-TEC,SI, 11,000 miles, crystal black.£12,990 

2007 07 Civic 2.2 Diesel ES, glass roof, alloys, climate control.£8,990 

2006 55 Civic 2.2 Diesel ES, glass roof, alloys, climate control.£8,490 

HONDA CR-V 

2010 60 CR-Y EX 2.2i-DTEC, 9,500 miles, urban titanium, leather, climate, automatic ....£28,990 

2010 60 CR-Y ES 2.2i-DTEC, 9,210 miles, alabaster silver met, climate, alloys.£23,480 

HONDA CR-Z 

2010 60 CR-Z GT 1.5 IMA, 1,900 miles, premium white pearl, leather, climate.£18,990 

2010 10 CR-Z Sport Coupe, 9,500 miles, premium white, alloys, park assist.£15,490 

HONDA FR-V 

2008 08 FR-Y ES 2.2i-CDTi 25.478 miles, nighthawk black pearl, climate, 6 seats.£12,990 

HONDA INSIGHT 

2010 60 Insight ES-T 1.3 IMA, 4,052 miles, silver, elite pack, climate, CYT.£16,995 

2010 10 Insight 1.3 IMA 4,556 miles, neutron blue met, climate, alloys, CYT.£14,990 

HONDA ACCORD 

2008 58 Accord Sport GT 2.2i-CDTi, 29,890 miles, nighthawk black, sat nav, MFT.£13,990 



BassettsHonda 


Tremains Road, Bridgend CF31 1TZ 

Call 01656 662999 

visit www.bassetts-honda.co.uk 
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LLANTWIT MAJOR JUNIOR FOOTBALL ROUND-UP 


Llantwit Major under-13s 
retain unbeaten record 


Godfrey beats 
cold and flu to 
win rose bowl 


REPORT 
by 

GWYN JOHN 


IN freezing condi¬ 
tions, the Llantwit 
Major teams 

returned to action. 

There were four 
home matches at 



www.^ ^vanhire.co.uk 

• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 
L 

with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota, VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Caraveles,TransitTourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• Full European Use ^ 

(special conditions 
apply) 

• Book Online 

hire@wicl<Yanhire.co.uk 




OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 


Windmill Lane, but 
only three pitches were 
declared fit, so the 
under-15 teams decided 
to wait for the under-13 
match to be played and 
then used their pitch 
afterwards. 

The under-12A visit¬ 
ed Dinas Powys B and 
were much too strong 
for their hosts and 
recorded a 9-3 victory. 

Jack Barnett scored 
five with team mates 
Toff Patel (2), Leo 
Kelly and Tom Edwards 
completing the tally. 

Meanwhile, at wind¬ 
mill Lane the under- 
12B found themselves 
at the receiving end of a 
strong Rhoose side who 
beat them 10-2. Jonnie 
Sparks scored two con¬ 
solation goals for 
Llantwit. 

The under-13 side 
entertained Dinas 
Powys and beat them 
8-0 to retain their 
unbeaten record. 

Richard Stephens 
(5), Matthew Clay, 
Keiron Gray and 
Gabriel Oram were on 
target, in another excel¬ 
lent team display. 

Both under-14 teams 
were on the receiving 
end of heavy defeats. 
The A team met 
Penmark United at 
Windmill Lane and lost 
7-0, while the B team 
visited Barry Town and 
lost 10-0 on a day 
which both teams will 
want to forget. 

The under-15A side 
were fixtured against 
the under-15B team and 
after waiting for 75 
minutes for the under- 
13 match to finish, both 
sides took the field. 

It was to their credit 
that they decided to 
wait in the freezing 
conditions, when many 
would have gone home. 


As expected, the A 
side was too strong for 
the B team and won 7-0 
with Tom Russell 
notching a hat trick, 
Ciaran Webb (2), Josh 
Steventon and Tom 
Hodgkinson completed 
the scoring. 

The under-16 side 
visited Sully Sports A 
with only ten men as 
the rest of the squad felt 
the cold, and stayed in 
bed. 

Despite playing a 
strong Sully A team, the 
boys gave a good 
account of themselves 
and battled hard before 
losing 3-1 with Dafydd 
James Isaac scoring 
Llantwit’s goal. 


TALYGARN resi¬ 
dent Godfrey 
Lewis, despite suf¬ 
fering from what 
wife Jennifer 
described as a bout 
of manflu, over¬ 
came the sniffles 
and the bitterly 
cold weather to win 
the monthly meet¬ 
ing of the 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society. 

Held at the rapidly- 
improving Dewstow 
Golf Club, 70-year-old 
Godfrey scored 35 sta- 
bleford points to col¬ 
lect the Llanharan 


Two Vale trainers 
saddle winners at 
Hereford races 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 


A BERTHIN’S 
Tim 

Vaughan 
and Llancarfan’s 
Evan Williams 
both saddled win¬ 
ners at Hereford 
Races on Sunday. 

Williams’ six-year- 
old William ’5 Wishes, 
ridden by stable jockey 
Paul Moloney, landed 
the Lindley Catering 
Novices’ Chase coming 
home seven lengths 
clear of Outside The 
Box while Vaughan’s 
French-bred Grand 
Lahou, partnered by 
local jockey Tom David, 
took the SIS Live 
Sovereign Handicap 
Chase at odds of 6-1, 
finishing a length ahead 
of the Peter Bowen 


trained Saphir Des Bois. 

Vaughan also saddled 
the third horse home. 
Postmaster. 

The odds-on 
favourite, William’s 
Wishes, who carried top 
weight of list 81b, was 
landing a three-timer. 

The promising Rhys 
Flint, who hails from 
Kenfig Hill, chalked up 
a double at Fakenham 
with Alcade in the 
Wensum Novices’ 
Hurdle and All That 
Remains in the 
Fakenham Standard 
Open National Hunt Flat 
Race. 

The former romped 
home by 12 lengths 
from Break The Chain 
and the latter won by 
three parts of a length 
from Tealissio. 


Concrete Limited spon¬ 
sored Rose Bowl. 

In second place was 
Martyn David on 33 
points, just ahead of 
Mike Lee, who fin¬ 
ished with the same 
score. Glyn Watts- 
Jones finished fourth 
with 31 points. 

In the guest section 
Ken Davies, the well 
respected secretary of 
the Monmouthshire 
Farmers Golf Society, 
took the honours with 
the days best score of 
37 points, with John 
Anstee playing on his 
home course finishing 
runner up with 34 
points. 

Julian Kelly won the 
‘James Hog Roast’ 
sponsored longest drive 
competition and 
Martyn David won the 
Premier Turf sponsored 
bottle of whiskey by 
correctly guessing 26 
balls would fail to 
return home. 

This also resulted in 
£40 being raised for 
the Noah’s Ark appeal 
fund. 

Nearest the pin on 
the par three holes 
were Jim Hayes, 
Raymond Thomas and 
Godfrey Lewis (two). 

The society’s next 
meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, February 
24, at Southerndown 
Golf Club to be spon¬ 
sored by Mr Glyn 
Watts-Jones. 

Hopefully at this 
meeting members will 
get the opportunity of 
welcoming back Mr 
Dai John of 
Cowbridge, who is rap¬ 
idly getting back to full 
fitness following recent 
surgery. 

TMcC 


New goals for 
hockey hot-shots 



PICTURED: Vale Junior Hockey Club coach 
James Davies, three young club members, and 
the new goals they have bought with 
help from the Community Chest scheme. 


YOUNG hockey 

hot-shots from the 
Vale are aiming for 
sporting success 
after the Vale 
Junior Hockey Club 
was awarded a spe¬ 
cial grant to buy a 
new set of goals. 

The county’s only 
club for young hockey 
players aged five to 16 
was given a £993.83 
Community Chest grant 
towards the new equip¬ 
ment. 

Agreed by a panel of 
volunteers with support 
from the Vale Council’s 
sports and play develop¬ 
ment team and Sport 
Wales, the Community 
Chest scheme is avail¬ 
able to provide new and 
improved opportunities 
for local people of all 
ages and abilities to take 
part in sports and physi¬ 
cal activities. 

Club coach, James 
Davies, said: “Our aim is 
to increase hockey par¬ 
ticipation in the Vale and 
with the arrival of these 
goals we can now work 
towards this outcome. 

“As we are the only 
junior hockey club cur¬ 
rently operating in the 
Vale, we are trying to 
create and nurture new 
links with schools and 
other clubs and in the 
forthcoming months we 


look forward to provid¬ 
ing more competitive 
opportunities for our 
youngsters by hosting 
junior tournaments. 

“On behalf of my fel¬ 
low coaches and club 
members, I would like to 
thank everyone involved 
in the Community Chest 
process, as well as Huw 
Williams, managing 
director of Highway and 
Industrial Ltd, for his 
sponsorship.” 

The Vale Junior 
Hockey Club trains every 
Wednesday evening from 
6.15pm to 7.15pm at the 
Colcot Sports Centre in 
Barry. For further details 
telephone James Davies 
on 07834 242908. 

If you would like to 
make a proposal for how 
your sports club or 
organisation would bene¬ 
fit from a Community 
Chest grant, or you 
would like to apply for a 
grant to set up a new 
club, telephone the Vale 
Council’s sports and play 
development manager 
Karen Davies on 01446 
704793. For further 
details about local sport¬ 
ing opportunities, please 
visit www.valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk/sportsand- 
play. 


DOCK VIEW 
PART WORN 
T¥RE CENTRE 



13” 

14” 

15”/16’ 

17”/18l^ 


£12.50 

£15 

£17.50 

£ 201 , 


(^4 for £40) 
fcir £50) 
<4 fo'r £60) 
(,4Vf^,£70) 


All'prices include fitting and^alancing 


OPENING HOURS MONOAY-FRIOAY 9AM - 6PM 
Dock View Road Barry CF63 4JP 

TEL 01446 732699 

All tAAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


I 


>Servicing >AII Repairs >Tyres 
>Auto Electrics + Diagnostics 


Opening hours: 

Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 9am - 12pm 


Dock View Road, Barry CF63 4JP 

01446 732699 
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HOWE MOTORS LTD. 

Our New Vehicle Repair Bodyshop 

Managed by John Schembri, 

Over 60 years of Bodywork Experience in our team. 

• Accident Damage Repairs Undertaken • Insurance Repairs 
Undertaken 

• Same Day Alloy Wheel Refurbishment • Scratch Removal 

No Job too BIG or too SMALL 
Tel: 01446 720012 - 

Units 8 & 8a 

Cardiff Road Business Park 
Cardiff Road, Barry, CF63 2PQ 
Email: sales@howemotors.co.uk 


limnmKn 




T* 
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MUMFiioiiirr 


WE CAN’T TELL YOU WHAT VA VA VOOM IS. 
BUT WE CAN TELL YOU WHERE TO FIND IT. 



te 


Va Va Voom is back at Leystion Flint & Sons. 

To celebrate visit us between 11*14 Fcbcuary and take 
advantage of the adcftional savings on the Renault range. 


Betore you vWt ue go to yrww.renauttJO,ukAiavawQom to oet 
your Va Va Voom money*off voucher and bring it with you. 


KtSAL'l r 


LEYSHON FLINT & SONS 
RENAULT at BRIDGEND 

ren y F»i Scryxe Suxiori. Tondu KiMd. 

CFJI 4U. Td: 0ISS6 (i49;O0 

The offKial fuel consum|)tion figures in mpg (l/100km) for the Clio Renaultsport 2.0 WT are: Urban 25.0 (11.3), Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4), 
Combined 34.4 (8.2). The official C02 figure is 195g/km. TliiiViVxa r ■«, i o m isi Mr >4 ■ IvttrwipMaMai jir vc 

<oi<auu—aai —wtuiw—ai^^wa»aWNrfea>aaiiwra»aa<iMr jjm sj*-j daeknnaii rai«uaaMr»h«*Ai^ia’^ 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AJ. Est.1979 


09 MINI 1.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper)^ 
Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, 
storage compartment package, 2 spoke 
leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 
6,570 miles. £13,495 


'07 07 MERCEDES BENZ CLK1.8 CLK200 Kompressorl 
Sport Cabriolet Automatic. In Tellurium silver with [ 
black leather interior, electric seats with memory, park- 
tronic system, 18” AMG alloy wheels, cruise control, 
only 36,760 miles . £21,995 J 


[ 05 05 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 T Fsi (200ps) GTi 1 

5-dr Hatchback in tornado red with anthracite I 
Vienna leather interior, parking sensors, heated I 
front seats, alloy wheels, colour coded | 
bumpers, onl 67,600 miles. £9,995 


56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5- 
dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal I 
interior, air con, CD, colour coded bumpers, I 
front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 


07 LANDROVER Range Rover Sport 2.7 TD V6 HSE 5-dr Station Wagon Automatic. In Stornaway 
grey with black leather interior, climate control, cruise control, privacy glass heated front screen, only 

29,500 miles. £31,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with grey interior, 

air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel drive, service history, only 36,500 miles. £12,995 

53 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 3.2 R32 3-dr Hatchback. In diamond Black with black leather interior, electric 
sunroof, cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, metallic paint, climate control, service history, only 63,000 

miles. £8,995 

03 SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 16V 5-dr Estate. In cassis red and silky silver with anthracite interior, air 

con, central locking, roof rails, cd, only 58,840 miles. £4,995 

02 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles. £9,995 


PRESTIGE 


07 MERCEDES BENZ CLK 1.8 CLK200 Kompressor Sport Cabriolet Automatic. In Tellurium silver 
with black leather interior, electric seats with memory, parktronic system, 18” AMG alloy wheels, cruise 
control, only 36,760 miles. £21,995 

55 BMW 2.0 TD 320 DSE 4-dr Saloon Auto. In sparkling graphite grey, cloth interior, air con, rear park¬ 
ing aid, cd, traction control system, only 54,810 miles. £10,495 

56 BMW 1161 SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 
climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£9,995 

55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-dr Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige leather 

interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles. £POA 

03 BMW 3.0 330 Ci convertible. In topaz blue with montana grey leather, rear parking sensors, multi 

cd, alloy wheels, heated seats, only 55,200 miles. £9,495 

03 BMW 2.0 3181 Ci 2-dr convertible. In titanium silver with flannel grey leather interior, wood trim, 

heated seats, navigation system, phone preparation, cruise control, only 17,100 miles.£8,995 

52 BMW 7 Series 7451 4.4 saloon automatic. In titanium silver with black leather interior, rear parking 

sensors, multi cd, electric memory seats, alloy wheeels, one owner, only 70,360 miles.£8,495 

52 MERCEDES Benz CLK 2.6 240 Avantgarde 2-dr Coupe. In Tanzanite blue with alpaca grey 
leather interior, luxury climate control, Parktronic sensors, cruise control, service history, only 73,400 

miles. £7,495 

02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 
interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles. £4,995 

Y MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 C200 Kompressor Elegance 4-dr Saloon in brilliant silver with orion 
grey interior, alloy wheels, air con, cruise control, one owner, full service history, only 67,000 miles. ..£4,995 


SPORTS 


06 BMW 3.0 TD MSport Automatic 4-dr Saloon in met black with beige leather in terior, electric fold¬ 
ing mirrors, automatic air con, MV-2 alloy wheels, traction control system, only 58,900 miles...£15,995 
59 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 16v Turbo SRI (Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse interior, full 
colour navigation, alloy wheels, climate control, cruise control, phone prep, only 14,500 miles.£12,995 
58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRI 3-Dr Sports Hatch. In technical grey with charcoal alpha 

cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, only 26,850 miles. £9,995 

09 SUZUKI Swift 1.6 VVT Sport 3-dr hatchback. In supreme red with black/red interior, air con, 17” 
alloy wheels, traction control system, body coloured bumpers, one owner, service history, only 16,500 

miles. £8,250 

09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles. £13,495 

57 MINI Cooper 1.6 (120) Chilli Pack 3-dr Hatchback. In pepper white with carbon black half leather 
interior, panoramic roof, air con, CD, rear parking sensors, service history, only 56,000 miles. ...£9,995 
07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles.£11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4116v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles. £9,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 16v (150ps) SRI 5-Dr Hatchback. In silver lightning with charcoal inte¬ 
rior, air con, immobiliser, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 63,000 miles. £6,795 

05 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 T Fsi (200ps) GTi 5-dr Hatchback in tornado red with anthracite Vienna 
leather interior, parking sensors, heated front seats, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, onl 67,600 

miles.£9,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT 136 Privilege 2-dr Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magnolia leather 

interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 mis. £6,995 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5-dr hatchback in flamenco red with black Merlin interior, alloy 
wheels, air con, CD, body coloured bumpers, only 50,600 miles. £4,995 


55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles. £4,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles. £6,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles. £3,995 

G BMW 3 Series 32012.0 2-dr Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, headlamp cleaning sys¬ 
tem, M-Technic steering wheel, wood effect trim, electric windows, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 
68,140 miles. £4,995 


FAMILY 


59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 (60ps) Style 5-dr Hatchback. In moondust silver with blue Syracuse interior, 
radio CD with aux input, power steering, body coloured bumpers, immobiliser, one owner, only 3,360 

miles.£7,995 

09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 75 Verve 5-dr Hatchback. In onyx black with black interior, alloy wheels, air con, 

body coloured bumpers, front fog lights, only 8,890 miles.£7,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles. £7,995 

57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles. £8,495 

57 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 16v SRi 5-Dr MPV. In silver lightning with Silver Alpha Charcoal interior, air 

con, traction control system, alloy wheels, only 52.000 miles.£7,495 

57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-dr MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, reversing 

sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, only 23,580 miles. £6,495 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 5-Door Hatchback. In moondust silver with Kyoto Ebony interior, CD, elec¬ 
tric front windows, body coloured bumpers, power steering, only 25,480 miles. £5,495 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles. £6,495 

56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal interior, air 

con, CD, colour coded bumpers, front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 

06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles.£10,995 

54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles. £6,995 

54 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6i Desire 2 5-Dr MPV. In storm grey with black interior, air con, CD, front 

fog lights, electric front windows, service history, one owner, only 38,000 miles.£4,295 

05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£5,995 

54 CITROEN C3 stop&start 1.4 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In silver with blue velour interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, only 29,920 miles. £3,695 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 
gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 


SMALL 


58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles. £3,995 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles. £7,995 

58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In poly silver with blue/black interior, air con, central 

locking, CD, colour coded bumpers, power steering, only 26,750 miles. £3,995 

08 MAZDA 2 1.3TS 3-dr Hatchback, in icy blue with charcoal black interior, electric mirrors, front elec¬ 
tric windows, power steering, CD, service history, only 29,800 miles. £6,795 

08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, CD, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles. £5,495 

08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles. £4,495 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 

charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles. £5,495 

56 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback. In tonic blue with Tungsten Denim blue interior, 

alloy wheels, air con, electric front windows, power steering, only 46,000 miles. £4,995 

56 FIAT Panda 1.2 Dynamic 5-Dr Hatchback Dualogic. In guacamole green with yellow interior, 
immobiliser, climate control, body coloured bumpers, power steering, service history, only 30,090 

miles. £4,495 

56 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 Atlantic 3-dr hatchback. In sky blue with dark grey interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, front fogs, body coloured bumpers, alarm, 27,820 miles. £4,450 

04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles. £3,495 

53 MINI One 1.6 3-dr hatchback in indie blue with anthracite/panther black interior, alloy wheels, 

chrome mirror caps, electric panoramic glass r oof, only 71,000 miles.£5,995 

53 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 HDi 90D Turbo (a/c) 3-dr Hatchback. In light metallic blue with black interior, 
electric sliding sunroof, air con, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 50,780 miles. £3,495 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymroeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 ^ 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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04 MERCEDES CLK 240 
Convertible Auto 



In black with black leather 
trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded 
alloys £11,995 


03 PORSCHE Cayenne 'S' 
Tiptronic 4.5 



Silver with black leather, 
32,000 miles, just serviced 
by main dealer. 

£19,995 


03BMW316iSE 



Steel blue, low mileage, local 
car. 

£4,695 



In gunmetal grey, air con, 
abs, multiple airbags, alloy 
wheels, parking sensors. 
Leather upholstery, pas. 

£9,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


MERCEDES E320 CDi Sport Estate Auto. In silver with black leather, 22,000 miles.£23,995 

PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4S Tiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £22,995 
AUDI A4 2.0 TDi Convertible Automatic. In met red with beige leather seats, one owner, fantastic value at .. £11,995 

MAZDA MX5 2.0 Sports. In met blue with black leather heated seats, 12,000 miles, 1 owner.£11,995 

MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

AUDI A4 2.5TDi Auto Convertible. In silver with black leather, 71,000 miles, sat nav etc.£10,995 

MERCEDES CLK 200 Avantgarde Auto. In silver with charcoal leather, only 21,000 miles.£9,995 

VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel SRi Auto. In silver, 39,000 miles.£8,995 

HONDA Civic 2.0 Type R. In black, 53,000 miles with air con, drives superb.£7,995 

MERCEDES SLK 230 Auto in silver with black leather heated seats, 55,000 miles.£7,995 

MITSUBISHI Shogun 3.2 TD Equippe 5-dr in silver, ideal diesel 4x4, 7 seater.£6,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

MERCEDES C220Di Avant Garde SE Auto in black, 78,000 miles, diesel economy at.£5,995 

MERCEDES Cl 80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

BMW 316i SE. In steel blue, low mileage, local car at.£4,695 

PEUGEOT 206cc 1.6 Convertible. In silver, 31,000 mile example with full leather, a/c etc.£4,495 

PEUGEOT 1007 1.4 ‘Deice’. In met bronze, 29,000 miles, electric sliding doors etc.£3,995 

LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. Burgundy met, light grey leather, 75,000 miles FANTASTIC VALUE REDUCED TO £3,995 
KIA Sportage 2.0 XSE Auto. In black, 62,000 miles, 4x4 at.£2,995 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


09 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In black, 19,000 miles with sports pack and a/c . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £8,495 

07 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 T Spirit. Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal grey met.£7,995 

07 PEUGEOT 207 1.6TD Sport Estate. In silver, 58,000 miles, panoramic roof, low road tax diesel.£6,995 

55 MINI One 1.6. In black, 46,000 miles, 2 owners, low insurance.£6,995 

56 TOYOTA Avensis T3S 2.0-4D 5-dr. In sea mist silver, 73,000 mile diesel hatch at.£6,495 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTi Dynamic. In met grey, 10,000 miles, 1 owner .... REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamic Auto In met-burgundy, superb example with only 25,000 miles .£5,995 

06 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 T-Spirit 5-dr Automatic. In light met grey, 28,000 miles with A/C, alloys.£5,995 

08 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr. In black, 34,000 miles with a/c, alloys, etc.£5,695 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr. In met graphite, 21,000 miles with air con.£5,695 

58 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In Met Blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty .... £5,495 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Club 5-dr. In blue, 31,000 miles, 1 local owner.£5,495 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Club 5-dr Auto. In silver, 31,000 miles, two owners.£5,495 

56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc.£4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

06 NISSAN Note 1.4 SE. In electric blue, 46,000 miles, 2 owners, excellent throughout.£4,995 

06 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-dr. In met blue, 44,000 miles, ideal family hatch with a/c, cd.£4,995 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8T3-S 5-dr. In met blue, 73,000 miles.£4,995 

06 CITROEN Picasso 2.0 Desire Auto. Blue, low mileage, very desirable car, 38,867 miles.£4,795 

56 SMART Four Two 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. In silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c . . £4,695 

06 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Silver, 46,000 miles, 7 seater.£4,695 

05 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi SX 5-dr. In light met blue, 67,000 miles, diesel economy at.£4,495 

05 ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys. . . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,495 

03 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 CDX 5-dr Auto in jade met, 39,000 miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

07 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE. In silver, low mileage example with low running costs.£3,695 

05 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTT Expression. In met-red, 60,000 miles, 2 owners, only.£3,695 

04 PEUGEOT 206 1.1S 3-dr. In silver, 36,000 miles with a/c.£2,995 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2SXi. Met green, a/c, elec windows, very attractive car.£2,995 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamic 3-Dr. In black, 68,000 miles, alloys, sunroof.£2,995 

54 ROVER 45 1.6 Club in silver, 36,000 mile example with heated seats, cd . . . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £2,495 

51 FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 4-dr. In met black, 75,000 miles, 1 owner example with A/C etc.£2,695 

52 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8LS 5-dr. In silver, 83,000 miles, large family hatch.£2,195 



Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal 
grey metallic 

£7,995 


06 NISSAN Note 
1.4 SE 



In electric blue, 46,000 
miles, 2 owners, excellent 
throughout £4,995 



In black, 46,000 miles, 
2 owners, low insurance 

£6,995 


02 LEXUS GS300 SE 
Navigator 



Burgundy met, light grey 
leather, 75,000 miles 

£3,995 


Broad street, Q| 722600 M 

(Next to Barry trim Station) W ■ M ^^WWW IWARRANTIES WkM 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AU. • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOLIGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 




















































































Thursday, February 3rd, 2011 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 35 


Barry Seconds grind out 
victory over Clwb Rygbi 


Clwb Rygbi Second 
XV 16, 

Barry Second XV 

21 . 

BARRY Seconds 
returned to winning 
ways with a fine 
away victory 

against Clwb Rygbi. 

After a run of poor 
form in the beginning of 
the calendar year, Barry 
ground out a deserved 
win with a threadbare 
squad, with Barrians 
Nick Lundy and Chris 
Prosser drafted into the 
team. 

They held their own 


as Jason Evans and sub¬ 
stitute Ben Taylor 
crossed for the visitors. 

Adam Lee added three 
penalties and a conver¬ 
sion with his trusted boot 
to keep Barry top of the 
table. 

This weekend sees 
Barry return to action at 
home in a top-of-the- 
table clash against 
Pontyclun. 

Team: T Poole, A 

Evans, Harris, D 
Williams, R Williams, 
Dimond, Lee, Houldey, 
Prosser, Lundy, Myers, 
McTavish, O Poole, 
Jones, J Evans. Subs 


used: J Williams, Taylor, 
Rolfe, Tobin. 

Old Penarthians 
31, Barrians 15 

The Barrians finally 
returned to action for 
the first time in two 
months with a tricky 
away tie at Old 
Penarthians. 

Once again player- 
manager Ken Chow was 
faced with large numbers 
of players unavailable, 
and handed a first start 
for Shane Parker, while 
scrum-half James 
Thorne made his debut. 

Lee David and Clive 
Thomas were recalled 


Llantwit under-lls play 
full game on half pitch 


ON a bitterly cold morning, 
Llantwit Major under-lls 
travelled to Eastern Leisure 
Centre in Cardiff to meet St 
Illtyds. 

With the home games called off, 
many wondered what conditions we 
would find. The disappointing answer 
was that with half of the pitch 
unplayable for a normal game, the 
coaches agreed on a touch rugby game. 

Llantwit Major dominated from the 
start, and an unanswered 10 tries were 
run in during the first half, but with 
most of the half played within five 
metres of the opposition line, no-one 
had far to run to finish off. 

The tries were shared between four 
of the players: leuan Williams (three), 
Joe Baker (three), Luke Pilcher and Joe 
Boxsall grabbing two each. 

In the second half, Llantwit were 


challenged to play running rugby and 
throw the ball wide. The half started 
brilliantly, as Joe Boxsall flew up the 
wing, to touch down in the corner for 
his third, the try of the game and ulti¬ 
mately a man of the match winning 
moment. 

A few mistakes from Llantwit let St 
Illtyds back in the game and they 
crossed the line four times with no 
reply. 

Bursting from a defensive position 
on the Llantwit line, Oliver Tornebene- 
Wright drew the defender and fed the 
ball to Rhys Richards. Rhys went 
round his opposite number and tore up 
the touch line, unfortunately just run¬ 
ning out of steam and being caught 
metres from try line. 

It was a fine effort from the team in 
bitter conditions to win 55-20. 

PH 


from the vets and made 
their debuts for the 
Barrians. 

Fly-half Chris Bailey 
made a superb break 
from midfield and deliv¬ 
ered a slide-rule pass for 
Chow to race through 
and touch down under¬ 
neath the posts; Bailey 
was successful with the 
conversion. 

Thomas and David 
were causing all sorts of 
problems to the Old Pens 
defence with their 
aggressive ball carrying, 
while the centre partner¬ 
ship of Ashley Forrester 
and Parker were looking 
dangerous coming for¬ 
ward. 

Unfortunately, it was 
the home side who put 
themselves onto the 
scoreboard next, as some 
good tactical kicking 
saw them venture deep 
into the Barrians 22 and, 
despite some desperate 
tacMing, the home side 
came back with an 
unconverted try in the 
corner. 

The Barrians respond¬ 
ed when Bailey kicked a 
penalty after a home 
infringement in front of 
the posts to edge ahead 
10-5, but the lead was 
not to last long, as the 
home side pounced on 
some mistakes to score a 
converted try. 

The Old Pens 
increased the tempo in 
the second half and with 
the away side unable to 
win their own line-outs. 


BARRY RFC 
RUGBY 
ROUND-UP 


the home side dominatec 
territory and were 
rewarded with another 
try to put the game seem¬ 
ingly out of reach. 

Once again, however, 
the Barrians did not lie 
down. 

With Thome orches¬ 
trating play outstanding¬ 
ly at scrum-half, he 
allowed the forwards to 
go through the phases 
before setting up 
Forrester. He in turn 
threw a long pass to sub¬ 
stitute Anthony Jenkins, 
who sprinted through to 
score on his debut. 
Forrester was unsuccess¬ 
ful with the conversion. 

Unfortunately for the 
Barrians, they had no 
energy left in the final 
minutes to try to level 
the scores, and it was the 
home side who ran away 
in the dying moments 
with two tries. 

There was no faulting 
the effort put in by a side 
strung together in the last 
minute though, and all 
Barrians can be proud of 
their achievements. 

Team: M Jones, Chow 
( captain), E arrester, 
Parker, King, Thorne, 
Bailey, Elsworth, 

Bergeron, L Jones, 
Williams, Moffat, David, 
Avaient, Thomas. Subs 
used: Boffy, Palmer, 

Jenkins, Long. 

Man-of-the-match: 
Thorne. 

KC 


Cowbridge trainer 
bags first winner! 


COWBRIDGE’S 
Angela Ray saddled 
her first winner 
with her first run¬ 
ner when Classic 
Chance, a 14-1 out¬ 
sider, landed the 
mixed open race at 
the Tiverton Hunt 
Point-To- Point 
Steeplechases at 
Chipley Park. 

Owned by his breeder 
Justin Bryant, in partner¬ 
ship with Peter Mills, 
Classic Chance was rid¬ 
den by Byron Moorcroft, 
aged 22, who told the 
press: “I only got here 
five minutes before 
weighing-out time.” 

Moorcroft, who 
recently resumed his 
amateur status after more 
than three years as a con¬ 
ditional jockey, said: “I 
worked at various yards, 
starting with Jimmy 
Frost and ending at Alan 
King’s and rode 25 win¬ 
ners.” 

Had he ridden just one 
more winner, he would 
have been barred from 
riding as an amateur 
again. 

A delighted Angela 
Ray, who has taken over 
the reins from retired 
trainer Margaret Rees, 
said: “Tve looked after 
Classic Chance since he 
was six weeks old, and 
love him to bits.” 

Classic Chance, an 
11 -year-old bay gelding, 
outstayed his 13 rivals to 
win by a head from 


Ballydub in the fastest 
time of the day. 

TIM’S 558-MILE 
ROUND TRIP 
IS WORTH IT 
A 558-mile round trip 
from Aberthin to 
Sedgefield and back 
paid off for trainer 
Tim Vaughan, when 
his eight-year-old 
Midnight Legend 
romped home a 40 
lengths winner of the 
Roflow Handicap 
Hurdle. 

Backed from 6-1 to 9- 


2, and ridden by Tom 
Scudamore, son of the 
legendary National Hunt 
champion jockey Peter, 
Midnight Legend made 
every post a winning one 
but unfortunately picked 
up an injury in doing so. 

Vaughan said: “We 
thought he’d rack up a 
sequence over fences 
the way he worked at 
home, but things didn't 
quite work out for him. 
Thankfully we've given 
him a little break after an 
unsuccessful spell over 
fences and he's done it as 
we anticipated.” 

BRIAN LEE 


Penarth Windsor 
edge tennis match 

PENARTH Windsor Tennis Club mixed 
veterans snatched a narrow win over local 
rivals Dinas Powys. 

At close of play both teams were equal on match¬ 
es and sets won, and the games count became crucial 
with Penarth Windsor winning by a narrow but sat¬ 
isfying margin of three games. 

The Dinas Powys side had been unbeaten this sea¬ 
son, making the victory even more pleasing for the 
Windsor players. 

In round one, Windsor first pairing Cathy 
O’Doherty and Tim Hartland had a comfortable win 
6-2, 6-2, while Edwina Gill and Peter Bellingham 
had a much tougher match against the Dinas first 
pair, losing 1-6, 2-6. 

In the second round Cathy and Tim lost their first 
set at tie-break but then went on to win the second 
set 6-0 and win the match convincingly in a third set 
tie-break. 

Meanwhile, Edwina and Peter, getting a little 
more used to the artificial surface, dropped the first 
set 3-6, but battled on to win the second 7-5, only to 
narrowly lose their match in a close deciding tie- 
break. NG 





For a very limtteo perioo you can now join one of Wales’ top golf clubs 

as <) Full Adult 7 Day or 5 Day midweek meinlMr for HALF PRICE! - 

This unbelievable offer is strictly for the first 50 new members to join Enjoy 
championship golf and world class facilities, 4 teaching PGA professionals 
PLUS n saving of up to £420. It is the ultimate golf offer of 2011 

CALL OUR MEMBERSHIP TEAM TODAY ON 01443 665826/7 

Hosort. inmiiol' Hensoi, Vale of Glamorgan CF/2 SJV .J WWW.vale*hQ^g^^|fl - 
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GEM sport 


Athletic go out of Cup, 
but performance will 
give them confidence 


FEARS that yet SWALEC Cup (round two) 
another match BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 8 

would succumb to PONTYPRIDD 17 

the vagaries of the REPORT by MARK DAVIES 
south Wales weath¬ 


er nrnvpH inifnimH- negated as they were continued to disrupt their 
^ U OU u penalised twice in sue- opponents with stern 
ed in the end. cession, allowing Ponty tackling and combative 

The bright winter sun to take play deep inside driving play, with props 
did its job and a the home half of the Matthew Norman and 
Newbridge Fields pitch field. Wayne Fooks to the fore 

that was rock solid at The Athletic stole a and hooker Stuart Nation 
9am had softened line-out through captain and flanker Matthew 
enough on top to be Sean Williams, who was Hillman scrapping for 
declared playable by a tower of strength every loose ball, 
both captains and the ref- throughout, and moved An excellent break by 
eree by ki(:k-off time. the ball wide from their the Athletic had 
Pontypridd are top of own 22. The home for- Pontypridd on the back 
the Prenner division and wards won quick ruck foot and when centre 
have performed well in ball on the half-way line Gary Williams seemed to 
he Bntish & Irish Cup and scrum-half Aled deliberately knock down 
this season to top their Thomas hoisted a high a pass, the crowd were 

f 1 ^ ra ® astonished to only see a 

faithful did not hold out Pemberton chased enthu- ccnim viven 
much hope for their siastically. scrum given, 



Rob Coles can’t shake off Ponty’s 
attention to release Lloyd Pemberton. 


cur—™ onra:d''°^o“‘^LTeh SrS'S by KERRY FOTHERGILL 

many expecting a heavy Pontypridd full-back tripH the peel to drive over Doherty returned to the 

defeat at the hands of the Matthew Nuttall in pos- raHvan through despairing tack- fray. Once more the 

visitors. session and fly-half J Mapnifirent les for a second try. Athletic were forced 

A go(3d local crowd, Steve Lewis transferred amnnH the ^^th only minutes left back, but a great tackle 

swelled in numbers by a quickly to Morris, who hv Tnnnv Stnkpr the half, things got by wing Owen Williams 

large contingent of threw a well-directed • n H worse for the home team caused a knock-on. 

Pontypridd supporters, long pass to right wing tJo^rty, ana Doherty was A good solid Ath 

enjoyed sunny but bitter- Lindsey MacCausland t ^®^t to the sin-bin for scrum forced a penalty 

ly cold atmospheric con- with the Ponty defence ^viorns, stemmed me tide interference at the ruck, and Lewis was happy to 
ditions as the home team stretched to breaking. ttf + ?g Am From the restart, oblige with three points, 

kicked off with the sun in MacCausland ran Untortunateiy, me Atn pQ^ty moved the ball Both sides had their 
their eyes. strongly and carried the ^ penal- gi^g gi^^ moments in the final 

The early exchanges last despairing defender ^ scrum and both forwards and backs quarter. Pontypridd’s 

were fairly even, with over into the comer with Fontypridd elected to involved. defence was well-organ- 

Pontypridd showing him for a try that Lewis q Knaggs ised and stifled the 

more control of the ball was unable to convert. ^ptam and No.8, Chns slipped a pass to Athletic’s attempts to 

but the home team’s Bridgend Athletic ^ ^ Dicomidis and the long breach their line, despite 


advantage was quickly 



tackle and dived over for striding No 8 wrong- sterling work by replace- 
a try close to the posts to footed full-back Mike ments Simon Mustoe, 
even the scores. Hathaway to claim his Rhodri Apsee and 

Almost immediately, second try of the game Connor McDonald. 

Ponty were back on the which went unconverted. In turn, the home 
offensive with a line-out por the Athletic, team’s defence was 
close to the home line, Hillman was replaced by exemplified by tireless 
the aptly-named Craig Lloyd Evans and tackling and fierce phys- 
Locke surged around on ....... 


Lindsey MacCausland forces his way 
over to open the scoring. 


R&M MOBILE VALETING 

At your home or workplace 7 days a week! 

• EXPRESS VALET 

wash, vacuum and tyre shine. £13.00 

• MINI VALET 

all of the above plus windows and plastics . £20.00 

• SUPERMINI VALET 

all of the above plus hand polish . £30.00 

• FULL VALET 

all of the above plus shampoo seats and carpets £45.00 
WE AIM TO PLEASE 
OUR CUSTOMERS 
Call today on: 

07583 
943 959 

rmmobilevaleting@yahoo.co.uk 



Defences are on 
top as Pencoed 
take on Tondu 


PENCOED under- 
14s welcomed local 
rivals Tondu for a 
match where try 
scoring turned out 
to be 
thanks 

strong defences. 


Briggs, but the Tondu 
rivals fought back with 
another penalty, which 
made it 8-3 to Pencoed. 

There was only one 
more score, when Jac 
difficult, Briggs kicked another 
to two penalty, for a final score 
of 11-3 to Pencoed. 

Johnathan Clatworthy 
was named man of the 


The first (and only) 
try was scored by Liam fo^ outstand- 


Bowen, racing in from 
25 metres early in the 
game, 


ing tackles and running. 

Squad: James 

Merchant, Jac Briggs, 


From then on, both clarke, Scott 

teams put on a tremen- ^wing, Morgan 

dous display that pleased Jefferies, Aled Bargery, 
both groups of specta- Daniel Maiden, James 
tors. Whittaker, Johnathan 

The Pencoed pack Clatworthy, Alex King, 
were prominent with Morgan Jones, Liam 
strong defence in the Bowen, Kristen Morgan, 
back row and brilliant Lewis Brennan, Jordan 
ofloading in the tackle Fox, Ellis Griffiths, 
area. Jamie Dyer and Will 

Pencoed went further Sellars. 
ahead with a 40-metre JM 

penalty by forward Jac 


ical confrontation. At the 
forefront of this was 
Stoker and Morris, the 
veteran centre. For 
Ponty, along with 
Dicomidis, flanker 
Wayne O’Connor and 
wing Owen Williams 
stood out. 

The final score was 
17-8 to the visitors, 
which was no disgrace to 
Bridgend Athletic. In 
fact, if they can take con¬ 
fidence from this display 
into the second half of 
their league season, they 
will be able to climb into 
the top places in the divi¬ 
sion. 

Thanks to all club 
members who helped 
organise a very success¬ 
ful day off the field and 
special thanks to match 
sponsor Mr Colin 
Shepherd of Assistmost. 

The following post¬ 
poned matches have 
been rearranged: 

Maesteg (A) - February 
19; Whitland (H) - April 
23; Waunarlwydd (A) - 
April 30; TBA - 
Bridgend Ravens (H), 
Bonymaen (H) and 
UWIC (H). 



ABOVE: The Bridgend Boxing Club party. 

LOCAL BOXING CLUB 
TRAVELS TO SWEDEN 


BRIDGEND Boxing Club 
recently travelled to Sweden to 
compete in the Upsala Box 
Open Tournament, which hosts 
countries such as Russia, 
Norway, Finland and 
Romania. 

Bridgend ABC took five boxers - 
Conor Wyatt, William Jones, Joe 
Patterson, Jack Mordecai and Benji 
Edwards. 

Conor Wyatt and Jack Mordecai 
had a bye straight to the final, while 
Benji Edwards, Joe Patterson and 
William Jones had a bye to the semi¬ 
final. 

Benji Edwards earned a unani¬ 
mous decision over Sweden’s No 2, 
John Muir. Joe Patterson won by a 
majority decision against Sweden’s 
Daniel Nasic, William Jones lost to a 
Russian in a very hard and close 
fight, leaving Bridgend with four 
boxers in the final. 

Competing in the final. Jack 


Mordecai fought Eric Tegemag of 
Sweden, with Mordecai winning in a 
hard fought contest to take gold for 
the Bridgend team. 

Benji Edwards, one of Wales’ 
most outstanding schoolboy boxers, 
took on Sweden’s No 1, Eelix Elodin, 
with an outstanding record of 40 
wins from 43 contests. 

Edwards lost on a controversial 
decision, to the shock of Bridgend’s 
coach, Mark Canning, who thought 
Edwards had done enough to win. 

The final two Bridgend boxers, 
Joe Patterson and Conor Wyatt, 
both boxing Swedish opponents, lost 
on majority decisions, but both 
fought very well. 

Bridgend Boxing Club took a gold 
and three silver medals from five 
boxers. 

Coach Mark Canning thinks that 
all the boxers should be proud of 
themselves competing in a competi¬ 
tion of such high standard. 

MC 


South Wales Police Youth 
just pipped at Uplands 


SOUTH Wales 
Police youth XV 
travelled to 
Swansea Uplands 
for an evening kick¬ 
off. 

The Police did not 
have sufficient warm up 
time and found them¬ 
selves 10-0 down within 
the first 15 minutes. 

However, they started 
to get back in the game 
with some strong runs 
from outside-half Josh 
Miles, putting back row 
Jordan Jones, and prop 
Ben Coates into space, 
they looked dangerous in 
attack. 

This was a hard game 
with big tackles and lots 
of work being put in by 
both packs. Some solid 
defence work from Craig 
Thomas and Tyler 
Williams kept their 
opponents out. 

The Police were now 
looking to attack at 
every opportunity and 
their points eventually 
came with Miles putting 
wing Jack Evans into 
space. 

Evans went on a solo 
run and quick recycled 
ball saw captain Aled 
Roberts force his way 
over; Cai James added 
the extras. 

Both teams played 
end-to-end rugby and as 
much as the Police 
pressed, they could not 


secure the extra points to 
steal the victory. 

Next up for the Police 
is a trip away on 
Saturday to 
Llangennech. 

The Police are look¬ 
ing to set up several age 


groups for the forthcom¬ 
ing season to play out of 
Waterton Cross; this is 
part of the South Wales 
Police initiative of 
developing sport in the 
community. 

BS 


Pack close on 
league leaders 

B ATTACK 

continued to stutter at the 

summit of 

the Bridgend 

six-a-side 

Premier Division as 

they were 

held to a 

1-1 draw by 

Persil Boys. 


Meanwhile, the Pie Boys conjured up a massive 
win at the other end of the division. Minter Phoenix 
dug deep to see off the challeng of No Tea Tonight in 

the second tier, 2-0 the final outcome. 


Anyone who wants to join the six-a-side league in 

Bridgend can telephone 

0845 230 2340 or visit 

WWW. leisureleagues. net. 

Premier Division 



Team Name 

Played 

Goal Diff 

Points 

B Attack 

II 

24 

19 

Croissants 

11 

28 

17 

Persil Boys FC 

11 

24 

16 

Day Sleepers 

11 

-1 

12 

Hangover Heroes 11 

-11 

7 

The Pie Boys 

11 

-18 

7 

Blackjack 
Ogmore Valley 

11 

-18 

6 

Striders 

11 

-28 

4 

Division One 



Team Name 

Played 

Goal Diff 

Points 

Young Exiles 

11 

19 

18 

Team Xtreme 

11 

13 

17 

Hardly Athletic 

11 

10 

15 

Inter Wildmill 

10 

4 

10 

Misfits 

10 

-8 

9 

No Tea Tonight 

11 

-14 

7 

Laleston Lions 

11 

-12 

6 

Minter Phoenix 

11 

-12 

4 











































